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Middleville council member requests information on forms of government

by Julie Makarewicz prise. He asked what Lutz able at the March 4 commut- Another classification is mation for council members

Staff Writer
Alternative forms for gov-
erning  the
Middleville provided a star-

tling request at Tuesday's

village council meeting
when council member Joyce
Lutz asked the village attor-
ney for options to be consid-
ered.

“I'm looking for some-
thing that might be beneficial
to the people,” said Lutz
which caught fellow council
member Mike Lytle by sur-

village of

was looking for specifically
and what she had in mind.
“If I knew, I wouldn’t ask
for the information,” replied
Lutz. “I don’t know what's
available. I know | want to
help people in the village.
We pay 1 mill to the town-
ship. What do we get for it?"
[Lutz said she’s not advo-
cating any change right now,
but said she simply wants to
know the pros and cons of
different options. She asked
for information to be avail-

“If | knew, | wouldn't

§ ask for the information.
| don’t know what's
available. | know |

4 want to help people In
the village. We pay 1
mill to the township.
What do we get for it?"

Council member
Mike Lytle

Cascade woman named District S
commissioner by Kent County Board

The Kent County Board of
Commissioners unanimously
yoted Thursday morning to
appoint Mandy Bolter of
Cascade to the vacant
District 5 seat.

Bolter has 16 years of
experience working in public
service, on local and state
levels, according to a press
release issued Thursday by
the county.

She vied for the appoint-
ment with Steven Cole of
Lowell. District 5 includes
all of Bowne Township and
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parts of Caledonia, Cascade
and Lowell townships.
Bolter worked as the West
Michigan liaison to the
Michigan Senate Majority
[Leader from 2006 through
2009, and most recently has
been the legislative director
for Rep. Peter MacGregor.
She received a bachelor’s
degree in political science
from Western Michigan
University, and completed
the Michigan Political
Leadership Program through
Michigan State University.

& ™ THANK

YOU!

Caledonia teacher honored

- schools

“I am honored to be part of
such a great group of people,
working to keep our county
the best place to live, work,
start a business and raise a
family,” said Bolter. I
couldn’t be more excited and
anxious to get to work for the
people of the 5th District.”

“Ms. Bolter has a great
insight into the workings of
our state legislature,” said
Kent County Board
Chairman Dan Koorndyk.

See BOARD, page 3

TK enroliment
numbers down
slightly In
winter count

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

The February student
count at Thornapple Kellogg
showed a slight
decrease in students from the
fall count.

Thornapple Kellogg
Superintendent Tom Enslen
said the district was unoffi-
cially down 25 students from
the fall numbers. It's not
unusual for the winter count
day to be down from the fall
count, he said, but admitted
he was somewhat surprised
by the number.

“It’s not what any superin-
tendent likes to see,” said
Enslen. “We are down a lit-

tle bit more than average for,

the winter count.

The district’s fall count
was 3.090 students. The win-
ter count was 3,065 students
district-wide.

Enslen said he didn't see
any definite patterns to the

tee of the whole for board
members to review and dis-
Cuss. Attorney Mark
Nettleton said he would not
be able to attend that meet-
ing, but said he will provide
some information.

Nettleton said there are
basically two options for vil-
lage structure, either the
home rule or the general law
village. The majority of the
state’s villages operate under
the general village law

including Middleville.

the difference between a vil-
lage and city.

Nettleton said if the vil-
lage becomes a city, the
boundaries are removed as
part of the township and the
city stands on its own. As a
village, residents participate
in township affairs and pay
township taxes in addition to
having their own village
government.

Nettleton said there are
pros and cons to each system
and will put together infor-
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tO review.

Nettleton said he will pro-
vide information and a dis-
cussion will likely take place
at the April committee of the
whole meeting when he will
be able to attend.

In another matter, council
members discussed a previ-
ous request from a condo-
minium owner for assistance
with a frozen water pipe. The
problem was reportedly in

The FFA motto, “Learning to do, doing to learn, earning to live, living 10 serve,

explains the practice of many FFA members. such as Katie Fairchild, (from left)

Kaitlyn Harper and Abby Munger, who helped with the annual CHS food and clothing

drive.

