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Thornapple Kellogg High School junior Carley Dole leads a group of students as
they present a petition to the board of education concerning the 2014-15 budget.

TK board approves difficult budget;
makes support staff reductions

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

No teachers will be laid
off but one program will be
eliminated as the Thornapple
Kellogg Schools trim more
than $500,000 to get to bal-
anced budget for 2014-15.

In addition, support staff
will see reductions and some
teachers will be shifted into
new positions to fill areas
where jobs are being
absorbed and not filled with

School’s out for summ

last day of school Thursday,
year by five days after having to can

new hires.

The 2014-15 budget
assumes total revenues of
$27.416 million and total
expenses of $27.395 million,
leaving about $20,000 to
help grow the fund balance.

Superintendent ~ Tom
Enslen told the board of edu-
cation Monday the district 1S
not anticipating using any of
its fund balance for the
upcoming year and hopes to
begin to grow that fund back

to the board’s goal of at least
|0 percent of one year's
operating budget. Currently,
the fund balance, essentially
a saving account, sits at
about 8.85 percent. A few
years ago, the district had
more than 20 percent in fund
balance but has used those
funds to cover budget
deficits.

“We're running out of

See BUDGET, page 3
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After an extended school year, Thornapple Kellogg students finally rejoiced on the

June 12. The district was forced to extend the school

cel classes 13 times during the harsh winter.

Additionally, two teacher in-service days were used as student make-up days in the

spring. Students had a hal
the summer. The 2014-15 s

day of school Thursday before leaving the classrooms for
chool year starts Sept. 2. Here, Thornapple Kellogg High

School juniors celebrate their advancement as the new senior class at the high
- school. Pictured with a sign at the end of the day Thursday announcing “TKHS Class
of 2015 is taking over” are (from left) Rachel Smith, Sarah Bakker, |zzy Rapson,

Emily Adams, Lauren Grinage, Savanna

h Temple. (Photo by Julie Makarewicz)

139th year

Western Week begins
Wednesday in Caledonia

by Fran Faverman
Staff Writer

Western Week, the annual
opening of the celebratory
the village of
Caledonia, will
Tuesday evening,
with the Dave
Memorial softball

season 1n
UPL‘H
June 17/.

Stegger

Sdllic
between the downtown mer-
chants and the Caledonia
Fire Department. The game
will start at 6:30 p.m. at the
Duncan Lake Middle School
field.

The week really gets into
the fully festive swing of
activities Wednesday, June
18, which i1s Kids Day.

Unless otherwise noted,
all activities begin at 5 and
end at 9 p.m.

Two blocks of Main Street
will be closed from Church
to Kinsey streets from 2 to 10
p.m. Wednesday and
Thursday; Friday, the closure
will be from 2 p.m. to mid-
night, following the commu-
nity dance. .

The theme for Wednesday

will be Connecting Kids with

Creatures. The highlight of

the day will be the All-Pet
Parade, beginning with sign-
up at 6:30 p.m. at the
erounds of the department of
public works building at 250
Maple St.

Reflecting the theme are a
dairy milking demonstration
on Main Street from 3 (O
6:30 p.m.; an equine demon-
stration -from 7:45 to Y p.m.;
the Caledonia Equestrian
Club; and the Safari Club
International display. An
archery exhibit and a DNR
simulated shooting exhibit
reflect the hunting tradition
in the area.

The interaction between
animals and people will be
represented also by the
Humane Society exhibit, the
Kent County Search and
Rescue K-9 operation and
the Kent County Sherift’s
Department

For sheer fun, old-fash-
ioned games for children will
be available and a new fea-
ture — frogs and turtle races
— will happen at 8 p.m. In
the green space in front of
the building at the corner of

Church and Main streets.
The popular inflatables and a
dunk tank are back, too.

A new feature being pro-
vided h_\. the Arl 1
Caledonia Committee will be
the opportunity for kids to
have an art-in, paint-in on
two doors; when painted the
doors will be added to the
exhibit. Volunteers will
supervise the process, which
will use washable acrylic
paints.

Providing a time oOf transi-
tion, the Caledonia String
Players will entertain with a
concert from 9:15 to 9:45
p.m. before the family-
friendly movie that will
begin at dusk to wind up the
day. Guests should bring
lawn chairs.

