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51 | Tanks removed from Arlington property; village prepares for sale

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

The village of Middleville
is one step closer to cleaning
up the property at 307
Arlington and being ready to
sell 1t.

Village Manager Rebecca
Fleury told council members
Tuesday the two remaining
underground storage tanks
on the site, former home of
Bob’s Engine Hospital, have
been removed and early indi-
cations are that they were not
leaking.

The village purchased the
property that had gone into
tax foreclosure through the
county. The past several
months have been spent
obtaining grants to assist
with cleaning the site and

making sure there 1S no
ground contamination.

The village council
intends to sell the property
with Chemical Bank having
the right of first refusal on
the site. The bank has
expressed interest in placing
a drive-through ATM at the
site to help alleviate crowd-
ing at the existing branch
location.

Fleury said she hopes the
village can have the property
sold by September or
October.

In another clean-up 1ssue,
Code Enforcement Officer
Rocky Adams reported there
was a significant increase 1n
the number of unregistered
and inoperable vehicles. He
said he has made notifica-

tions on approximatelyl
unregistered vehicles and, to
date, most of them have been
resolved.

Adams said the long win-
ter may have contributed to
the increase in the numbers.
He said residents have been
very cooperative in general.

In other matters at
Tuesday’s meeting:

e Council approved a
special event permit for
Helping Hands Ministry to
have a camp-out awareness
event July 4 through 6
behind Lovey’s Snack Shack
at 515 Grand Rapids St. The
event 1s to promote aware-
ness of homelessness and the
seven to nine participants
will be living out of card-
board boxes or tents for the

Teams take to the track for
| |Caledonia’s Relay for Lite event

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

Walkers and runners will
be busy Saturday and
Sunday making laps at
Caledonia’s High School
track as they take part in the
community’s second annual
Relay for Life event for the

American Cancer Society.
With the theme “Around
the World,” teams will rep-
resent different states, coun-
tries or regions of the word.
The event will start at 9 a.m.

through 9 a.m. Sunday.
Relays such as this are
the American Cancer
Society’s flagship fundrais-
ers. They’ve grown 1n popu-
larity and now are held in
5,200 communities and 20
countries. Relay events col-
lectively raise more than
$400 million annually with
funds used by the American
Cancer Society for research
into cures and medicines,
information and services to
cancer patients and care-

Prior to the 2013 inaugu-

ral event in Caledonia, resi-
dents partnered in the
Kentwood Relay for Life
event. But last year the
Caledonia community ral-
lied and decided it was time
to host its own American
Cancer Society signature
fundraising event.

Alex Willey, event coor-
dinator for the American
Cancer Society, said last
year's Caledonia event was

event.

. Council approved a
special event permit for the
Middleville Lions Club to
host the annual Taste of
Middleville event July 26
from 5 to 7 p.m. The event
will take place 1n the grassy
area between the village hall
and Champs.

e Council approved a spe-
cial use permit for YMCA of
Barry County to host a week-
long summer playground
program at Calvin Hill Park.
The park will be used Aug.
4 through 8 from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. each day.

e The village’s planning
commission will meet June
3. Among the items on the
agenda will be a public hear-
ing to rezone property on the

southeast corner of Crane
Road and M-37. Village
Planning and  Zoning
Administrator Brian
Urquhart said the request i1s
from  Good  Shepherd
Lutheran Church. He said he
believes the church wants to
sell the property and believes
a rezoning from residential
estates to highway commer-
cial will increase its value
and usefulness. The planning
commission will make a rec-
ommendation to the village
council.

* Urquhart said he inves-
tigated a concern about a
possible zoning violation at
315 East Main St. concern-
ing part of the property being
used for rental units in a sin-
gle family district. Urquhart

said he did not find any vio-
lation. The owner said he
was not renting any portion
of the home. Council mem-
ber Joyce Lutz asked 1if
Urquhart went 1nside the
home and inspected, but
Urquhart said he did not
have permission to do so and
had no legal authority to do
SO.

