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TK must extend year
to make up snow days |planned before May 6 vote

Governor Rick Snyder has
signed legislation regarding
how schools must address
instructional time lost to the
harsh winter of 2013-14.
The legislation requires all
schools to provide a mini-
mum of 174 days of instruc-
tion and 1,098 hours of
instruction for the year.

To comply, the
Thornapple Kellogg district
will make up seven days.
Two were already made up
on Feb. 17 and March 14.

To make up the addition-
al time, the district will
require students kindergarten

through 11th grade to attend
full days on June 6, 9, 10 and
half days on June 11 and 12.
High school students will
have a full day on June -5
rather than the previously
scheduled half day. School
was originally scheduled to
adjourn for the summer with
a half day on June 5.

The addition of these days
will get the district to the
required 174 days of instruc-
tion and the required 1,098
hours.

Superintendent Tom
Enslen said the added days
are instructional days with

grades and attendance being
recorded. He said it 1s
extremely important to have
students attend on those
make-up days.

Thornapple Kellogg can-
celled classes 13 days during
the 2013-14 year. The dis-
trict is allowed to take
advantage of si1x state
allowed “act of God"” days,
but will need to make up the
additional time.

The change will not atfect
high school seniors or the
high school graduation.

Thornapple Kellogg High School students watch emergency service workers free
trapped victims from a mock car crash Thursday afternoon. The mock crash was part
of an assembly reminding students about the dangers of drinking and driving and the
consequences of such actions. In the mock crash, one student was killed and four
others injured. Another student was arrested for drunk driving causing a death. Atfter
the mock crash scere. students also witnessed a mock funeral and mock trial. See

full story inside today’s Sun & News.

Middleville group steps up etforts
fo create Veterans Memorial Park

by Julie Makarewicz

Staff Writer
| Mlddlewlle s Friends of
the Veterans Memorial
group is beginning to active-
ly solicit funds to build a vet-
erans memorial within the
Riverfront  Development
plans.

The memorial site 1s locat-
ed in the area north of Main
Street between the river and
Railroad Street where the
- village will be developing a
park. The veterans memorial
will be north of the proposed
new community pavilion
with access from Railroad
- Street and a large parking lot

within the park plans.

Engraved brick pavers
may be purchased to.recog-
nize any United States veter-
an of the Air Force, Army,
Coast Guard, Marines Or
Navy. Eligibility for- the
engraved bricks will include
any veteran who has ever
attended Thornapple Kellogg
schools, or resided in the
area that is now considered
the TK School district, or
ever lived in the 49333 zip
code.

Jerry Welsh, president of
the Friends of Veterans
Memorial, said the engraved
bricks will become a perma-

nent part of the community
and a lasting tribute to veter-
ans from the area. More
bricks can be added through-
out the years. Each brick 1s
available for $100 with up to
three lines of engraved print
per brick.

Welsh said he’s excited
and hopeful the community
will support the efforts and
recognize the service of local
residents. Welsh said the
estimated $60,000 project 1s
being funded entirely by
donations and sales of the

brick pavers.

See MEMORIAL, pg. 17

Final community bond forum

A final bond information-
al forum will be held at 6:30
p.m. April 29 in the
Thornapple Kellogg Middle
School.

TK district voters are
being asked to consider
approval of a $6.055 million
bond at the May 6 election.
If approved, the bond will
add 0.73 mills per $1,000 ot
taxable property value for up
to I'l years.

Funds from the bond will
be used to improve school
security, update and to add
technology at all schools, to
replace eight buses, to
improve energy savings with

improved computerized
controls, to replace leaky
windows and to make sever-
al site improvements includ-
ing sidewalk repairs, bus
and traffic lane repavings,
and replacing portions of the
higch school roof. There
would also be some
improvements made to the
athletic facilities including
replacement of the running
track and the synthetic turf
field, the addition of a new
press box and the replace-
ment of three scoreboards.
A homeowner with a tax-
able property value of
$50,000 will pay approxi-

mately $36.50 more per year
if the bond 1s approved. The
taxable value is half of the
approximate home market
value.

If the bond is approved,
school administrators say
design and engineering
drawings will begin 1mme-
diately with plans and speci-
fications going out for bid in
the winter of 2014-15.
Building and site improve-
ments would be implement-
ed between the spring of
20135 and the fall of 2015.

