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No. 27/July 5, 2014

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

Although most people
don't want to think about it
yet, Middleville Village

Council members spent a lot
of time Tuesday afternoon
talking about snow and snow
removal.

The council 1s debating
the purchase of equipment 1n
order to remove snow from
village sidewalks in addition
to the village streets. The vil-
lage has about 17 miles of
sidewalks, according to
Department of Public Works
Director Duane Weeks.

Weeks estimates it will
take the village crews about
16 hours to plow all the side-
walks per snow event. He
estimates the cost to the vil-
lage to be about $21,000 per
year, including DPW labor.

Weeks said one snowplow

Planning Commission approves office building |

by Fran Faverman

Staff Writer
Plans for a new office

building on a vacant lot at
the corner of Vine and
Emmons Streets in the
Village of Caledonia were
approved by the Planning

Commission at its monthly.

meeting on Thursday, June
26. |
The 2,100 square-foot
space will provide a new
office for Dr. Eric Seif, a
chiropracter. His profession
meets one of the require-
ments set for the lot, name-
ly that it be limited to a pro-

driver spends about 300
hours per snow season clear-
ing streets within the village
and he expects that clearing
sidewalks would take about
the same amount of time.
Weeks said the village
would likely have to pur-
chase upgraded equipment at
an estimated cost of $38,000
to $40,000. He also said cur-
rent equipment might be
traded in for some savings.
Council
they have a lot of questions
before they’re ready to take a
vote on the proposal and
asked Weeks to gather input
from other
possible outside contractors
and other resources for their
August committee of the

whole meeting.

members said

communities,

The village currently has

an ordinance requiring prop-
erty owners to clear their

fessional office.

Most of the discussion
between the applicant, the
commissioners, and planner
Mark Sisson was focused
on the driveway and on the
requirement for installing a
sidewalk.

Doug Stolsonburg, repre-
senting Seif, observed that
having the driveway on
Vine Street, a residential
street, was a lesser evil than
placing it on Emmons
Street so close to traffic

turning into Emmons from

Cherry Valley Avenue (M-
37

Sidewalk snow removal | Y, .
| debated amongst coun ' =

own sidewalks in front of
their property after snow
events. Enforcement 1S
sometimes difficult and vil-
lage officials have pondered
other ways of keeping the

sidewalks clear.
Council member Mike

Lytle said he’s concerned
about spending so much
money on sidewalk snow
removal when the money
could be spent on keeping
roads in better repair.

“I’m not for it, I think we
could use the" money fixing
roads.” maintained Lytle.
“But I’'m willing to listen and
to see what it costs and
maybe you can change my
mind.”

Weeks said it’s hard to
estimate the number of hours

needed for the job and 1t

See DEBATE, page 2

Commissioner Gayle Ott
commented the tree on the
southeast corner of Vine
and Emmons would
obstruct the vision of driv-
ers attempting to turn left
onto Emmons. She pro-
posed a low shrub or bush
be placed on that corner.

A concern expressed by
Dr. Seif concerned the
“sidewalk to nowhere,” a
reference to village regula-
tions as part of the
Complete Street program
that requiré sidewalks. Seif
said he was willing when
something else was built to
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The color guard from Caledonia Post 305, American Legion, IS followed by some
members of the Sons of the American Legion on motorcycles.

Parade a highlight of Caledonia

Independence Day Celebration

by Fran Faverman
Staff Writer

Long before any part of
the Independence Day
parade in Caledonia was Vis-
ible, it was heard.

add the sidewalk.
However, he did not see the
utility of a sidewalk that did
not connect to another side-
walk at either end.
Commissioner Brian
Hicks expressed the view
the village had a policy and
needed to enforce it
Commission Chair Jason
Wangerin asked planner
Mark Sisson for a sugges-
tion and Sisson rephied that,
while the Planning
Commission could not
waive the requirement until
a later date, Dr. Seif could
oo before the village coun-

The distinctive trill of bag-
pipes and the occasional
sound of a horn, especially
the special sound of horns on
Caledonia Fire equipment,
helped build the anticipation
of the crowd. Most excited

cil and ask for a waiver.
Ultimately, the commis-
sioners all agreed that the
policy should be enforced.
A final issue was the
position of the sign for the
office. Currently, its place-
ment on the plans indicate it
will be parallel to Cherry
Valley Avenue, Dr. Seit
would prefer the sign to be
perpendicular to the road
for greater visibility. Sisson
said the change would
require a special-use per-
mit.  Requirements for
notice of a public hearing
could be met in time for the

were children. who ventured

into Main Street. some with
care. most with excitement.
And then they came.