. The Planning
Commission will also review
site plans for the Paul Henry
Trail extension and
Riverfront Park plans at its
June 3 meeting.

- Fleury reported village
staff has been working with
Viridis to go over the design
completion status for the

See PROPERTY, page 11

Middleville Veterans Memorial
project gets meaningful donation

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer
Middleville’s

financial boost on Memorial

Day when Bob and Donna

Roush donated more than
$4.300 toward the project.
“When we first heard
about the plans, we thought 1t
sounded like a great deal and
a good way to honor and
remember Nicholas so he

planned
Veterans Memorial got a big

See RELAY, page 11| goo MEMORIAL, page 2

Saturday and continue  SIVETS.

CPL Nicholas Roush

KIA 8-16-09
Herat, Afghanistan
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- Small-batch distillery, college
football may be coming to Caledonia

. Scots strike first, but FHC strikes
back in soccer semifinals

.« TKHS sets numerous records
in district victories

» TK junior Poland wins trio of
Michigan state championships

McFall students sing National Anthem for Whitecaps

Students from five of Thornapple Kellogg’s McFall Elementary first grade classrooms sang and signed the

National Anthem at the West Michigan White Caps baseball game May 17 during the “Salute 10 Milit'ary Night.”
Students from the classrooms of Michelle DeVries, Karen Seifert, Jaimie Hoeksema, and Meghan Collins opened

the game with the singing and signing. Many local members of the military were recogqized. Pictured is first grade
~ teacher Michelle DeVries leading the students in the National Anthem. (photo by Robin Walters)
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won't be forgotten,” said
Bob Roush.
Nicholas Roush, a

Thornapple- Kellogg High
School graduate, died Aug.
16, 2009, while serving in
Afghanistan. A memorial
fund was set up in his name
to accept donations from
throughout the community.

Bob said the funds have
been safe, but just waiting
for the right time to be used.

“No one really knew what
to do with it and i1t was just
too much to think about for
awhile,” admits Bob, who
added that, after meeting
with organizers of the
Veterans Memorial, he and
Donna felt it the donation
would be a fitting and lasting
way to honor not only their
son, but others who have
died serving the country.

“We feel good about it,”
said Bob. “We feel like 1t
will be a lasting memorial 1n
the community. Nick loved
this community. He was all
about his hometown.”

The Roush’s said they
again want to thank everyone
for donating funds in Nick’s
name and want to let people
know how the funds are
going to be used. Bob said
he’s sure some people may
have been wondering what
was done with the funds and
now, he said, he hopes this
donation will help kick start
the project.

“The time is right for it to
be used now,’ explained
Bob. “This just seems like

the right time and the right

J-Ad Graphics

Cali Fitness
Carpenter Family
Champs

Chemical Bank
Cone Corral
County Seat
D&W - Caledonia
Dr. Eric Hannapel
Flexfab

Frontier Heating
Getz Family
Glass Creek Winery
Gulch Family

Hastings Bowling

John Sager
Lacks Industries:
Lake Family

L) Fluid Power

Maynards

5/3 Bank - Caledonia
Bright Start Pediatric
Caledonia Sportsmens Club

Gun Lake Tribal Casino

~ Hastings City Bank (Middleville)
Holiday Inn - Hastings

“The time is right for
it to be used now.
This just seems like

| the right time and
the right thing to do.”

Bob Roush .

thing to do.”

The Friends of the
Veterans Memorial group is
very excited about the dona-
tion.

The site for the Memorial
1s planned to be part of the
Riverfront Park develop-
ment. It will be located in the
area north of Main St.
between the river and
Railroad St. There will be
plenty of parking available
and seating where people can
take time to reflect and to
remember.

Jerry Welsh, president of
the Friends of Veterans
Memorial, said the bricks
will be a lasting tribute that
will remain 1n the communi-
ty for years.

The focal point of the
memorial park will be an
approximately 11-foot tall
monument where the names
of servicemen and women
killed 1in action or missing in
action 1n conflicts since
World War I will be recog-
nized -- names like Nicholas
Roush and Dane Carver who
was killed in Iraq in 2005.

