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by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

Middleville council mem-
bers are expected to approve
the 2015 budget at their Dec.

16 village council meeting.
A - public hearing on the
budget was held at the Nov.
25 meeting with no public
comments offered. Council

again had a chance to review-

the budget at its Dec. 2 com-
mittee of the whole meeting.

Along with adopting the
budget, the council 1s also
expected to set the millage
rates for the upcoming year
as well as water and sewer
rates. The millage rate 1s pro-
posed to stay the same at
10.5 mills for general operat-
ing and 2 mills for the high-

Farmers calling

by Doug VanderLaan
Editor

When someone who's
never met Louis Wierenga
asks about his work life, the
Hastings man always has an
amusing, ~ but  truthful
ansSwer.

“T tell them I’'m a profes-
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The Holly Trolley appearance in Middleville is an annual holiday event. Members
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W | Middleville councii expec ted to approve balanced 2015 huaget

way fund.

The budget includes total
anticipated expenses of
$3.65 million with an
increase in spending from
last year of about $372.,000.
Most af that increase comes
in salaries, benefits to
employees and spending
orant projects for the trail
and park improvements.

Interim Village Manager
Duane Weeks said the budg-
et is balanced, but it is tight.

“The proposed fiscal year
2015 budget can be viewed
as a “‘status quo” budget,”
Weeks reported. “It 1s clear-
ly recognized that over the
next year continued efforts
will need to be made to keep
expenditures within their

sional gambler,” he said with
a erin; “I farm.”
Wierenga played his hand

expertly this season, howev-

er. As many area farmers

continue to harvest corn
through wind, sleet and some
20 inches of November
snow, Wierenga’s nearly
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budgeted amounts or below
and a vigilant watch on rev-
enues to be prepared for an

fluctuations which would
require budget amend-
ments.”

The budget includes nine
full-time positions in the vil-
lage, four part-time posi-

1,000 acres of corn, sOy-
beans, and alfalfa are already
in the barn, in the grain bins
or at the ethanol plant In

~ Woodbury.

“I may have a different
philosophy than a lot of
farmers,” related Wierenga.
“If you've got nice weather

of Boy Scout Troop 105 help riders board the Holly Trolley.

 Annual Holly Trolley

_ mght set in Middleville

Middleville’s annual
~ Holly Trolley night will take
place from 5 to 8:30 p.m. on
Thursday, Dec. 18.

This annual event gives
residents and guests a chance
to take a trolley ride around
the village and to view the
Christmas decorations while

listening to Christmas songs.

Tickets for the trolley ride

sale at the
United

will be on
Middleville

Methodist Church at $1 per

ride or $5 per family. 'The
church will also be the site

for entertainment, refresh-
ments. a cookie sale, and a

live Nativity scene.
The

“The proposed fiscal year 2015 budget can be
viewed as a “status quo” budget. It is clearly recog-
nized that over the next year continued efforts will
need to be made to keep expenditures within their
budgeted amounts or below and a vigilant watch on
revenues to be prepared for an fluctuations which
would require budget amendments.”

Interim Village Manager Duane Weeks

coordinator,

Downtown

Development Authority will
have Christmas crafts at the
Middleville Masonic Hall
and Santa will be in the
Stagecoach ~ gazebo  al
Stagecoach Park.

tions, a part-time Downtown

Authority
two seasonal
and

Development

part-time employees,

two seasonal Department of

Public Works employees.
Cost of benefits to village

employees exceeds $152,000

per year including $61,000

on the front end, don’'t waste
a day because you might lose
them to weather on the other
end. Some guys today are
two to three weeks behind.”
Evidence of that seems to
abound as motorists still see
countless rows in fields adja-
cent to the roadways and

by Fran Faverman
Staff Writer

Still in an embryonic state,
the request to the Caledonia
Township Planning
Commission by Bert
Elgersma to rezone 78.78
acres at 7153 Whitneyville
Ave. from rural residential
(two-acre lots) to R-2 medi-
um-density (one-acre lots) 1S
the first sign of new life 1In
residential development 1n
the township.

Any residential building
since 2008 has been the
building-out of previously
approved projects.

