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| Middleville council purchases AED for village half

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer
A potentially life-saving
device will be purchased and
placed in the Middleville vil-
lage hall.
- Council members, at their
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The devices are similar
and compatible with each
other. Fleury said an adapter
s used for compatibility
between the Physio device
and the Phillips Healthcare
device. The adapter, she
said, would be included 1n
the price of the unit.

Village officials said the
device will be mounted on a
wall somewhere within the
village hall. Fleury said it

heart attacks or heart 1ssues
until EMS arrive.

There is no training need-
ed to use the device. A com-
puterized voice gives step-
by-step instructions on how
to use the device and even
regular Tuesday council determines when and if a
meeting, approved the pur- victim needs a shock.
chase of an AED machine A representative from

from Phillips Healthcare for Physio Control demonstrated
$1.200. The AED machine is an AED device they sell at
used to assist people with an earlier meeting. Physio

TK library hosts
crafty afternoon

Armed with glitter and glue, stickers and paint,
youngsters used their creativity on crafts at the
Thornapple Kellogg school and community library over
spring break. The library hosted a “crafternoon” event
inviting youngsters to come in and make and take some
crafts. Some painted wooden caddies made by high
school wood shop class students. Others drew pictures
in their own art journal. Still others made a skip toy out
of used Pringles cans, some rice, colorful duct tape and
rope. There was free popcorn, a giant checker board

Control supplies Thornapple
Township Emergency
Services with the AED
Lifepak units and were rec-
ommended by Chief Dave
Middleton for the village.

Village manager Rebecca
Fleury told village council
members however, that
Phillips Healthcare actually
was awarded the state bid
with a lower price per unit
than Physio Control.

was suggested the unit be
stored inside a box and when
the box is opened, an alarm
will sound indicating a need
for help. The alarm would
also act as a deterrent from
anyone trying to take the
device or from children try-
ing to play with it. The box
will not be locked.

Council member Mike
Lytle said it might also be a
good idea to place a sign by

Davenport rezoning
| gets recommendation

Planning Commission voted
Monday evening to recom-
mend approval of the rezoning

the unit warning people of
the alarm.

Council members agreed
it’s a good idea to have the
device available in case of an
emergency.

“Hopefully we never have
to use it, but just in case 1t's
a good thing to have,” said
village council president
Charlie Pullen.

See COUNCIL, pg. 3

by Fran Faverman

Staff Writer
Davenport University

requested a rezoning of prop- by the township board.
erty it is proposing to acquire A sketch submitted by
from Foremost Insurance Nederveld Engineering sug-
Company, now a subsidiary of ~ gests that approximately 28
Farmers Insurance Company. acres of the parcel would be
The 45.28-acre parcel would used for the athletic facilities.
be rezoned to agricultural. The  According to Peter Murray,
property would be used by the  facilities manager for Farmers
university for its athletic com- Insurance, the company has no
plex and would require a spe- plans for developing the prop-

set up, and of course lots of books for youngsters 1o
enjoy as well. Pictured here Is Zarah Bierenga, 6,
Middleville, getting creative with glitter and glue making
a paper bird. See more “crafternoon” photos inside the
Sun and News. - (photo by Julie Makarewicz)
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elcoming spring

Finally — after record-breaking snowfall and cold temperatures and a
sunshine and warming temperatures gave young people a chance 10

long winter,
get out and

_play. For families who didn’t leave Michigan for spring break, a trip to the playgroun_d
in Hastings was a welcome change of pace. TangleTown at Bob King Park. in
Hastings offered a chance for youngsters to run, jump twirl, climb and slide their way
into spring. Temperatures are expected to slide back into the 40s next week as Stu-
dents return to school. Pictured here.is Johnny Christensen, 8. of Middleville, bal-
ancing and sliding along some rails. See more photos of spring fun inside. - (photo

by Julie Makarewicz)

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

Middleville village offi-
cials want to hear from resi-
dents about what’s good 1n
the village, where 1mprove-
ments can be made, and what
residents want in the future.

The village is conducting
a community survey now
through April 30. The survey
is available online at the vil-
lage website, www.village-
ofmiddleville.org. Hard
copies of the survey also are
available at the village hall.

The 35 questions on the
survey should take between
five and 15 minutes for resi-
dents to complete. Village
officials said the survey
gives them a better idea of
what residents like, what
they want to see more of, and
will help them determine
how funds should be spent in
some areas.