There will also be two
large granite monuments and

_. The Semors that participated appreciate
, your generosity as they celebrate their graduation

MC Sports

McKeown & Kraai
Meyerink Family

Noah Family
North Park Family Dental

Otto Turkey
Poholski Family

Red’s

)
)
)
)
)
)
Ronald Rasch Farms LLC ;
RW Mechanical ;
Seasonal Grille }
Seif Chevrolet o
Shared-Steps Counseling )
Shea Family )
Shear Attitude Salon )
Shell/Subway - Middleville )
Spartan - Nash )
Swierenga Jewelers _ )
Thome Orchards
Tires 2000 - Middleville )
TK 2014 Senior Parents )
TK Kitchen )
Verizon - Caledonia )
Walforff Brew Pub )

to all the donors for the
Thornapple-Kellogg
2014 Senior Send off!

Meyerink Trenching
Middleville Market Place

MEMORIAL, continued from page 1 —————

two smaller monuments sur-
rounding an engraved brick
area. The two larger monu-
ments are about seven-feet
tall and 11-feet long with
emblems of the different
branches of services and the
words “Middleville Area
Veterans Park.” Different
level sponsors for the park
will also be recognized on
the monuments.

The smaller monuments
will be engraved with the
words “All gave some and
some gave all.”

Engraved brick pavers
may be purchased to recog-
nize any United States veter-
an. - Eligibility for the
engraved bricks will include
anyone who has ever attend-
ed Thornapple Kellogg
schools or resided in the area
that 1s now considered the
TK School district or whoev-
er lived in the 49333 zip
code. Bricks can be added
throughout the years. Each
brick 1s $100 with up to three
lines of engraving per brick.

Welsh estimates the proj-
ect will cost about $60,000
and 1s being funded by dona-
tions.

Anyone wishing to make a
donation or to purchase an
engraved brick should make
checks payable to the
Friends of Veterans
Memorial and sent to the
organization at P.O. Box

451, Middleville. The
Friends of Veterans
Memorial 1s non-profit

organization and all dona-
tions are tax deductible.
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The Middleville 2014
Riverbank Music Series
starts June 13 at Stagecoach
Park along the Thornapple
River.

Concert-goers are encour-
aged to bring along chairs or

blankets and relax on the-

lawn and enjoy the music.

This year’s series provides
a mix of genres.

Tunes and Trails Nights
will be presented by Pennock
Health Services and encour-
age guests to take a walk on
the trail and sit and listen to
the concert.

For more information on
the Riverbank Music Series,
visit the website
www.gomiddleville.com.

Following 1s this year’s

Caledonia school hoard agrees
to new bus/van purchase

by Constance
Cheeseman
Staff Writer
Though the 2013-14
school has ended for
Caledonia, the district’s
board of education continues
to take actions to improve
school operations. The board
met Tuesday, May 27, to
approve recommendations
by
Superintendent © Randy
Rodriguez, including adding
to the 2014-15 budget, a line
item to purchase new and
used buses for the district.
The board’s motivation to
approve the purchase of two

-2013-77 passenger buses and

a  Minotour/29-passenger
van, for $179,533, and a
2014-8 passenger van for
$21,736, stems from the
decision to replace those that

will de-commissioned and
sold.

“We have added a line
item to our budget to pur-
chase buses for our fleet in
our regular operating budg-
et,” explained Rodriguez.
“We are not using any bond
dollars (from the recently
approved zero-mill bond) to
purchase the buses. We will
be selling older buses in our
fleet, and these buses will
replace those sold.”

Discussed by the board
and prompted by reimburse-
ments rates by the state,
members approved raising

HASTINGS 4

269-205-4900

Downtown Hastings
on State St.