If development proceeds
as very preliminary plans
suggest; the lots in the pro-
posal made by Elgersma will
be devoted to single-family
housing with private water
and septic systems, thus

requiring no expansion of

existing public utilities. The
property is immediately west
of the Kettle Lake
Elementary School and adja-
cent to Fairbanks Estates, In
which Elgersma has 27 lots.

During the discussion,
Commissioner Adam
Paarlberg asked if Fairbanks
Estates and the proposed
new development would be
connected and would share
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139th year

for health insurance, $56,700
for pension benefits and
nearly $43.,000 in Social
Security benefits paid to the
government.

The budget is made up of
several funds with the gener-
al fund being the largest. It
anticipates $1.405 million 1n
expenses with an anticipated
ending fund balance of just
$666.

Other funds in the budget
include:

e Major street fund -
Expenses of $502,167 and
revenue of $523.,000.

e Local street fund -
Expenses of $148,587 with
revenues of $149.,285.

e LDFA - expenses of
$271.323 with revenues of

hunters complain about corn
providing hiding places for
deer during the just-complet-
ed firearms season. Last
month’s unusual snow was-
n’t the only thing that set
farmers behind. Last spring
was rainy and cold, prevent-
ing early planting, and even

roads. Elgersma said the
existing Fairbanks road 1s a
private road and the two will
not be connected.

Archie Warner, commis-
sion chair, asked Elgersma if
the property had been
perked, an important factor
for private septic systems. It
should be noted that
Fairbanks Estates has private
wells and septic systems and
the adjoining  property
appears to share the same
geological characteristics.

The commission approved

a motion to recommend to

the township board that the
rezoning

approved.

request be

$423.325.

DDA expenses of
$129.887 with revenues of
$132,142.

» Sewer - expenses of
$719.019 with revenues of
$745.402.

« Water - expenses of
$335.591 with revenues of
$366,252

» Motor pool - expenses of
$141,148 with revenue of
$144,300.

Council member Shannon
Haigh voted against moving
the budget to the council for
consideration saying she
requested to see what the
budget might look like with-
out increases In the water

See BUDGET, page 7

in their bets with late harvest

the fall rains kept fields too
muddy for tractors, com-
bines and grain-hauling
trucks.

A couple of local experts
don’t put too much credence
into the appearance of a late

See HARVEST, page 2

New residential development on
horizon in Caledonia Township

[n other business, the com-
mission approved a special
use permit for Michael and
Nancy Jacobs to construct a
oarage in front of their prin-
cipal residence at 10317 East
River Shore Drive SE. Also
approved was an amendment
requested by Foremost
Insurance to the master deed
and subdivision plan for the
Prairie Creek Office Park
Condominium Planned Unit
Development.

The next regularly sched-
uled meeting of the commis-

sion will be Monday, Dec. 5,
at 7 p.m. in the township
offices, 8196 Broadmoor
Ave.

. Area police agencies join national
body camera debaie

- Amended Bradford White plans

approved by planning commission

-~ TAEF offers new grant for
post-secondary training

. TKHS students will ‘make their
mark on the world




Page 2/The Sun and News, Saturday, December 6, 2014

Safe Harbor ready to celebrate first year of helping Barry County children

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

A year ago, Safe Harbor
Children’s Advocacy Center
in Barry County was just a
dream beginning to material-
1Ze.
1oday, the reality has a
proven track record, and a
year of helping more than
120 children in cases of sex-
ual and physical abuse. It’s
been even busier than organ-
1zers thought it would be and
has gained overwhelming
community support.

“I'm really very excited,”
said Barry County
Prosecuting Attorney Julie
Nakfoor-Pratt. *“T'he greatest
thing 1s that 1t has created a
stronger and more cohesive
way of investigating child
sexual abuse and abuse
cases.

A nonprofit organization,
Safe Harbor 18 a place where
child abuse victims can feel
more comfortable and at ease
when sharing accounts of
abusive situations. It’s a col-
laborative effort with police,

Child Protective Services
and the courts.

To celebrate its first year,
Barry County’s Safe Harbor
will host an anniversary cel-
ebration from 5:30 to 7:30
p-m. Wednesday, Dec. 10, at
the Leason Sharpe Hall, 23]
S. Broadway, Hastings. The
community 1S invited to
attend and should call 269-
673-3791 to give organizers
an 1dea on how many people
will be attending.