Questions ask for three
things residents like most
about living in Middleville
and would not want to lose.
Several choices are offered,
as well as space for residents
to write in their own respons-
es.

cial-use permit for the facili-
ties. The property is currently
part of the Foremost Planned
Unit Development.

The Caledonia Township

The survey also asks resi-
dents for three things that
need to be improved and
again allows for space for an
individuals’ own comments.

There is a place to rate the
performance of different
aspects of the village. It also
asks about where people do
most of their shopping, what
types of retail, professional
or personal services residents
feel are needed in the village
area, and then some demo-
graphic information about
the survey taker including
age, how many children live
in the household, how long

erty.
Commissioner Ric Parent
moved to approve a recom-

See REZONING, pg. 8

the resident has lived in the
village, and gender.

The last survey question
agives people a chance to add
comments oOr
that were not covered within
the survey.

Village leaders said a sur-
vey was done about three
years ago and provided valu-
able information to help plan
for the future.

Anyone with questions
about the survey, or needing
help accessing the survey,
may call the village oftices,
795-338).

Suggestions

. Dutton Elementary celebrates

Family Math Nigh

- Humorist keeps women's
club audience in stitches

- Spring sports teams previewed
- Caledonia student chosen
among top 100 at Butler University
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Dutton Elementary celebrates Family Math Night
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Tessa Wenger celebrates beating Principal Shawn Veitch at the Going Back to
School station where students had to place numbers 1 through 7 on the graphic
organizer, but could not have any consecutive numbers connect, helpful when solv-

INg sudoku puzzles.

by Fran Faverman
Staff Writer

Brightly decorated class-
rooms greeted children, who
had left those same class-
rooms Just hours before
Wednesday, April 2, when
families, teachers, parapro-
fessionals, volunteers and
Principal Shawn Veitch cele-
brated the first-ever Dutton
Elementary School Family
Math Night.

The program 1s part of a
series arranged and coordi-
nated by Mindy Dyke, a
paraprofessional at the
school. The math night was
designed for and focused on
first through third grades.
Dyke said the event was
based on materials prepared
and provided by the Science,
Technology, Engineering,
and Math program at Grand
Valley State University.

The second part of the
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program, focusing on Ssci-
ence and technology, will be
at the school April 21.

“Next year we will flip
them — do the science first,
and the math second,” Dyke
said. ““T'he science portion 1s
aimed more towards upper
elementary students in
grades three to five.”

Twenty-nine percent of
the Dutton Elementary stu-
dent population 1s eligible
for services through Title 1,
a program to provide assis-
tance to students who experi-
ence disadvantages that
make learning difficult, said
Veitch.

Math specialists Judith
Hebert and Chris Smith
explaimred how they adapted
methods to the needs of their
students. For example, when
they noticed several were
having difficulty with the
concept of time, a tabletop
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became the face of a clock,
complete with an hour hand
and a minute hand. Divisions
established fractions of
hours. They also have estab-
lished a math club, which
meets from 7:45 to 8:30 a.m.
and has about 15 members.
A series of 16 stations was
set up in various classrooms
during the math night, each
demonstrating an arithmeti-
cal or mathematical concept
or how one uses it in every-
day life, sometimes without
realizing. Some stations
explored the relationships
between numbers and words
used to describe them, such
as distance and direction,
whether an object is near or
far or to the right or to the
left. _
Second-grade teacher
Heidi Kruizenga, aided by
her sister, Carolyn Beggs,
who was helping out at the

We Have ...
e Candy
 Fun Toys
e Stuffed
Animals .
e And much .
more!!
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HOURS: Weekdays 9am - 8pm:
Saturday 9am - 2pm; Sunday closed

Sadie Grimes and Briana Weber, both second-grade students work with second-

Laney and Lisa Elles practice adding sums to 10 and
write matching number sentences.

Coupon Craze  station,
demonstrated how to save
money by using a coupon on
an 1item, which involved sub-
tracting the value of the
coupon from the price of the
item. Another station, Feed
the Kitty, also focused on
adding and subtracting dol-
lars and cents.

Kindergarten teacher
Victoria Young was working
the Spy with My Geometry
Eye game, which is in the
form of a scavenger hunt for
shapes and 1s aimed primari-
ly for second- and third-
graders.

First-grade teacher Casey
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grade teacher Heidi Kruizenga at the Coupon Craze station. Here, students work with

coupons and coins to learn money management as well as addition and subtraction
with money.