BARGAIN TWILIGHT
DAILY 4:00-6:00 PM

* excludes Digital 3D
(S Stadium Seating

$52

& No passes

SHOWTIMES 5/30 - 6/4
TITLES AND TIMES SUBJECT T0 CHANGE

@ © A MILLION WAYS TO DIE IN THE
WEST (R)

SAT-SUN 11:20, 2:00, 4:30, 7:10. 9:40
MON-WED 4:30, 7:10. 9:40

& MALEFICENT (PG)

SAT-SUN 11:10, 1:50, 6:45
MON-WED 6:45

& 3D MALEFICENT (PG)

$2.50 PREMIUN PER 30 TICKET DAILY 4:10, 9:10
O © X-MEN: DAYS OF FUTURE PAST
(PG-13)

SAT-SUN 12:30, 3:30, 6:30. 9:30
MON-WED 6:30, 9:30

a0DZILLA (PG-13)

SAT-SUN 11:00, 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:50
MON-WED 4:20, 7:00, 9:50

Middleville’s Riverbank Music
series kicks off June 13

lineup of bands:

June 13 — Lindsay Lou
and the Flatbellys.

June 20 — The Jim
Shaneberger Band, a Tunes
and Trails Night by Pennock
Health Services.

June 27 — Delilah
DeWylde and the Lost Boys,
presented by Stickmann

Baeckerei.

July 11 — The Adams
Family Band.

July 18 — Maiden

Voyage, a Tunes and Trails
Night by Pennock Health
Services.

July 25 — The Thirsty
Perch Blues Band, presented
by Hastings City Bank.

Aug. 1 — Trilogy.

Aug. 8 — Stone Hedge, a

elementary and secondary
breakfast and lunch prices by
$.05.

Rodriguez noted State
economic guidelines, saying,
“The food service increase is
required by the federal gov-
ernment. School districts are
required to raise their prices
over time to match the reim-
bursement rates. The amount
of increase i1s the minimum
amount allowed. We will
continue to slowly raise the
price to meet compliance
with the state.™

With core curriculums
constantly being upgraded

and 1mproved to assist
school districts in their
instructional models, the

board approved the adoption
of and payment for a state-
approved model as an evalu-
ation tool for schools in the
district. Rodriguez explained
that the cost of the model,
quoted at $54,170, -will be
shared by another school dis-
trict.

“The evaluation model is
one of the four models
approved by the state com-
mittee for evaluation tools,”
saild Rodriguez. “We have
chosen the Robert Marzano
teacher and administrative
model. The cost referenced
In the motion represents the
software and professional

development. We will see a

savings of $20,000 as we

will partner with another

A GROWING COMMERCIAL
LINES INSURANCE AGENCY LOCATED IN

Tunes and Trails Night by
Pennock Health Services.

Aug. 15 — Gun Lake
Christian Church.

Aug. 22 — Stolen Horses
Band, presented by Chemical
Bank.

All concerts are at
Stagecoach Park, 100 E.
Main St.. next to the river.

and begin at 6:30 p.m.

The Riverbank Music
Series 1S sponsored by the
village of Middleville
Downtown  Development
Authority.

In case of bad weather.

concerts will be 1n the
Middleville United
Methodist church, 111

Church St., three blocks east.

school district to share the
professional development
COSL

“Currently, we have sey-
eral districts in the county
moving to this model which
may result 1n a consortium
pricing advantage reducing
the cost even more. The state
will allocate some funds
toward the i1mplementation
of these models to assist us
but that amount 1s yet to be
determined. It will be
applied, however, to reduce
the cost of the program. Our
administrators and teacher
representatives reviewed the
4 models and provided
input.”

Continuing with regular
business the board moved to
approve the leaves of
absence (FMLA) for Duncan
LLake teachers Bethany
Vandenbrand and Jennifer
Amorose, high school
teacher Jennifer Jonkman
and bus driver Katie
Einberger.

Also accepted was the
retirement of Kathy Zoet,
custodian for operations,
which coincided with the
board’s adoption of the 2014
Early Retirement Incentive
program.