The color guard from

See PARADE, page 3

commission to consider the
request at its July meeting.
The other change in the
plans was the incorporation
of a suggestion by village
engineer Paul Galdes to
move a catch basin from the
parking area to the green
space to permit the ground
to filter the runoff from the
area before the water enters
the storm sewer system.
Hicks moved to approve
the building. Ott supported
the motion and commis-
sioners approved unani-

mously.

Middleville man held after high-speed chase ends in deadly crash

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

A 19-year-old Middleville
man is being held in the
Barry County Jail on $1 mil-
lion bond after reportedly
fleeing police and causing an
accident that killed another
driver.

Matthew Eric Nosanov,
19, was formally arraigned
Monday morning in Barry
County District Court after
the early Saturday morning
incident. He is charged with
operating a motor vehicle
while intoxicated, causing a
death; fleeing police officers,
first degree, causing a death;
and reckless driving, causing
a death.

The name of the deceased

Matthew Eric Nosanov

driver of the other vehicle 1s
not being released, as offi-
cials say notification to the
family is still pending. The

deceased driver 1s believed
to have been on his way to
work at a nearby farm at the
time of the accident.

The accident, at about
3:45 a.m. Saturday, June 28,
occurred at the intersection
of Patterson and Bass roads
southwest of Middleville at
the Barry/Allegan county
line. Nosanov, being pursued
by police, was speeding at
more than 90 miles per hour
at times during the roughly
five-mile chase when he
failed to stop at the intersec-
tion and collided with a
southbound vehicle on
Patterson Avenue, according
to Barry County Sheritf's
Department.

The impact forced both
vehicles west of Patterson

Road into Allegan County.

The driver of the second
vehicle was pronounced
dead at the scene.

Nosanov was taken to a
Grand Rapids hospital for
injuries and later released.

Barry County Sherniff Dar
| eaf said .an officer north-
bound on M-37 noticed a
vehicle® approaching quickly
behind him. The officer
pulled off to the side of the
highway and the vehicle
passed. The officer then
began following Nosanov at

a high rate of speed.
Near McCann Road, the

officer reportedly activated

lights and then a siren, trying
to stop the vehicle, but

Nosanov continued speeding
northward on M-37.

[_eaf said Nosanov report-
edly used his turn signal
when he approached Adams
Road and turned west off M-
37. but continued to speed

5K a fast one

. Caledonia radio host hela
without bond in Calhoun County

. TK Board of Education has
three seats up for election

. Page students explore their own
‘Seven Wonders of Middleville’

- This year’s edition of Kilt Klassic

away from the officer.

The chase continued west
on Adams Road to Cherry

See CRASH, page 9
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Caledonia man sentenced | Caledonia radio host held

Robert Charles Bunge,
29, of Caledonia, pleaded
guilty May 22 to embezzle-
ment of $20,000 or more.

Bunge was sentenced
June 25 in Barry County
Circuit Court to nine
months in jail, with credit
for two days served. Circuit
Court Judge Amy
McDowell also ordered
Bunge to serve 60 months
of probation and pay court

As farmers markets kick
into high gear this month,
Michigan food consumers
and farmers are voicing sup-
port for locally grown food
and sustainable agriculture in
Michigan and putting it into
their own words and stories
in a new video series which
debuted July 1, and which is
available at
www.youtube.com/MoreFor
Michigan/videos.

Michiganders from all

HASTINGS 4

269-205-4900
Downiown Hastings

on State $1.