During the anniversary
celebration, Lor1 Antkoviak,
executive director for Safe
Harbor in Allegan County
and the satellite office in
Barry County, said a special
announcement will be made
about the future of the Barry
County site and the sustain-
ability of the office.

Safe Harbor came about
after Nakfoor-Pratt made a
campaign promise to try to
establish such a facility in
the county. She previously
worked with Allegan County
Safe Harbor when she was
an assistant prosecutor in

that county, and saw first-
hand the benefits of such a
facility. She worked with
Allegan County officials to
start a satellite office of Safe
Harbor in Hastings.

“It pulls all parties togeth-
er, said Nakfoor-Pratt.
“Safe Harbor will follow up
with families and be able to
make sure families know of
services they can get even if
the case doesn’t end up iIn
any charges.”

During the first year, Safe
Harbor in Barry County has
helped 120 young victims of
neglect or abuse, said
Antkoviak That’s even more
than the 100 cases they antic-
ipated when the doors were
opened.

“We're very thankful on
how well it’s gone,” she said.
“It's been busier than we
anticipated, but we’re excit-
ed and happy to be able to
extend services to the chil-
dren. And the community
has been very supportive.”

The office started with
help from a $23,000 grant

TKHS Jazz Band to perform
at Grand Rapids Drive game

The Thornapple Kellogg
High School Jazz Band will
perform Dec. 20 for the
newest team 1n the NBA D-
l.eague, the Grand Rapids
Drive.

New Year’s events planned
In Middleville and at library

Still looking for plans for
New Year's Eve?

Middleville will again be
having its ball-raising event
to celebrate an “‘uplifting”
New Year. The event will
start at 8 p.m. New Year’s
Eve and continue until about
12:30 a.m. on Main Street.

There will be two ball
raising countdowns. The first

02711873

Carpet &
oo

The new basketball team
1s an affiliate of the Detroit
Pistons and is having its first
season 1 Grand Rapids this
year.

I'he jazz band will begin

will take place at 9 p.m. and
1s designed for families with
young children who may not
be able or want to stay up
until midnight. The second
ball raising will be the tradi-
tional event at midnight. The
ball, created last year by
Lumenflow, will be raised
from the Champs business
on Main Street.

Sa. FL.
With equal
pad purchase

y

Carpéf ' Sale
Going On Now!
Plushes * Saxonies * Loops

performing at 6 p.m. on the
concourse at the DeltaPlex in
Grand Rapids for the full
hour before the game’s tipoff
against the Fort Wayne Mad
Ants at 7 p.m.

For those who want to get
a really early start on the cel-
ebration, the community and
T'hornapple Kellogg Library
will host a noon New Year’s
Eve party. The event starts at
[1:15 a.m. with a celebration
when the clock reaches noon.
There will be crafts and
snacks.

Check out our various
carpets in stock.

As always -

quality installation available.

Tlooring

210 E. Main,
Middleville

Mon. Tue. 10-5 « Wed. 10-8 * Thur. Fri. 10:5 « Sat. 10-1

from National Children’s
Alliance. Several community
donations also were made to
get the center started.

Safe Harbor has been open
in Allegan County for 30
years, and the Barry County
office 1s 1ts first satellite
facility. The local office is
located at 1127 W. State St.
iIn a portion of the former
Michigan State  Police
offices.

The center allows police,
attorneys, Child Protective
Services and others to listen
and view interviews with the
child by closed-circuit televi-
sion. Interviews also can be
recorded
needed. And detectives and
other officials can 1mmedi-
ately ask additional ques-
tions to the forensic inter-
viewer rather than having to

for future use if

conduct another separate
interview. It saves the child
from having to be inter-
viewed multiple times by
different agencies.

Hastings Police Chief Jeff
Pratt said he's glad to see
Safe Harbor 1n Barry
County.

“It’s one of the best things
in Barry County for law
enforcement 1n a long time.
Not only has 1t helped so
many children, but 1t's also
opened the eyes and ears of
people and helps people
report abuse,” he said.

With the child-friendly
environment, Pratt said he
believes youngsters are
much more likely to share
their experiences Without
being intimidated or afraid.

“It's a wonderful place.
We ve used it often in many

HARVEST, continued from page 1

cases, he said.