Noted by board secretary
Michelle Zoet, the school’s
administrative office will be
available during the summer,
Monday through Thursday,
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

MIDDLEVILLE, MI IS LOOK TO ADD A

TEAM MEMBER

This position offers growth, M-F work days, bonuses, salary @
30K+, depending on qualifications, vacation days, holiday's.
fwo floating holidays, maiching 401K, fully paid benefits for
ream member and optional benefits for family members.
Position available in June, experience desired but no experi-
ence s required for the ideal person. All submissions must
INClude a resume and a cover letter, Any submission that does
NOT inClude a resume and a cover containing the following
information will NOT be considered. Your cover letter must
INClude your salary expectations, a brief description of your
Past and current experience, why you would be an ideal can-
didate to join our team and what you can bring to the agenCV

that will help the agency grow. Submit to:
GaEABARE Middlevilleinsuranceposition@yahoo.com |
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Small-batch distillery and college football may be coming to Caledonia

by Fran Faverman
Staff Writer
Michigan Moonshine
may be coming to Caledonia
following the unveiling of
plans for the distillery by
entrepreneurs Jason Smith
and Jerry Jaquish at the most
recent meeting of the
Caledonia Fownship
Planning Commission. The
proposed venture will be
located at 9210 Cherry
Valley Avenue under a
determination of similar use
provision. The property 1s
currently zoned C-2 and a
bakery is permitted in C-1.
The partners would do
business as  Michigan
Moonshine, thereby giving
those with discerning palates
for spirituous liquors the
opportunity to taste and sam-
ple liquors in a small estab-
lishment similar to the tast-
ing rooms employed Dby
wineries to showcase their
products.

Smith explained patrons
could come in, have a drink
and, if they wanted to, pur-
chase a bottle for at-home or
off-premise consumption.
He emphasized that the only
beverages sold would be
those distilled on site. He
added that the company's
products would not be sold
in other retail establish-

ments.

"Are you already brew-
ing?" asked Commissioner
Don Koopmans, who also
asked Smikth about haz-

ADVANCED
| STONE

269.795.0002

Cherry Valley

Plumbing & Electrical

269.795.9767

mminw

Federal Credit Union

ardous waste.

"No,” replied Smith, “w
cannot even apply for a fed-
eral license until we have a

business address. "All
chemicals are neutralized."
Another query from

Koopmans about water and
sewer drew the response
from Smith that he and
Jaquish plan to use a well for
water and connect to the
township sewer but would
connect to public water if the
county were to require them
to do so.

When Commissioner Jodi
Marlink inquired about a
time frame, Smith replied
that a business address is a
first requirements followed
by a federal license. Once
those are obtained, opera-
tions could begin in SIX
months.  After Planner
Lynee Wells pointed out that
a site plan review would be
required, the commission
voted its 7-0 approval.

Moving on to the request
from Den Hartigh
Enterprises for the removal
of some property from a per-
mitted mineral permit zoning
to a rezoning to rural resi-
dential of a piece of rental
property, the commission
conducted the required pub-
lic hearing. Following the
public hearing, Warner noted
that a deed restriction had
been requested by some
commissioners. The motion
was to recommend approval
by the township board with a

TROLLEY AROUND

The Village of Middleville will be the venue this summer for the

deed restriction. The motion
was approved 6-1, Parent
dissenting because the deed

restriction had not been
included.

The third item before
commissioners was a request
from  developer  Mick
McGraw for site plan

approval for Phase 3 of the
Cherry
condominium project. The
project entails the construc-
tion of 33 housing units
within  Cherry  Valley
Meadows. The most signifi-
cant issue noted by township
engineer Todd Boerman 1s
the requirement to loop a
watermain along 76th Street
to an existing stub on
Gooseberry Court. Other
requirements for storm water
and erosion control permits
also exist.

McGraw said the 33 hous-
ing units would be composed
of 17 single-family homes
and 16 duplexes. The
arrangements are being
requested to preserve access

to open space. Responding to

a query from Warner about
his time frame, McGraw
said, "Immediate. Changes
to watermains and Sewers
need to be done now." The
motion to approve
changes was passed 7-0.
The Davenport University
request for an amendment to
its special use permit to
allow the establishment of an

athletic complex in 1ts
planned unit development

#
”

newest trolley route. Every Wednesday night, June 4 through August
20, the trolley will ring through the streets from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm.
catch it at any of the designated stops, or just flag it down on its route.
All rides are FREE' Compliments of the local businesses listed in this

brochure.