1 EATERS GOTi.com and on Facebook

$5 2 BARGAIN TWILIGHT
5

DAILY 4:00-6:00 PM
¢ No passes

" excluoes Digital 30
(5) Stadium Seating
SHOWTIMES 7/5-7/9
TITLES AND TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

@ © TAMMY (R)
SAT-SUN 11:30, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30
MON-WED 4:30, 7:00, 9:30
< @ EARTH TO ECHO (PG)
SAT-SUN 11:20, 1:30, 4:10, 6:45, 9:10
MON-WED 4:10, 6:45, 9:10
& TRANSFORMERS: AGE OF
EXTINCTION (PG-13)
SAT-SUN 11:00, 2:50, 6:30, 9:50
MON-WED 2:50, 6:30, 9:50
HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON 2 (PG)
SAT-SUN 11:10, 1:40, 4:00, 6:20, 9:00
MON-WED 4:00, 6:20, 9:00

Food provided

by the Caledonia
'y American Legion

* 5 BANDS = FOOD VENDORS

L
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for embezzlement

fines and costs, including
restitution totaling $90,758.
Court records reveal
Bunge embezzled funds
from Jim and Sons Pickup
Service of Hastings.
Bunge’s jail term will be
suspended with probation
and continued restitution
payments. He was ordered
not to have any contact with
the victims or their families.
Bunge also was sen-

walks of life discuss why
meat, dairy, poultry and eggs
that are locally grown are
important to them, their com-
munities and local
economies 1n a series of one-
minute video testimonials
produced by the Less=More
sustainable agriculture coali-
tion.

Jill Johnson and Mary
Wills of Crane Dance Farm

in Middleville will kick off
the series with the release of

tenced 1n another case in
which he pleaded guilty to
surveillance of an unclothed
person. In that case, he was
sentenced to nine months in
jail with 60 months of pro-
bation. The jail time is sus-
pended with probation and
payment of $1,933 in court
fines and costs. Bunge was
ordered not to have any
contact with the victim.

Middleville farm to kick
off food testimonial

their testimonial via
LLess=More’s
0 G e 0 MR e
@MoreforMichigan, and on
its Facebook page.

Crane Dance Farm is a
member of Less=More.

The number of farmers
markets in Michigan has
grown from around 90 in
2001 to more than 300 today,
according to the Michigan
Farmer’s Market
Association’s website.

TK Board of Education has
three seats up for election

The Thornapple Kellogg
School Board of Education
will have three positions
available for the November
election. These positions are
six-year terms  ending
December 30, 2020.

A candidate who wishes
to seek a position on the
school board must file a

nominating petition, or sub-
mit a $100 filing fee, and an

affidavit of identity no later

than 4 p.m. on Tuesday, July
22. Candidates must file
with the Barry County Clerk.

The three seats are cur-
rently held by David Smith,
Kim Selleck and Anne

Hamming.

il e

P 5 e R R
B
|

Sar., July 121h
2:00 pm - Midnigh!

:"f. 1"‘-5‘ —Ih,. 1._'. .J.f- ‘F-‘;._

NKS AND GREAT MUSIC! -

FOR SALE! -

Twitter

A Christran radio host has
reportedly admitted to some
of the allegations of sexually
assaulting a young boy under
the age of 13, according to
local media reports.

John

Caledonia, former host at
91.3 WCSG, was arraigned

June 23 in Calhoun County

District court and is charged
with first degree criminal
sexual conduct and second
degree criminal sexual con-
duct. He was denied bond
and 1s currently being held in
the Calhoun County Jail.
Homeland Security
Investigators allege Balyo
paid Battle Creek resident
Ronald Moser to arrange

DEBATE, continued from page 1

largely depends on - the
amount of snowfall in a
given season. He said if the
village has another winter
like the last one, it’s going to
be much more expensive and
time consuming.

Council member Ed
Schellinger said he has con-
cerns about the snow from
the sidewalks then piling up
In people’s driveways and
how the snowplowing equip-
ment will work on narrow
streets and sidewalks. He
said property damage from
the sidewalk snow removal
1s another concern.

Council member Sue
Reyff said other communi-
ties offer the service to the
residents and she said she
believes it 1s something peo-
ple in Middleville would
like.

“l think we need to con-
sider walkability in our com-
munity and safety,” suggest-
ed Reyff. “I think our resi-
dents would appreciate it. It
will be encouraging for them
to see 1t. This would be
something very visible.”

Council member Shannon
Haigh said she thinks it
would be helpful for people
wanting to walk but, more

importantly, for the safety of

children walking to school.
Haigh said she wouldn’t
want to take money away
from upkeep of roads, but
said she would like to possi-

WOUNDED WABRI()I{ 2
PROJECT

SA7YROAY. JULY /27'

GENERAL PUBLIC IS WELCOME!

