EDDIE RICKENBACKER
NORTH AFRICA
AND THE
“HAT IN THE RING PIN”

In April 1943 Eddie Rickenbacker had visited the War Department
and received another assignment as Secretary of War Henry L.
Stimson's Special Consultant. Rickenbacker was to visit Russia to
check into the Lend-Lease program then in effect. Lend-Lease was
the program, inaugurated in March 1941, by which America became
the arsenal of democracy, sending military supplies to all nations
fighting the Axis. Rickenbacker's trip took him through North
Africa, and as such he planned to visit as many Air Corp groups as
possible to help boost morale. Knowing that his old squadron was
stationed in the area, before leaving the United States,
Rickenbacker had a jeweler in New York make up insignia pins with
the hat-in-the-ring motif and had persuaded Hap Arnold, head of
the Army Air Forces, to approve them to be worn on their uniforms.

On May 14, five command cars pulled into the base at Chateaudun du
Rommel, Algeria. Jimmy Doolittle, then Commanding Officer of the
Twelfth Air Force, stepped out to introduce Rickenbacker to the
group. Later that evening Rickenbacker threw a big party for the
squadron in Constantine. There were then some 22 pilots in the
94" Squadron. The pilots having been trucked in were treated to
a big meal consisting of camel steaks with all the trimmings.
Following the cognac and grape juice toc wash it all down,
Rickenbacker assembled all the pilots on a small stage. General
Doolittle called each pilots name. Eddie Rickenbaker presented
the small “hat-in-the-ring” pin to General Doolittle who in turn
pinned it on the tunic above the pilots wings. Lt. Jim Dibble
wrote home to describe the event."We had a big squadron party last
night in a nearby town. Eddie Rickenbacker, who used to be with
the squadron in the last war, threw a party for us. We were all
presented with a pin of silver in the form of the squadron
insignia, the hat-in-the-ring."