When the Caledonia FFA
chapter members attend the
state convention next week,
they will be recognized as
one of Michigan’s top three
chapters. This recognition is
through the National Chapter
Award program sponsored
by the John Deere Company
and the National FFA
Foundation.

The award 1s given to
chapters that complete a 20-
page application on activities
that promote member, chap-
ter and community develop-
ment. The top 10 percent of
the chapter applications
received by the state associa-
tion are sent on to the nation-
al level for judging.
Caledonia FFA is a part of
this elite group. The top three

third.

Caledonia FFA will be
recognized with a plaque
during a special session of
the state convention.

The National Chapter
Awards are evaluated by a
panel of experts at Michigan
State  University.  The
Caledonia FFA Chapter also

Caledonia FFA named one
of Michigan’s top chapters

has many individual awards
with 12 members earning
their state degree, SiXx mem-
bers earning the Outstanding
Junior Award, two mem-
bers earning state proficien-
cy awards and 14 members
earning academic recogni-

See FFA, page 3

. Students at TK and Caledonia
to stage ‘Grease,’” ‘Wizard of Oz’

. Group committed to continue

fighting fracking

. TK ladies end year with

student losses, which seemed
to be consistent throughout
the grade levels. He added

See COUNT, page 3

Caledonia Kraft Meadows Middle School teacher
Katie Grant was recently named Fox 17's Teacher of
the Week. Grant teaches seventh grade language arts
and social studies. She was nominated by seventh

grade student Deidre Mitchell.

most wins since 1999

- Caledonia wins ski league
for third year in a row

chapters in Michigan will
give a 20-minute presenta-
tion to a panel of judges at
the state level, who will rank
the chapters first through
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Group committed to continue fighting fracking

by Fran Faverman

Staff Writer
Though only Thomnapple,
Y ankee Springs and

Orangeville Townships have
taken steps to limit fracking
in their communities, resi-
dents from those townships
were joined by representa-
tives from Hastings, Hope
and Prairieville Townships on
Wednesday evening to
explore additional strategies.

The group met at the
Thornapple Township Hall
along with members of the
Barry County Community
Rights Committee for a con-
ference telephone call with
Ben Price, national organiz-
ing  director of the
Community Environmental
[egal Defense Fund, to learn
how the CELDF can help
townships proactively and
successfully keep fracking
from happening.

The CELDF is a nonproﬁt '

legal entity located in
Mercersburg, PA. According
to 1ts website the committee
does not charge for provided
services unless a visit by a
staff member to the client's
site 1s required. If so, the
charge 1s to cover only travel,
housing, and meals.

To date in Barry County,
~only Orangeville Township
has passed local ordinances
restricting traffic on certain
roads in residential areas, lim-
iting the hours truck traffic
can occur. Both Thornapple

and Yankee Springs
Townships passed only non-
binding resolutions urging
Gov. Snyder to prohibit the
practice. Both moves were in
response to the auctioning of
leases for mineral rights on
state lands within the county.

For Wednesday’s meeting,
Thornapple Township
Supervisor Mike Bremer, a
BCCRC member, used a
sample ordinance from the
CDELF website as a focus for
discussion around three
1ssues: what do people want
ordinances to do, will the
ordinances be identical in
each township, and is there a
core group in each township
committed to doing the work?

All three are basic require-
ments for any grassroots
group to be successful, said
Bremer, who handled a wide
band of initial opinions rang-
ing from the use of the word
“fracking” in future ordi-
nances, to not allowing leases
for mineral rights and the
possibilities of discrimination
in township decisions on the
subject.