Thursday i1s Market Day.
Beginning at 4:30 p.m., all
kinds of crafts and arts will be
available, as well as baked
goods, homemade preserves,
jams and jellies. Items from
knitted and woven goods to
finely crafted jewelry in a

See WEEK, page 8

Township and village may seek
grant to enable sharing office space

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

Thornapple Township and
the Village of Middleville
will seek a grant that could
enable the two governing
bodies to expand the village
hall and to share office
space.

Township officials
approved seeking the grant
in May. Village council
members eventually
approved the grant applica-
tion at their meeting June 10,
reiterating that they are only
giving approval to apply for
the grant at this time and
could very well still decide
not to share office space
even if the grant is approved.

Village Manager Rebecca
Fleury told the council mem-
bers it's an opportunity that
she’s never seen before -- a
erant with no matching dol-
lars from local governments
required.

“Ive been working with
grants for 20 years and 1've
never seen that before,” she

*said. “I didn’t even think we

would be eligible for the
orant, but I made some calls
and we are eligible.”

Fleury reminded the coun-
cil that the joint committee
made up of members of the

township and village bodies
recommended consideration
of expanding the village hall
to the east on a current
vacant lot owned by the vil-
lage. An estimated 2,000-
square-foot expansion would
provide about the same
amount of office space as 1s
currently available at the
township hall now. A prelim-
inary cost estimate 1s about
$250,000.

“This has nothing to do

- with consolidating forms of

sharing
assured

Just
space,

government,
office
Fleury.

But some council mem-
bers said they were con-
cerned it was a step toward

government consolidation.
“I'm not opposed to shar-
ing a building,” stated
Village Council member
Shannon Haigh, “but I don't
want to merge together. |
don’t think that's a road |
want to go down. I just know
the agenda Mr. Bremer
(township supervisor Mike)
has and this just gets us clos-
er to that and it scares me.
Haigh apologized to the
council and the public after
getting upset at the previous
committee of the whole
meeting when this 1ssue was
discussed. Haigh said she felt
she was rudely cut off while

See GRANT, page 2

. Caledonia village adopts budget
of just under $500,000

. Caledonia Community Players 10
~ present comedy next two weekends

. Scots softball falls to Hudsonville;
baseball loses to Knights in 10th

. National 24-Hour Challenge
in Middleville this weekend
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Caledonia village adopts budget of just under $500,000

by Fran Faverman
Staff Writer

Following the required
public hearing Monday
evening, the Caledonia
Village Council adopted a
budget for the fiscal year
beginning July 1. The budget
resolution also maintains the
tax rate at 6.444 mills per
$1,000 of taxable value.

The budget estimates gen-
eral fund revenues at
$495,134; expenditures from
the fund are estimated at
$447,565. The major streets
fund, with a balance of
$86,234, exypects to spend
$72,474. The local streets
fund, $96,862, will spend
$93,791. The sewer fund
with an estimated revenue of
$489,521 will spend
$489,217.

Other resolutions estab-
lished compensation for vil-

lage officers and employees
at current rates.
Reimbursement for allowed
expenses 1s maintained at the
current level of $30 per day
for meals and $100 per night
for lodging; reimbursement
for mileage when using a
personal car for transacting
village business is at the rate
allowed by the U.S. Internal
Revenue Service.

In other business Monday,
village manager and clerk
Sandy Ayers said she distrib-
uted election materials to vil-
lage president Glenn Gilbert
and council members Danise
Regan, Elizabeth Fanco and
Gary Scholls. All are
required to file petitions by 4
p.m. July 22 for the
November general election
ballot.

Village engineer Paul
Galdes reported that he had

met with residents on
Alanada and a representative
from First Companies to deal
with the drainage issue in
backyards. According to him
the problem i1s not really a
village  problem.  First
Companies 1s going to sup-
ply a plan to address the
problem, which, he said, is
caused by the degradation of
a swale designed to prevent
the water from accumulating
in the yards. An alternative,
he added, was for the resi-
dents to consider contacting
the Kent County Drain
Commissioner and creatmg a
drainage district.

Galdes also met with the
developer of the proposed
245 Kinsey St. property to
discuss traffic and sewer
1ssues raised by the proposed
development. The develop-
ment will be the subject of

GRANT, continued from page 1

discussing the issue to the
point she wouldn’t make fur-
ther comments at that meet-
Ing.

“I should have never let
any colleague get me so
upset that I would not finish
what I wanted to say,” she
explained. - “I apologize to
everyone for that. I was very
rudely cut of and I don’t
think I should have been cut
off. But I do apologize for
not expressing what I wanted
to say.”