The new bond may be
outstanding for up to 11
years.

| Caledonia sees primary
opponents in five districts

by Fran Faverman
Staff Writer

Caledonia voters will
definitely have a choice
among Republicans in the
3rd Congressional district,
the 28th Michigan state sen-
ate  district, the 86th
Michigan house district, and
the 10th Kent County board

of commissioners district.
In the 3rd U.S. House ot

Representatives district,

by Doug VanderLaan
Editor

Though not as crowded as
past years, the ballot for the
Aug. 5 primary election 1n
Barry County will carry con-
siderable import.

Chief among the signiti-
cant questions for voters
countywide will be three
millage renewal proposals
for agencies providing trans-
portation, emergency and
older adult services to county
residents. Also contested will
be three of seven county
board seats, as well as races
in two townships for partial-
term trustee positions.

Of the townships offering
open precinct delegate posi-
tions, voters in one township
will have to choose from
among seven candidates for
SIX positions.

The August primary elec-
tion is a partisan contest with
winners from the Republican
and from the Democratic
party facing off in the gener-

incumbent Justin Amash has
drawn a challenger in Brian
Ellis, an East Grand Rapids
businessman. |
The 28th Michigan state
senate district has four
Republicans seeking to cap-
ture the seat being vacated
by term-limited  Mark

Jansen.

Peter MacGregor (R-
Cannon Township), 1s giving
up a safe House seat to try

for the Senate. Kevin Green,
Cedar Springs, a former
member of the State House
who gave up politics in 2010,
is now back. Wyoming
restaurateur Tommy Brann
has also entered the race.
The 86th Michigan State
House district seat currently
held by Lisa Posthumus
Lyons (R-Alto), has drawn a

See PRIMARY, page 3

board

al election Nov. 4.
Candidates appearing on the
Aug. 5 primary ballot had to
register by Tuesday's 4 p.m.
filing deadline as either
Republican or Democratic
candidates.

All seven county board
seats are up for re-election,
but only three will be con-
tested — and one not until
the Nov. 4 general election.

seats to be contested

Retiring Hastings City Police
Chief Jerry Sarver has filed
his intention to challenge
iIncumbent District 1
Commissioner Howard
“Hoot™ Gibson.

In the District 6 seat being
vacated by current
Commuissioner Jim

See COUNTY, pg. 15

. Caledonia schools adjust teacher
evaluations per new state guidelines

- Village council special meeting 10
discuss health, retirement benefits

» Hearing on 245 Kmsey plays

to full house

- TK allows just one run in
winning Barry County Invitational
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Breakfast Buffet
Fundraiser

Help us support veterans and community functions.

Saturday, March 3"
and the First Saturday of each month
Serving 8 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Eggs, bacon, sausage links or patties, potatoes, biscuils
and sausage gravy, pancakes, milk, ), coffee.

" Menu subject to change Clﬂ
Adulis 56 .00 « Children 10 £ under £3.00 o
For more informalion call the Post at 616-891-1882 Donated 6' COPFES

Tues., March 4th - Traditional Polish Meal
Caledonia Memorial Legion Post 305

9548 Cherry Valley, Caledonia, Ml
NOW SERVING FOOD - M-TH 5-7PM - FRI. BUILD A BURGER

i




by Fran Faverman
Staff Writer

As a standing-room-only .

audience gathered before the
Caledonia Planning
Commission on Thursday
evening, Chair  Jason
Wangerin invited developer
Dale Kraker to come forward
and explain his plan for 45
acres at 245 Kinsey Street.

Referring to both a map
and a graphic showing the
various phases of the project
as it would be developed
over a period of years,
Kraker explained that, ulti-
mately, the project will con-
sist of 63 single-family
homes in varying price
ranges, 21 condos, and 70
assisted living units.

The first phase will be
constructed so than an
entrance from the project
will match up with Maple
Street to the east, and allow
turns to the north and south
to 100th Street from Kinsey
Street. A sewer connection
would be made with the
sewer at the Gregg
Apartments property. Water
connections will be from
Maple Street and per
Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality regu-
lations, the main will be

looped. |
The single-family homes

PRIMARY, continued from page 1

challenger in Angela Rigas,
also of Alto.

Caledonia is now split into
two Kent County Board of
Commission districts. In the
5th  District, 1ncumbent
Mandy Bolter, Cascade, who
was appointed to fill the
‘vacancy created when
Sandra Frost Parrish

- Road

will be located on the north-
west of the property and will
back up to the grounds of the
Caledonia Elementary
School. When the number of
housing units on the property
reaches 70, the Kent County
Commission  will
require ingress and egress on
to 100th Street 1in addition to
the ingress and egress on
Kinsey Street.