The center 1s designed as a
friendly and non-threatening
environment where children
can feel more comfortable
when having to discuss abu-
sive relationships.

Sate Harbor can help
coordinate counseling, med-
ical attention and other serv-
ices as needed. Staff also
will work closely with coun-
ty agencies to help families
with other needs.

Nakfoor-Pratt said the
center also has created an
avenue to bring more discus-
sion about child abuse. More
cases are being reported and
she said she and others have
made efforts to get out and

talk to schools and other
groups about mandated

reporting regulations.

T'he weather, both in the spring and fall, has put corn and soybean behind sched-
ule in Barry County and the rest of Michigan.

harvest.

“This year’s harvest has
been dragged out by the
weather,” conceded Gabe
Corey, a commodities and
risk manager with Carbon
Green  BioEnergy, the
ethanol plant in Woodbury.
“Typically, by this time, all
the corn 1s harvested,, but
farmers were late in planting
which means the corn
matured a little later.”

Corey referred to United
States Department of
Agriculture statistics for
Nov. 23, which show that on
average, by that date, 85 per-
cent of-corn in the area is
harvested. As of this Nov.
23, 69 percent of corn had
been harvested but, with the
more moderate weather of
the past 10 days, corn has
been coming 1n rapidly,
Corey said.

“With the size of equip-
ment nowadays, you can
chew up lot of acrés in one
day,” said Mark Van Buren,
executive director with the
USDA for both Barry and
Eaton counties.
harvest all through winter.,
and there have been times
guys go into late February or
even March because the
fields may have been too wet
or soft. The difficulty then is.
if the corn has snow on it, it
plugs up the equipment so
you have to wait for the wind
to knock it off.”

The risk of losing quality

“You ' can

from the cold is another
detriment, and even losing
the crop to wildlife working
to survive the winter.

“That’s why the deer are
In the corn,” said Wierenga
regarding the complaints -of
hunters. “They re not hiding,
they re eating.”

Corn’s moisture content at
harvest 1s crucial, which is
where the gambling talent in
farmers like Wierenga play a
key role. If corn is harvest
too early and carries mois-
ture content of as much as 30
percent, it must be dried in a
grain dryer, heated by LP gas
which cuts into potential
profit margin. Wait to pick
corn unti September,
Wierenga said, and the corn
will lose .75 to | percent of
moisture content per day. As
fall sets in, the moisture loss
rate diminishes to nearly
nothing in November. |

Wierenga said his harvest
finished at 16 percent mois-
ture content, saving him the
costs of drying and of har-
vesting a crop compromised
In quality by late seasonal
harvest. That’s the betting
that makes farmers true gam-
blers. With one eye on the
crop, the other is constantly
focused on price and cost.

“Corn’s at about $3.85
bushel right now,” said Van
Buren. “From that, a farmer
has to subtract his cost basis
tor seed, fertilizer. equip-
ment. At the [local] elevator.

they’ll take out the cost for
the ‘elevator to deliver it to a
big shipping point like

- Maumee. Ohio.

“I'he rule of thumb i1s that
it costs a farmer about $3.50
an acre for seed, fertilizer
and transportation costs. So
it’s dollar bills sitting out
there in the field, which
means more and more
they're pushing the enve-
lope.”

Wierenga had 28 truck-
loads of his corn shipped to
Herbruck’s Egg Company in
Saranac and 102 truckloads
to Carbon Green BioEnergy.
The ethanol plant has been a
boon for farmers given its
proximity and savings on
excess transportation costs.

Corey said the Woodbury
plant works with 500 farm-
ers, the vast majority from
Barry, Eaton, and Ilonia
counties, but i1t also buys
corn from farmers
away as lraverse City to
meet 1ts 50,000-bushels per-
day processing rate.

When he considers farm-
ers working in their fields by
light at night and even perse-
vering through snow and
sleet, Corey is philosophical
about this year’s corn har-
vesl.

“It’s just happening a lot
slower,” he said. “When a
harvest happens, 1t can come
quickly and go very fast.”
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Three models of body cameras are shown here. All three have been tested by the Hastings Police Department

rea police agencies join national body cam
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as they consider which model to purchase for officers.

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

Barry  County Isn’t
immune to the national
debate about arming police
officers with body cameras.
Departments and administra-
tors are carefully weighing
the pros and cons for their
officers and the public.