START 6;@
Lincoln Meadows
Cider Mill
Edgewood
High St.

STAGECOACH PARK
Stadium Drive
Robin

Towncenter 1

6:08

Towncenter 2
Sherman St.
Misty Ridge
STAGECOACH PARK

Please be at the stops
10 minutes prior. Pickup

times may vary plus or
minus 10 minutes.

If you would like more

information about
Barry County Transit Services
please call

(269)948-8098

www.barrycountytransit.com

Barry County Transit would
like to thank the
Village of Middleville,
and the sponsoring merchants
for their help in making this

service possible.

269-945-0004
269-838-1215

www. bleameaves.com

Valley Meadows .

the

provoked the most discus-
sion. Because his company 1s
a vendor to the university,
Warner excused himself and
stepped down from the dias.

Jack Barr of Nederveld
Engineering, representing
Davenport, said there were
four areas of concern:
expanding parking,
stormwater, bringing public
utilities to the site, and
although the Kent County
Road Commission had
approved a new entrance
from 68th Street, the need
for a bypass lane had not yet
been determined.

Wells’ recommendation to
the commission, as she listed
12 conditions for approval,
was to either table the
request or to approve the
request with the submission
of additional information.

Area residents weighed
in, first.

Matt Moore said he was
not excited about having a
football stadium on the east-
ern boundary of his property
and wanted screening from
light and noise. Rhonda
Schlecter wanted to know if
other buildings were going to
be developed on the remain-
der of the site. The lights
from the baseball field
impact her property. Steve
Young said the new entrance
is opposite his driveway. He
has concerns about traffic
and safety, observing that
gravel trucks currently speed
on 68th. He wants a bypass
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lane.

Commissioner Marlink
wanted connectivity to the
trail system. Koopmans
wanted more information.
Commissioner Duane
Gunnink suggested granting
preliminary site approval.
Kelly recommended that
Davenport use meetings to
get as much information out
as possible about their plans.

Ultimately, the commis-

Music begins Wednesday
at Bay Pointe Inn

Every Wednesday from
May 28 through Aug. 27,
live music i1s available from
June 10 p.m. at the lakeside
pavilion at the inn.

Cocktails and a limited
menu are available to cus-
tomers who arrive by boat or
automobile.

This year’s lineup of
bands features the return of
previous favorites, plus new-
comers Don Middlebrook
and Brena.

A special edition Friday,
July 4, is Drop 35 with a
Bell's Brewery Tap
Takeover from 6 to 11 p.m.

The schedule with fea-
tured artists includes:

May 28 — Tony Felds,

Doug Decker and Jeff Star.
June 4 — Bluecatz.

Ride Downtown for Dinner

Shop * Get Some Ice Cream

Have Coffee or Drinks
Visit the Park...

o hda i Pl T

sion voted to grant prelimi-
nary site approval, ensuring
that Davenport will need to
return to the commission for
final site approval, but
approved the amendment to
the special use permit contin-
cgent on rezoning of the land
by the township board.

The next regular meeting,
scheduled for Monday, June
2, has been cancelled due to
a lack of agenda items.

June I — Don
Middlebrook.
June 18 — Squid Band.
June 25 — Jedi Mind Trip.
July 22 — Tony Fields,
Doug Decker and Jett Star.
July 4 — Friday special
edition: Drop 35 and Bell's
Brewery.
July 9 — Squid Band.
July 16 — Brena.

July 23 — Don
Middlebrook.

July 30 — Bronk
Brothers.

Aug. 6 — Brena.

Aug. 13 — Bronk
Brothers.

Aug. 20 —  Don

Middlebrook.

Aug. 27 — Tony Fields,
Doug Decker and Jeff Star.

JU"E 4 thancy GUGUST -
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