Council member Sue
Reytf said her concern is that
there are already too many
vacant buildings in the vil-
lage and vacating the town-
ship building only adds to
the problem. She also
expressed concern about the
township recently renovating
its offices and spending
money on the project only to
‘consider moving.

“I’m not pleased with the
idea,” said Reyff. “We have
SO many vacant buildings
already. We need to try to
bring people in and not have
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Reytt also said she’s wor-
ried about the cost of the
expansion and if the grant
would truly cover 100 per-
cent of the costs.

Council member Ed
Schellinger said the
$250,000 estimate is only a
preliminary estimate and
more details will be looked
at if the two groups move
forward with the grant appli-
cation. He said if the grant is
awarded but doesn’t cover
all the costs, the village and
township will have to decide
at that time if it’s a worth-
while project or not.

Council member Joyce
Lutz also expressed disap-
proval of the grant applica-
tion.

“l think we all can
remember some things that
have happened at the town-
ship,” added Lutz. “This vil-
lage is part of the township.
Until the township can get
their stuff together I think

1t’s wrong to even think

about doing anything togeth-
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Lutz also talked about the
number of vacant buildings
in the downtown area and
said she didn’t think it was a
good 1dea to add another
vacancy at this time. Lutz
also said people would not
be pleased to see the green
space next to the village hall
be used for a building addi-
tion.

Lutz and Reyff voted

against seeking the grant .

while the rest of the council
approved making the appli-
cation. Even if the grant is
awarded, the council and
township will have many
more Serious conversations

about sharing space before

any decision is finalized.

In other business at
Tuesday’s meeting:

* Village resident Judy
Kruse told the council the
negative manners exhibited
at some prior council meet-
Ings appear to be personal
agendas. She said applying
for the consolidation grant
makes sense and looked at it
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the meeting of the planning
commission meeting, which
will begin at 7 p.m.
Thursday, June 26, at the vil-
lage hall, 250 Maple St.

Joshua Maynard, manager
of the wastewater treatment
plant, reported that a visit
from the Michigan
Department of
Environmental Quality had
gone well. The single batch
reactors are slated to be
cleaned starting next week,
Maynard said, and virtually
all of the rags and other
material will be hauled off
site.

Part of the meeting was
devoted to motions to
approve. various appoint-
ments. Reappointed to the
planning commission for
new three-year terms were
Regan, Brian Hicks and
Chuck Swift. Alan Marsman

1 “I'm not pleased

with the idea. We

| have so many

| vacant buildings
already. We need to
try to bring people

{in and not have
{ more empty build-
INgs.”

Sue Reyff,
village council §

as a win-win for the town-
ship and village. She sug-
gested council members set
aside their personal agendas
and move on with what’s
best for the village and com-
munity as a whole.

* Kruse also read a letter
from village resident Sherry
Ronning. In that letter,
Ronning also said the coun-
cil needs to work together to
promote a positive image of
Middleville and positive out-
comes for the community.
She also suggested council
member set aside personal
vendettas and act on what’s
best for the community.
Kruse also said Ronning will
be running for a village
council seat in the November
election.

* Council approved a res-
olution  supporting the
August ballot language
regarding personal property
tax reform. The Michigan
Municipal League has asked
municipalities to approve the
tax reform proposal.

* A July 22 public hearing
was set to amend the
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was reappointed to the vil-
lage construction board of
appeals. Several one-year
appointmendts to various vil-
lage committees also were
approved by the council.

Parade permits were
approved for Memorial Day,
Western Week,
Independence Day,
Halloween and Christmas.
The final action taken by the
council was the certification
of the delinquent sewer
charges; the charges will
now be added to the July I
tax bills.

Trustee Karen Hahn,
reporting for the
Independence Day

Celebration Committee, said
fireworks would be at
CalPlex as they were last
year. lhe frog and turtle
races and the parade all will

be Saturday, June 28. The

Downtown  Development
Authority and Tax Increment
Financing plans for the vil-
lage. The amendments will
extend the life of the DDA
from 2016 through 2025.

* The council approved a
three-year contract with
Charter Communications for
Internet and phone services.
Village officials estimate
they can save about $1,000
per month by bundling the
Services.

e Council members
approved. an agreement with
[rving Township for $1,000
to be used toward trail main-
tenance. The Paul Henry
Thornapple Trail has about
1.47 miles in Irving
Township. That board
approved the funds to help
with annual maintenance of
that portion of the trial.