Steve Losher, president of

Michigan Land Air Water
Defense, wanted to widen the

scope of the ordinance
Bremer had used.
"Include oil, injection

wells, wastewater, destruc-
tion of water resources." he
suggested.  “Geographical

limits on where a well pad is
meaningless

located are

oeameol

Pizzerias -
e Faro’s

e Hungry Howie’s

e Jet's
e Maria’s
e Mike's

Caledoma

American Legion #305 -
o

Tuesday, March 4™
Fat Tuesday Authentic

POLISH DINNER

Noon - 7:00 pm or until sold out

00

per person

includes

* fFresh Kielbasa ® Sauerkraut
 Cabbage Roll ® Pierogi

* Rye Bread
— TAKE-OUT AVAILABLE —
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

HALL FOR RENT
Call 891-1882
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* Palermo’s
* Peppino’s
e Pizza Hut
* Uccello’s

* [ hree Brother’s

because of the distance from
the site, a fact which makes
zoning useless.”

Price, who had been moni-
toring the discussion on the
phone, proposed an opening
question.

"What do you want to do?"
asked Price to which a the
resounding answer was, "ban
fracking.”.

Price used the conference
call to explain how CELDF
would work with the group to
draft ordinances and advise
on legal procedures required
to be followed by townships
in Michigan. The agency has
already drafted ordinances
prohibiting fracking in over
19 communities ranging from
New York to New Mexico.

In Colorado, the CELDF is
assisting with a legislative
Initiative to ban fracking.
Price cited the unanimous
vote of the Pittsburgh City
Council in adopting an anti-
fracking ordinance. Price
emphasized the ordinances
generally have not been chal-
lenged by mining and drilling
companies. He did note that a
legal challenge has been
made to an ordinance in Mora
County, New Mexico and the

Colorado initiative is also

facing a legal challenge. An
important aspect of the serv-
ices CELDF can provide is
teaching supporters of a com-
munity rights ordinance how
to answer difficult questions.

" I'he purpose of the regula-

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

A lease agreement with
Barry  County  Central
Dispatch was approved by the
Middleville Village Council
Tuesday allowing the county
to place an antennae on top of
the village water tower on
Bender Road.

Phyllis Fuller, director of
Barry  County  Central
Dispatch, brought the request
to the village in October. She
said there are pockets in the
northern part of the county,
especially in Thornapple
Township and Middleville,
where radio communication
coverage could be improved.

She said that after testing

Support Girls & Boys Lax! « Vote for the Best Plzza'

Ticketls on sale for $10
at Duncan Lake Middle School

or at the door.

Children 5 and under eat free.

Come for the best pizza
around Caledonia; stay for
"Meet the Scots”, gear
sales, skills training, Mini
Strike and much more!

Sunday, March 9  3pm - 7pm

Duncan Lake Middie School

tory system 1s to facilitate
industry,” Price continued.
“The permits legalize the
amount of harm they can do
but who writes the regula-
tions? They are drafted by the
industry. There is no partici-
pation by citizens. [In effect]
we can't enforce anything
more. Is that a democratic
process?"

Price said citizens have
two options: to do nothing or
to take responsibility for the
outcome by trying zoning,
fencing, lighting.

"Zoning doesn't
because the surface doesn't
matter and there are minimal
recovery regulations to pro-
tect the community,” said
Price, who added that a third
option might exist.

If you rely on one and two,

you will be fracked."

“A community bill of

rights represents enforceable
law,” Price suggested. “The
rights of indi#viduals living in
community are fundamental
and inalienable; they are the
highest form of rights. Law
that 1s reflective of those
rights is valid. Law that does
not reflect those rights, such
as corporate and state pre-
emptive law while legal, is
illegitimate law, thus invalid.
[Law that denies to a commu-
nity the right to exercise self-
government 1s a civil rights
1ssue.”

When Price suggested that
town jurisprudence might not

the site, the water tower
seemed to be a good location
to make those improvements
and create a stronger signal.

Barry County will pay the
village $1 per year for the
lease. The lease is good for
five years, renewable annual-
ly after the first five years.

The lease i1s the first
allowed antennae on the
water tower, but it may not be
the last. The lease allows for
co-location of other providers
so long as there 1s no interfer-
ence.