Neal Kraay, chairman of
[eisure Living, said his com-
pany-has found small towns
to be a very favorable envi-
ronment for the units they
build and operate. He said
they typically start with 20
units and add additional units
as the market develops. The
units would be residential 1n
appearance and would be
composed of brick and white
vinyl. Kraay said most of the
residents will not be driving
so parking is not really an
ISSUE.

Wangerin explained the
purpose of Thursday's meet-
ing was to hear comment
from the community and for
residents to be able to ask
questions. He added that
there would be no vote on
the plan at the meeting.

The overwhelming senti-
ment of the group of at least
50 residents could be sum-
marized as, "We like

resigned, has an opponent in
Steven Cole, Lowell.

The. 10th Kent County
Commission district, now an
open seat due to the with-
drawal of Joel Freeman who
defeated then-incumbent Bill
Hirsch, a dairy farmer from
Caledonia in the last election
cycle, has drawn another

FBOUTIQUE

o A Tl Forvice Falon for e family!

and Nancy Kious are
pleased to announce
that Contempo Salon
has moved to a
beautiful new exquisite
location in the

Glen Valley Retail
Center
9175 Cherry Valley S.E.

Our passion for the industry has led us to create
this 2800 square foot salon to better serve our
clients. Our design team of stylists, esthetician and
massage therapists look at people in a different way
to explore their personality with cutting edge
technology. Our goal is to ensure a high level of pro-
fessionalism and client care.

Always a leader in the hair and spa industry with
services to satisfy your expectations. We offer excel-
lent color. cut and design to suit your individual
lifestyle. Contempo guarantees to make you look
beautiful for any occasion. We have set the standard
for excellence in customer service and client atten-
tion. You’ll love the overall comfort at Contempo. (i
is a very soothing place to be. We have put our

whole heart into Contempo.
Sincerely, Nancy, Amy and the Salon Team

616-891-109

www.contemposalonandboutique.com

Now located igl the
Glen Valley Retail Center
9175 Cherry Valley, S.E.
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Caledonia the way it 18."

More specifically, con-
cerns were expressed about
the traffic study. Village
Engineer Paul Galdes, who
had reviewed the traffic
study done by Wade-Trim,
observed that actual counters
had monitored the tratfic on
Kinsey, 100th Street, and
Maple Street in the fall of
2013 and concluded the
existing roads could handle
an additional 500 trips per
day. Some residents said
they had difficulty getting
from their driveways onto
Kinsey. References -were
also made to the fact that the
study was done when truck
traffic to the Caledonia
Elevator Company tends to
be less.

Other streets, particularly
Johnson Street and the inter-
section of Duncan Lake
Avenue and the football sta-
dium parking lot were men-
tioned. Comments were also
made that it can take 20 min-
utes to get from one side of
Caledonia to the other.
References to paving 100th
Street were also made.
Village Attorney Mark Van
Allsburg pointed out that
decisions about 100th Street
were in the control of
Caledonia Township and the
Kent County Road

effort on the Republican side
from Hirsch. Opposing him
are Emily Post Prieve and
Tom Werkema, both from

Caledonia.
In contradistinction to

some other primary elec-
tions, the Democratic Party
has managed to field a candi-
date for each of the offices,
none of whom have any pri-
mary opposition.

On the Democratic side of
the primary ballot, Bob
Goodrich of Kentwood 1s the
candidate for the 3rd
Congressional district. Deb
Havens of Grand Rapids is
the candidate for the 28th
Michigan senate district.
Lynn Mason, Belding, is the

candidate for the 86th
Michigan house district.
Barry Schroder, Grand

Rapids, is the candidate for
the S5th Kent County com-
mission district while Albert
Abbasse is the candidate for

HASTINGS 4

269-205-4900

Downtown Hastings
on State St.

Goodrich

UALITY

EATERS GQTl.com and on Facebaok

1
$ BARGAIN TWILIGHT
5.25 DAILY 4:00-6:00 PM
* excludes Digital 30

. ¢y No passes (S) Stadium Seating

SHOWTIMES 4/26 - 4/30
TITLES AND TIMES SUBJECT T0 CHANGE

FREE

SPRING MOVIES

Saturday & Sunday 9 & 10 AM

THE SPONGEBOB
SQUAREPANTS MOVIE (PG)

(S THE OTHER WOMAN (PG-13)
SAT-SUN 11:10, 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:40
MON-WED 4:20, 7:.00, 9:40

3 HEAVEN IS FOR REAL (PG)
SAT-SUN 11:05, 1:30, 4:10. 6:45, 9:15
MON-WED 4:10, 6:45, 9:15

¢ TRANSCENDENCE (PG-13)
SAT-SUN 11:00, 1:50, 4:30, 7:10, 9:50
MON-WED 4:30, 7:10, 9:50

CAPTAIN AMERICA: THE WINTER
SOLDIER (PG-13)

SAT-SUN 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30
MON-WED 6:30, 9:30

Commission, not the Village
of Caledonia.