10 pre-register, visit Red's
Or any stop on the route

(Pre-registrations ends July 11, 2014)
* $10 per bike » $5 per rider

Registration on the day of the event:
Time: 10:00 am to 11:30 am
* 520 per bike * $5 per rider

without bond in C

Balyo, 35, of

John Balyo

sexual encounters with a

MmiInor.

Balyo was arrested at the
Big Ticket Festival, a large
Christian music event, 1n
Gaylord June 20.

bly consider the sidewalk
snowplowing in the upcom-
Ing budget.

In a recent survey of vil-
lage residents, snow removal
was seen as one of the most
important services from the
village. Two respondents
specifically wrote In
remarks about the need for
sidewalk snow removal.

Council members ques-
tioned whether all the side-
walks 1n the village could be
done or how the village

workers would prioritize
which sidewalks to clear
first.

“Let’s not be so negative
and look at this as a posi-
tive,” said Reyff. She
reminded the council that, on
their recent visit to Fremont
as part of the Mayor
Exchange program, they
learned that Fremont offers
sidewalk snowplowing and
has done so successfully for
about 16 years.

alhoun County

“bondage™

After his arrest, Balyo
gave officials permission to
search a Plainfield Townshlp
storage unit. There, investi-
gators say they found a
Kit containing
handcutfs, chains and duct
tape. They also reportedly
found rubber gloves, chil-
dren's socks and other mate-
rial about missing children.

WCSG is operated by
Cornerstone University and
Balyo reportedly worked
there for eight years. Balyo is

also a Cornerstone
University graduate.

WCSG has fired Balyo
and removed his biographi-
cal 1nformation from its
home page. .

“My interpretation of
Fremont is that they are com-
munity-minded and they
work together,” added Reyff.
“T'hey ve 1roned out a lot of
these concerns and maybe
we can ask them about how
they do 1t.”

Weeks said there is time to
continue researching the idea
and evaluating equipment
before the winter months set
in. Weeks suggested that, if
the council decides to imple-
ment sidewalk snowplowing,
the village should continue
to strongly encourage resi-
dents to remove Snow on
sidewalks 1n front of their
properties to allow the DPW
staff to target the most heav-
1ly used areas first and to
determine if the staff can
plow all the sidewalks ade-
quately with one piece of
equipment.

SParts Bar 7 gnll

661 S. Broadway St., Middleville, M
269-205-2727

KICK STANDS UP AT 12:00

06845568

Beacon Society’s

§B0OK SALE

for and in the

&= |K Public Library
=% 3885 Bender Rd., Middleville

Tuesday, J U|y 8th * Noon to 7:30pm
' Lots of gently used books
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* Red'’s Sports Bar and Grill

* Wayland Uccello’s

* Horn Creek, Dowling

* Old Towne Tavern, Hastings
* Shamrock, Freeport

* Family Tavern, Caledonia

* End at Red’s Sports Bar and Grill

Proceeds go to the Wounded Warrior Project

RN TO RED’S FOR:

Pig Roast ¢ Party
Drawings

rood and Drink Specials

facebook

50/50 "Slle
'I‘avern'

DRAWING
ateach
stop

Live Music by

TORROK LU

05548306
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PARADE, continued from page 1
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Several members of the Caledonia String Players , with the addition of a percus-

Post 305,
American Legion, marched
solemnly followed by mem
bers of the Riders of the
American Legion, Sons ol
the American Legion, and
members chauffeured in goll
caris

['he fire engines, seeming
ly every piece of Caledonia
Fire equipment, capped ofl
|1}, the 100-1o0l aerial truck,
was in the parade and every
siren, every whistle, every
horn contributed to generat
ing excitement in the patient-
ly waiting crowd of specta
lawn chairs,

curbs: or

seated In
.'lml ()

LOT'S
benches,
leaning against storefronts.

It isn't every year the
Hometown Hero gets 1o
drive his own antique fire
engine in the parade cele
brating Independence Day,
but John "Buff" Rodgers did.
Not that there was anything
to suggest it might have been
old hat to him, for no parade
in Caledonia 1s complete
without him at the wheel of
his 1936 Caledoma fire
engine. Saturday, it was also
a reminder of his years of
service to the community as
a volunteer firefighter.