* Department of Public
Works director Duane
Weeks reported a new dump
truck for the village has been

-for all

truck pulls will be Fnday
June 27, and the tractor pull
will be Saturday after the
parade.

Trustee Dan Erskine said
help i1s needed at the car
show during Western Week.
He added that he and Todd
Grinndge, the sidewalk com-
mittee, do not anticipate a
need for any major sidewalk
repairs this summer.

Gilbert said wood chips
the flower beds
MainStreet are expected
before Western Week. He
also welcomed Fricano’s to
the community and said the
sign problem was being
worked on. The Essential
Bean Cotfee Shop and Pub is
now open for business.

The next meeting of the
council will be Monday, July
|4, at 7 p.m. 1n the village

hall, 250 Maple St.

ordered and it should be
available by sometime in
December. He also noted all
lighting upgrades have been
completed with energy effi-
cient lights being installed in
the village facilities.

* Fleury reported the
county should begin
installing a 911 antennae on
the water tower on Bender
Road within the next couple
of weeks. Council members
said they wanted to wait to
have that antennae installed
and working before consid-
ering approval of a request
for an Internet tower on the
same water tower.

* Schellinger commented
that, once again, the auditors
report proves the ability,
knowledge and professional-
ism of the village manager
and her staff. He said the vil-
lage has overcome some
major financial hurdles in the
past years with Fleury’s
guidance.

Caledonia Main Street presents

/th Annual

I
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connecting kids with creatures
car & motorcycle show | shuttle rides
street dance | all pet parade | concessions

movie night | taste of caledonia
main street market
old tashiéned kids’ games | line dancing
opening the door to art in caledonia

n << like us on facebook

portions of proceeds to benefit Caledonia Equestrian Team
Kent County Search and Rescue
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BUDGET, continued from page 1

options,” said  Enslen.
“When 80 percent of your
budget is used for salaries
and benefits, there just isn't
anywhere else to go. We can
only get to the numbers we
need by considering people.”

Some of the changes
include:

» An advanced art class at
the high school will be dis-
continued since initially only
11 students signed up for the
class next year. That art
teacher will shift to teach
English classes to fill in for
an English teacher taking a
sabbatical. The art teacher
also 1s qualified to teach
English.

e One kindergarten and
one first grade teaching posi-
tion will be absorbed and
personnel shifted into other

areas.
e One special education

aide at the middle school 1s
retiring, and that position

will not be filled but will be
absorbed by other employ-
ees.

* The high school 1s man-
dated to add English as a sec-
ond language class for stu-
dents whose first language i1s
not English. No ESL class is
currently  offered,  but
because of the growing num-
ber of students in this group,
the state i1s mandating the
addition, and existing teach-
ers will shift to fill that class-
room need.

 One technology support
position will be eliminated in
the district.

e A full-time mechanic
position vacant at the bus
carage will not be filled. The
transportation director will
fill in as a lead mechanic. A
part-time person will be
hired at the bus garage.

e A part-time position at
the copy center will be elim-
inated.

« The accounts payable
position in the central office
will move from full-time to
part-time. h

e The district is looking at
about $30,000 in cuts to the
athletic department.

Enslen said no Advanced
Placement classes are being
cut, nor are any athletic pro-
grams, even though the ath-
letic department will have a
reduction in funds.

He said he’s not happy
about any of the changes, but
the past practice of using
fund balance to make up the
deficit has to stop.

“It’s a pattern that’s way
too easy to do,” Enslen said.
“We recognize we cannot
continue doing it. The bleed-
Ing has to stop.”

Several high school stu-
dents and teachers attended
Monday night's meeting
when the board approved the
2104-15 budget with the

Dutton Days celebration

by Fran Faverman
Staff Writer
Dutton is having its celebra-
tory day at the Dutton Fire
Department Saturday, June 21.
For those who want to take
the family out for an early
meal, a pancake breakfast fea-
turing pancakes, eggs, bacon
and sausage will be available
from 7 to 10 a.m. The fire
department is located at 3471

.r -

ADVANCED
STONE

269.795.0002

Cherry Valley

Plumbing & Electrical

68th Street. east of the traffic
light at Hanna Lake Road and

68th.
After breakfast, guests will

be the opportunity to visit any
or all of the 36 craft booths

available before taking in the

parade at 11 a.m.