Hastings police officers
may soon be equipped with
body cameras, while Barry
County Sheriff’s deputies
and Michigan State Police
troopers have no immediate
plans for the additional
equipment.

Hastings Police Chief Jeft
Pratt said he sees the cam-
eras as another tool for offi-
cers to use to protect them-
selves. He’s been testing dif-
ferent devices and looking
into the cameras since the
spring and said he hopes to
make a decision by the end
of the year on which cameras
to purchase.

Pratt makes it clear he
thinks the body cameras will
offer protection for his offi-
Cers.

“It’s not because I don't
trust my guys. I want them
[the cameras] to help protect
the officers,” he said.

“Everybody has a camera
these days. They are out
there filming our officers and
different actions. This will
give our officers protection
and record what actually
happens from their view-
point,” said Pratt.

Pratt admitted there are
concerns with the cameras
and filming. Some of the
cameras are bulky, clipping
to a jacket or tie on the uni-
form. They must be activated
by a push of a button or a
slide of a front panel.
Officers could forget to turn
the cameras on in heightened
situations, or the cameras
could get jostled loose or
accidentally shut off during a
scuftle.

The cameras also don't
offer a comprehensive view
of the entire scene, only
what’s most directly in front
of the officer. And of course
there are questions about
when the cameras should be
activated, how long the
recordings will be kept, and
where all the data will be
stored. Not to mention the
cost of the additional equip-
ment, ranging from $150 to
more than $800.

Still, Pratt said he believes
the cameras will become a
useful tool and provide one
more piece of evidence for

the officers. He said body
cameras are similar to the in-
car video recorders. Once
debated for usefulness, In-
car video cameras have
become a fairly standard
item for most police agen-
cles.

Barry County Sheriff Dar
[Leaf said he’s not ready to
jump on the bandwagon and
purchase body cameras.

-“I’m not going to rush into
it right now. I want to wait
and see what they come out
with and see how the body
cameras actually work for
officers,” said Leat.

Leaf also said he has com-
plete trust in his officers.

“If I can’t trust them and
what they say, then I would-
n’t have them on my depart-
ment,” he said.

Leaf also brought up addi-
tional concerns about how
the cameras will respond
when officers are chasing
after suspects, picture quality
and how the battery life will
hold up, especially during
Michigan’s cold winters.

He admits they might pro-
vide more evidence that
could help shorten some
cases in court, but said there
will also be a cost for that. In
addition to the cost of the
cameras themselves, Leaf
said his technology specialist
said it could cost thousands
to properly store the footage.

[.eaf said he&’s also con-
cerned ‘that the cameras
won't capture complete
images of the scene. He said
officers are trained to stand
at an angle when talking with
suspects and position their
bodies in certain ways even
when making traffic stops.
Those angles, he said, might
not allow body cameras to
capture the actions taking
place around the officer. He
said a better camera design
might be something much
smaller that fits on an ear
piece worn by the officer.
The camera then, he said,
would capture images of
what the officer sees.

He said the real issue is
that people in the community
have to trust the officers who
work in the community.

“That’s what it really boils
down to,” he said.

Pratt agrees trust in the
community 1S important.

“That’'s why I've been
focusing on community-
policing efforts and getting
officers out in the public
even more,” said Pratt, who
took over as chief of the

department in April.
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Departments around the
country are having the same
debates about the body cam-
eras. In Grand Rapids, a citi-
zens group asked the city
commission to purchase
body cameras for officers
even though the Grand
Rapids Police Chief said he
wasn't sure he was ready to
make that decision yet.

President Barack Obama
announced Monday he wants
to see more police wearing
cameras that may record
actual events in such cases as
the Michael Brown shooting
in Ferguson, Mo.

Obama is proposing $263

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

Bradford White gained
Middleville planning com-
mission approval for the
third phase of the company's
expansion plans to add near-
ly 40,000 square feet to its
distribution center.

Planning commissioners
voted to approve the site plan
amendment as proposed by
the company. The additional
square footage increases the
total square footage of the
building to nearly 910,000
square feet.

Village Planning and
Zoning Administrator Brian
Urquhart said the site plan
complies with the zoning
ordinance guidelines and
standards. A site plan review
committee  visited  the
Bradford White site to view
the expansion and plans.