Starting at... $2
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Miller worked with Ruler of
the Pattern, a station that
required students to explore
the relationships of shapes
and to create and extend pat-
terns using a variety of
shapes.

The station, | Need a Tie.
also dealt with patterns with
students choosing the appro-
priate pieces to make a tie for
a giraffe.

A station that drew many
boys and girls was the aero-
nautics station, which used
different concepts in design-
Ing paper airplanes in prepa-
ration for a contest to deter-
mine which designs flew the
greatest distance. Two stu-
dents took their planes to a
hallway leading to an exit
and flew their planes high,
taking advantage of a current
of air to achieve distance.

Next Door Neighbors,
with the help of paraprofes-
sional  Sandy  Pattison,

explored consecutive num-
bers and how they would fall
on a chart of 100s.

Another station required
participants to make as many
sums of 10 as they could
from a selection of numbers.

Still other activities pre-
pared students for mathemat-
ical games. First-grade
teacher Becky Wenger,
aided by her daughter, Tessa,
demonstrated how the posi-
tions of numbers will change
when the requirement 1s that
they not be consecutive or
touching each other. lessa,
who 1s a third-grade student
in the Thornapple Kellogg
school district, said i1t helps
her in games like sudoku.

Lctes:

Sale Ends 4/30(14




COUNCIL, continued from page 1

In other matters at the
meeting:

e Council members tabled
action on a request from the
UAW Women's group to
adopt the Crane Road
bridges for road cleanup.
Council members said they
want to check on hability
issues with the village insur-

ance company  before
approving the request. The
village council received
copies of the Michigan
Department of
Transportation safety

brochure used for road
cleanup volunteer groups.

e The council approved a
recommendation from

Department of Public Works
Supervisor Duane Weeks for
a purchase order for Lites
Plus of Portland, MI, for
$3.637, and a purchase order
for K&A Electric of Freeport
for $3,295 for the purchase
and installation of energy
efficient lighting at the DPW
carage, village hall, waste-
water treatment plant and
well houses. Lites Plus com-
pleted an energy audit on the
village facilities. The audit
showed the cost to upgrade
lighting and weighed that
against the rebates from
Consumers Energy, the dol-
lars saved In energy cCOSts
and the cost of installation.
Total cost to retro-fit the vil-
lage facilities is $9,451. The
Consumers Energy rebate i1s
$2.518. The estimated ener-
oy savings is about $312 per
month with an estimated
total pay back of about 22
months.

e Village council members
approved re-appointment of
Sherry Ronning and Shellie
McQueen for three-year
terms on the planning com-
mission. Austin Turnes also
has completed his term on
the planning commission,
but because he is moving
outside the village limits,
will not be re-appointed for
another term. The village
council is taking applications
from interested village resi-
dents to serve on the plan-
ning commission.

e Don Williamson was re-
appointed to a five-year term
on the Middleville Housing
Commission.

. The Downtown
Development Authority has
two vacant positions. Shery]
Ayriss was re-appointed to
fill another four-year term.
Fleury said the village has
received letters of interest for
the DDA positions and will
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UALITY on State St.
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BARGAIN TWILIGHT
5 25 DAILY 4:00-6:00 PM
* excludes Digital 30

(3 No passes () Stadium Seating

SHOWTIMES 4/12 - 4/16
TITLES AND TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

FREE

SPRING MOVIES

Saturday & Sunday 9 & 10 AM
RANGO (PG)

O RI02 (G)

SAT-SUN 11:20, 1:40, 4:10, 6:45
MON-WED 4:10, 6:45

& 3D RIO 2 (G) $2.50 PREMIUM PER 3D TICKET
DAILY 9:00

&G OCULUS (R)

SAT-SUN 11:30, 1:50, 4:20, 7:00, 9:40
MON-WED 4:20, 7:00, 9:40

' © CAPTAIN AMERICA: THE WINTER
SOLDIER (PG-13)

SAT-SUN 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30
MON-WED 6:30, 9:30

DIVERGENT (PG-13)

SAT-SUN 12:20, 3:20, 6:20, 9:20
MON-WED 6:20, 9:20

review those before making
a recommendation for
appointments to fill the other
two vacancies.

e Fleury reported that offi-
cials from Great Lakes
Research Institute will be
conducting the archeological
dig in the village along the
Thornapple River. The dig 1s
necessary as part of a grant
awarded the village for
development of a park and
recreation area along the
river on the north side of
Main Street. Officials from
the company say they expect
to be in the village 1n the next
couple of weeks to being the
work and hopetully compete

the field work by the end of

April as long as weather per-
mits. The amount of digging
will be dependent on find-
ings in the initial process.