People in need of further
nourishment or those who
missed breakfast will have the
opportunity to choose from

e £ .'_ T T e, ey | e il ——
o Eys 4 L §

will support food bank

selections that will be avail-
able from seven different food

vendors.

While a great deal of the

activities are free, Troy Smith

4

one of the organizers of the
event, said donation are appre-
ciated for breakfast; any prof-
its will go to support the

Dutton
Bank. which
Redeemer Covenant Church.

Community Food
is located at

cuts. Students voiced their
concerns about any programs
being cut and said they want-
ed to make certain the board
of education understands the
importance of all programs
now at the high school.

“Tonight we ask that you
consider the state-of-the-art
facilities that we fought so
hard to receive two years ago
and will no longer be used to
its full potential,” said high
school junior Carley Dole.

She expressed concern
about programs being cut
and offered a petition signed
by 420 high school students
asking the board not to cut
programs or make changes to
elective classes at the high
school.

“They [elective classes|
allow our students to think
outside the box, to apply cre-
ativity and tackle problems
in new ways, Dole told the
board. “They are what truly
advocate the words of Albert
Einstein — ‘The true sign of
intelligence is not knowl-
edge but imagination.’

“We ask that your deci-
sions be made based on the
3,000 voices behind you;
those voices of the youth that
belong to the district where

‘students come first,”” said
Dole.
Board president Dave

Smith thanked the students
for their courage to go to the
board and share their con-
Ccerns.

“None of us want to cut
anything we don’t have to,”
said Smith, and he assured
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the students everything pos-
sible will be done to be cer-
tain elective and other class-
es at the high school are pro-
tected.

Board member Don
Haney asked the students to
take their message to legisla-
LOTS.

“Share with them your
concern about school fund-
ing,” Haney urged. “Get peo-
ple in the district calling
about it. That’s the only way
they’'re going to listen.”

Board  member Anne
Hamming encouraged the
students to put their message
on YouTube and reach out to
others.

“It’s not just us here at TK.
[t’s not just 3,000 kids — 1t’s
kids all across the state being
affected,” she said.

Mike Hagerty from the
Kent Intermediate School
District who 1s acting finan-
cial director for the district,
said the budget is based on
several assumptions — any
of which may change the
outlook depending on how
decisions are made by the

The
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Barber Salon

6561 Jasonville Farms Blud. S.E., Caledonia, Mi 4

» Haircut, Finish w/Hot Cream *;

" Tuesday/Wednesday 11:15-7;

state. He said he has looked
at best-case scenarios for the
district, worst-case scenarios
and most-likely scenario. He
said he based budget figures
on the latter, but cautioned
that any of those assump-
tions being wrong can posi-
tively or negatively impact
the budget.

Hagerty credited the dis-
trict and the board for their
ability to keep budget cuts
away from students and
classrooms as much as possi-
ble. He noted of 813 districts
in the state, Thornapple
Kellogg ranks 216th for per-
centage of funds spent per
pupil in classrooms.

“You have a really sold
administrative team here.
They get along well, process
information well, and com-
municate with each other 1n
making a lot of tough deci-
sions, said Hagerty.

The district 1s not alone 1n
financial concerns, he said;

schools all across the country
are being impacted by con-
tinued decreasing funds for
public education.
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Ride Downtown for Dinner
Shop * Get Some Ice Cream

The Village of Middleville will be the venue this summer for the
newest trolley route. Every Wednesday night, june 4 through August
20, the trolley will ring through the streets from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm.
catch it at any of the designated stops, or just flag it down on its route.
All rides are FREE! Compliments of the local businesses listed in this

brochure.

START 6:00

Lincoln Meadows
Cider Mill

Edgewood

High St
STAGECOACH PARK
Stadium Drive
Robin

Towncenter 1

6:00
6:02
6:04
6:08
6:11
6:15
6:17
6:20
6:22
6:26
6:30
6:35

Towncenter 2
Sherman St.

Misty Ridge
STAGECOACH PARK

Please be at the stops
10 minutes prior. Pickup
times may vary plus or

minus 10 minutes.

If you would like more
information about
Barry County Transit Services
please call

(269)948-8098

www.barrycountytransit.com

Barry County Transit would
like to thank the
Village of Middleville,
and the sponsoring merchants
for their help in making this
service possible.

269-945-0004
269-838-1215
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