Public utilities, water and
sewer, led to comment about
initial costs and long-term
maintenance costs. Planning
consultant Mark Sisson said
the initial costs are a devel-
opment expense, meaning
the costs are paid by the
developer who recovers that
expense from the purchasers
of living units. He said he
could not answer the ques-
tion of long-term mainte-
nance and repair cost. An
unidentified resident com-
mented, "We'll be stuck with
1t."

Questions were also raised
about the ability of the exist-
Ing wastewater treatment
plant to handle the load that
would be created by the
additional connections.
Galdes said the plant had the
capacity to handle the load.

Wangerin reiterated that
the meeting was preliminary;
"There are lots of questions
to be answered," he added.

Van Allsburg fielded a
question about Planned Unit
Developments or PUDs,
explaining that a PUD
already exists for 245 Kinsey
and the current owner of the
property has added addition-
al parcels. These parcels

the Kent County 10th com-
mission seat.

Call 945-9554
anytime for

- Sun & News
classified ads
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- to like

]COI’ our annual

Check out our beautiful
Mselection of plants...

- Perennials (Great Selection)

|- Annuals (Many New Varieties)

|- Hanging Baskets (Sun and Shade)

"1 - Shrubs and Roses, Seeds & Vegetables

- Large Trees, Grown locally by Winding

e 10197 Garbow Rd., Middleville
‘\\*w," 269-795-7674 or on the web...

www.creeksidegrowers.com

7 o EARLY SPRING HOURS:
£ \t ":'/ Mon - Fri: 9am - 8pm; Sat 9am - 4pm; Beginning May 1sk:
| Open until 8:00pm and Sundays 11-3
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~ Hearing on 245 Kinsey plays to full house

must be accounted for in a
new or amended PUD. To do
this, they must be rezoned.
He said the PUD did allow
for more flexibility than
other zoning classifications;
the current plan proposed by
the developer provides for a
mix of uses.

Environmental 1ssues such
as the 1mportance to resi-
dents along Kinsey and
[00th Streets of a natural
environment that features
birds and deer and other
wildlife were a major con-
cern for many people. Also
an environmental concern
was the effect on existing
property values of housing
designed to meet varying
income levels. One resident
expressed her view, saying,
" moved here to get away
from the ghetto." Trustee
Elizabeth Fanco was con-
cerned about trees; she won-
dered if the developer would
be sensitive to the Village's
status as a Tree City, an
award the village has been
consistently receiving for
almost 20 years.

Responding to concerns
about a sell-off of baby
boomer homes, Sisson said
the questioner was not going
the answer.
According to him, the hous-
ing industry is in a long-term

a2

DisCOVYERY COVE:

DISCOVER
A PLACE

BEYOND

Breton Jravel

www. bretonteravel.com

G16-94:2-0300) G16-95730533 8

O Ll e Pres Rt s IR D e sl

iy S

) Join us Saturday, May 3rd ¢

for FREE Gibbg’s Footlong Hotdogs

and Creekside Donuts

PURCHASE *50.00 GIFT CERTIFICATES §
AND RECEIVE AN EXTRA

Mother’s Day is May 11th

trend where smaller 1s better.
He said "Empty nesters,
young professionals, there 1s
strong demand for smaller
units. The trend 1s expected
to last until 2040; it 1s a
national and state trend.”

Trustee Dan Erskine,
speaking from the audience,
provided some historical per-
spective.

"We heard this when we
did Glen Valley in 1976,
people wanted smaller lots,
"he remarked. Citing a more
recent development adjoin-
ing some school district
property, he continued.

"Look at Scotsmoor." He

closed his remarks, saying,
"This is the last large chunk
of village property.”
Wangerin closed the pub-
lic comment period and
thanked the audience {for
their comments. He remind-
ed the group that the next
meeting of the Planning
Commission will be on the
fourth Thursday in May. He
said the commissioners had
taken notes and would be
considering what they had
heard from residents as they
engaged 1n their work.
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