Sl GQT!.com &
{L1 TERS Facebook

Downtown Hastings  269-205-4900
$5.25 BARGAIN TWILIGHT DAILY 4:00-6:00 PM
{3 No passes (5) Stadium Seating

SHOWTIMES 12/6 - 12/10

TITLES AND TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

& HORRIBLE BOSSES 2 (R)
SAT-SUN 11:30, 2:00. 4:40, 7:00, 9:30

MON-WED 4:40, 7:00, 9:30
o © PENGUINS OF MADAGASCAR (PG)

SAT-SUN 11:10, 1:30, 4:10, 6:40, 9:10
MON-WED 4:10, 6:40, 9:10

@ HUNGER GAMES: MOCKINGJAY
PART 1 (PG-13)

SAT-SUN 11:00, 1:40, 4:30, 7:10, 9:50
MON-WED 4:30, 7:10, 9:50

DUMB AND DUMBER TO (PG-13)
SAT-SUN 11:20, 1:50, 4:20, 6:50, 9:20
MON-WED 4:20, 6:50, 9:20

GIFT CARDS

Give the Gift of Movies

| Get a °5 Concession Voucher
__when you buy a $50 GC

Get a °2°° Concession Voucher
when you buy a $25 GC

Vouchers are valid on peat buiinets day and expires 4-30 15

million in spending over
three years to increase use of
body cameras and expand
police training. The plan
calls for $75 million to help
pay for 50,000 lapel-mount-
ed body-style cameras for
officers. The New York
police  department  will
become the largest depart-
ment in the country to adopt
the technology when 1t
launches body cameras to
officers in September 2015.

According to a story from
the Associated Press, a
report from the U.S. Justice
Department found evidence
that both police and civilians

The expansion does not
include any additions to the
company’s existing 59 truck
loading docks.

As part of the project,
Bradford White will con-
struct a new retaining wall,
resurface  the  exterior
perimeter and raise the grade
of the new addition.

Bradford White purchased
the former Geukes Market
property adjacent to 1ts prop-
erty for the expansion. The
expansion will not affect the
plans for the extension of the
Paul Henry Thornapple Trail
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Hastings Police Chief Jeff Pratt has one body camera
sitting on his desk while another is clipped to his tie.
Pratt has been testing different types of body cameras
since April and hopes to make a decision before the ena
of the year.

behave better when they
know cameras are around.
The AP story reported a
recent Cambridge University
study with the police depart-
ment in Rialto, Calif., seeing
an 89 percent decline in the

that is expected to take place
in summer 2015. The  trail
will be extended from the
village downtown to the new
bridge at Finkbeiner Road.
Eventually, the goal 1s to
have the trail continue north
into Caledonia.

In other matters before the
planning commission
Tuesday:

e The planning commis-
sion welcomed Mike Cramer
as the new village council
liaison member, to the plan-
ning commission. Cramer
fills the vacancy created

Specializing In:

e Orthopedic Rehab

e Stroke Rehab

e Auto Accidents

e Physical Iherapy

e Occupational Therapy
e Speech Therapy

-

(front to back) Joan and Maria

SANDY

A Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

425 E. Elm * Wayland ¢ 269-792-2249
www.laurelsofsandycreek.com

VIRTUAL TOURS — VISIT WWW.LAURELSOFSANDYCREEK.COM

number of = complaints
against officers 1n a year-
long trial using the cameras.
The number of times the
police used force against sus-
pects also declined.

Amended Bradford White site plans approved
by Middleville planning commission

when Sue Reyff was not re-
elected to the village council.

e Planning Commission
meeting dates were estab-
lished for 2015. The com-
mission will regularly meet
at 7 p.m. the first Tuesdays
of each month.

e Commission members
continued discussion of the
complete streets ordinance, a
planning process to continue
efforts to provide sidewalks,
bike paths and trails through-
out the community.

[ Am

Thankful

For

Joan -I am thankful
that I have good friends
that care.

Maria - I am thanktul
for my friends and
family and Joan 1s

BOTH to me!

Medicare/Medicaid

We Accept
Most Insurances

Short-Term Rehab
Long-Term Care
Continuum of Care

ﬁ Like us on
Facebook
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