Other departments from
surrounding communities
also came to the parade.
Perhaps honors for the far
thest was an engine from the
1950's from the community
of Crockery near Fruitport.

The Caledonia String
Players provided a medley of
tunes. Interspersed with vari-
ous groups of Scouts in the
community were pieces of
farm equipment. It was pos-
sible to see the changes n
the evolution and develop-
ment of farm equipment
from the 1920s to equipment
so new-looking it might have

CUSTOM PROCESSING & SLAUGHTER

sion section, entertains the crowd watching the parade.

Grand Frog and Turtle Race Master Walter Bujak
(from left) assists Ron Vanartsen as daughters Aubrey
and Brooklynn register their frog, Hoppy, for the race.

come from the showroom

floor.

A community
appearing to be made up ol
many members of the
Caledonia High School band
volunteers,

band.

augmented by
|1L‘|]11.‘L| to create a festive
atmosphere.
A Nnew
year was a Panthers cheer-
leading squad from
Davenport University. The
elegant bus used to take ath-
letic teams to away games
drew many cheers as did the
cheerleaders in their red and

participant this

white costumes.

The parade also provided
an instant civics lesson.
Almost every local candidate
on the August 5 primary
election ballot was present,

distributing literature, plung-

(616) 891-8447

www.caledoniapacking.com

n“r

Find us on Facebook!

ing into the crowd to shake
hands, and waving enthusi
astically 1n

.'mL]
SUppt WICTS

responsc 10

cheers whistles from

assorted among
the parade-goers.

The parade route also fea-
tured the scrambling of chil-
dren for candy thrown by
many parade participants. A
boon was the many bottles of
cold water offered by a local

company.

Scouts from Pack 3210,
including Webelos from
Paris Ridge Elementary

School also were among the
community groups partici-
pating in the paradeas well as
local churches. One
church, the (aines
Community Church, has
made cleaning up after
parades in Caledonia a serv-
Ice project. Members
marched, wielding the tools
of their trade: Brooms, dust-
pans, and garbage bags.

LLocal businesses showed
their support for the celebra-
tion with floats. One float
operated by a provider of
balloon nides offered bnet
bursts of tlame that rose a
controlled eight to ten feet In
the air. Other floats read
“Happy Birthday  or “Happj
Fourth.” Some celebrated
freedom and some also paid
tribute to veterans of the U.S.
Armed Forces.

The parade ended with
vehicles driven by members
of the community and indi-

SOIMC

Several cheerleaders dressed in uniforms featuring the bright red color with white
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accents of Davenport University display their skill and enthusiasm to the crow a

viduals joining 1n the parade
But that was not all. A tra-
ditional activity at (aledona

celebrations Ol
Independence Day 1s the
"'rl_"j.:f and | urtle Races

Walter Bujak and his famuly
have preserved this activity
which occurs after the p.ir.ulc

and 1s an alternative to the
tractor pulls 1n Lakeside
Park

After the frog and turtle
races and the tractor pulls,
there tor lunch,
barbecues, and naps to per-

was 1ime

mit energics to be restored
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9:00 AM

- 1:00 PM

THE CALEDONIA CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
9957 Cherry Valley Avenue Caledonia, Michigan 49316

PARKING LOT Lf!
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Wednesday, July 9th « 4-7pm

First Rehab & Sport Physical Therapy

4525 N. M-37 Hwy., Suite B Middleville, Ml

(Located in the Middleville Town Center)

Meet our new full-time Physical Therapist,

Ryan S. Gary, DPT

who graduated in 2013 from Regis University,
Denver, Colorado

Experience our State-of-the-Art
Anti-Gravity Alter G Treadmill,

an FDA therapeutic device helping
patients heal faster

Enjoy Complimentary Food and
Beverages

Enter to WIN A SKI TRIP

to Steamboat Springs, Colorado

(Including 2 nights of lodging and
2 adult 2-day ski lifts)

—

Lindsay Vertalka,
MSPT
Physical Therapist

& Owner

PHYSICAI

Compassionate Care
for Our Community

THERAPYR

PT, DPT

Therapist

Full-Time Physical

-
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