 Environmental testing on
the property at 307 Arlington
continues. The village was
informed there are two
underground storage tanks
located on the property - one
for heating oil and one for
waste oil. Fleury said it has
not been determined if the
tanks are full or leaking at
this time. Originally, Fleury
said she was told the village
would have to pay to have
the tanks removed. She
learned later from SME, the
environmental firm working
on the project, that since the
tanks are impeding the com-
pletion of the testing and
reporting, the grant will pay
to have them removed. This
will save the village between
$6,000 and $8,000.

o Department of Public
Works Director Duane
Weeks said crews are work-
ing on filling pot holes and
making street repairs as
much as possible. He said his
department is working on a
list of street projects for the
year and working on getting
cost estimates. Two of the
major roads being consid-
ered are East Main Street
from about

streets being considered
include Charles. Edward,
Bernard Court, the Downs

e MIDDLEVILLE °

500 Arlington St ¢
269.795.3550
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Manufacturing east up the
hill to the village limits, and

Grand Rapids Street. Minor

Rebate

‘When you buy a new set of four qualifying tires
Coupon valid at any Tires 2000 location.

| Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/26/14

area, Stadium Drive,
Greenwood Street, Hunters
Trail ad Lloyd Court. Weeks
said the list is not complete
or finalized yet and he’s hop-
iIng to have cost estimates for
the village at the May com-
mittee of whole meeting.

« Weeks reported water
loss has continued to
decrease in the village. Any
water pumped from the sys-
tem and not billed is consid-
ered water loss and a concern
for the village. Through bet-
ter monitoring, water main
replacement and improved
response time for water main
and service line breaks, the
village has been able to
reduce unbilled gallons.
Weeks reported that in 2011
the village had a 14.31 per-
cent water loss. In 2012 1t
was reduced to 11.71 percent
and in 2013 was down to
8.84 percent.

o A village resident ques-
tioned the council about
water bills and why 1t was
necessary to be billed twice
for water debt when two
water meters are on the prop-
erty. The resident has one
water meter for irrigation
and another for household
use. Both meters are billed
for water debt and the resi-
dent questioned why she
should have to pay the debt
service fee twice. Council
members said it may be an
issue they can discuss at a
future committee of the
whole meeting. In the mean-
time, Fleury offered to sit
down and discuss the current
billing policies with the resi-
dent.
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Easter egg hunt planned

An Easter egg hunt 1S
planned at 10 a.m. Saturday,
April 19, at the Middleville
Christian Reformed Church,
708 W. Main St.

Four Middleville churches

are combining efforts to host

the community holiday
event.

The four churches
involved are Middleville
Christian Reformed,
Middleville United
Methodist, Middleville

Nine  Middleville-area
churches are combining to

offer a community-wide
Good Friday service at 7/
p.m. April 18 at the

Thornapple Kellogg High
School auditorium.

Since 1973, Middleville
Christian Reformed Church
and Middleville United
Methodist Church have been
holding a combined Good
Friday service. This year,
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Wesleyan and Morning Star
Church
Middleville Christian

Reformed Church has hosted
the event for many years and
this year decided to work
with other churches to make
it an even bigger communi-
ty-wide event.

The program will be
inside Middleville Christian
Reformed Church at 10 a.m.
If the weather 1s good, the
egg hunt will be outside,

Churches combining for April 18
community Good Friday service

the two groups decided to
invite other churches to join
in and create a larger com-
munity-wide service.

Everyone from the sur-
rounding community 1S InVvit-
ed to attend.

Other churches joining 1n
this Service include
Middleville Wesleyan,
Middleville Morning Star,
Thornapple Valley Church,
Gun Lake Community

*April 1
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starting 10:30 a.m. If the
weather is inclement, the egg
hunt in the basement of the
church.

There will be about 2,000
eges filled with candy dis-
tributed on the church prop-
erty for three age groups of
kids. The hunt 1s tor children
from ages fifth grade and
younger.

Special eggs will hold
prizes, and all children will
receive a little gift.

Church, Leighton Church,
Parmalee United Methodist

and Peace Church.

The approximately one-
hour service will include
music. choir, bells, duets,
hymns, readings based on the
historic stations of the cross,
images and art relating to
Good Friday, and quietness
and reflection.

thru April 15*
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