An Internet company,
FreedomNet, has also
approached the village about
allowing its antennae on the
water tower. Discussions
about a possible lease agree-
ment with FreedomNet were
delayed until the lease was
finalized first with Barry
County Central Dispatch.

Fuller said she believes the
water tower site will help pro-
vide much better and reliable
coverage for all areas. She
said the county has co-loca-
tions on several other sites in
the county and will work with
others if more leases are
approved. She said there have

« not been issues with interfer-

ence at other locations.

“On behalf of the board,
the fire association and any-
one who needs 911, thank
you,~ said Fuller to the coun-
cil after it unanimously
approved the lease agree-
ment.

Fuller said the agreement
saves the county taxpayers
about $15,000 per year.

In other matters at

work

apply in Michigan but that
chemical trespass was a pos-

sibility, Pat Linn, of
Orangeville, began a line of
questioning.

“T'he industry and the state
say it 1s safe.," observed Linn
of the fracking process to
which Price responded that
there are now several good
peer-reviewed studies avail-
able and added that a town-
ship cannot pass a law
beyond what it is allowed to
do.

"But does a bill of rights
apply only to fracking or can
it be used for other things
besides fracking?" queried
Linn. Again Price responded
that the bill of rights was spe-
cific for a single issue. To
Linn’s question regarding
lawsuits Price replied that
anybody can sue anybody
over anything. The munici-
pality would be responsible
for defending the ordinance.

Cindy Dill, relating her
experience with a township
official, said, "He claimed the
board could not be anti-frack-
Ing because it was their duty
to represent all the citizens of
the township."

Her comment referred to a
resident who had signed a
lease. Price responded the
contract was not legitimate
because fracking violates the
rights of citizens.

"T'here 1s a cardinal rule,"
commented Price, regarding
lawsuits. "It 1s best to be on

Middleville council approves lease
- s for Barry County Central Dispatch

Tuesday’s meeting:

* The council approved a
special event permit for the
Pregnancy Resource Center
Life Walk. The event will
take place June 14 between
during the 24 Hour Challenge
Event. The Life Walk takes
place on the Paul Henry
Thornapple Trail and causes
no interference with the bike
event. The event draws about
75 people and has been con-
ducted in Middleville in pre-
VIOUS years.

* Planning and Zoning
Administrator Brian Urquart
reported he 1s getting
acquainted with the area and
what’s happening. He hasn’t
had any new building permits
since he began working with
the wvillage, but said he
expects that will change in the
next month as it gets closer to
spring. He said he has attend-
ed the Michigan Zoning
Administrator
Training program in Tustin
and will be attending the
Michigan
Planning’s planning and zon-
ing essential workshop in
Belmont.

* Rocky Adams, code
enforcement officer, said he’s
had good success getting
most people to comply with
shoveling their sidewalks
after all the snow. He said
many people have thanked
him for his efforts and giving
people safe places to walk on
the sidewalks rather than in
the streets. He admitted there
ar¢ a couple of residents he
will likely be issuing citations
to 1n the future, but said he’s

agreement

Certificate

Association of

the offense. You don't have a
fracking problem, you have a
democracy problem. What is
going to cost the most if you
don't pass this ordinance? Tax
base? Will it be worse if we
don't do this?

"Elected officials have the
call. It can be hard to choose
between the interests of the
municipality and the interests
of the citizenry."

When Rachel Zegerius
raised the question of a time-
frame for action, Price replied
that each township has to pass
an ordinance, each ordinance
has to be tailored to local
needs, and each has to create
a core group to do the work.
While CELDE would review
the drafts, the core group
would need to get people to
buy into the ordinance
through public comments at
board meeting, formal pre-
sentations to community
group, media packet presen-
tations and creating a grass
roots movement.

Following the conclusion
of the conferences call,
Bremer asked the audience if
it was ready to get started.
Determining that there were
enough interested people
from each township in the
audience to form a core group
for each community, he
began the business of getting
lists of names and contact
information for the groups to
exchange.

still pleased with the level of
compliance during a difficult
winter.

* Village Manager Rebecca
Fleury reported the
Development Area Citizens
Council met for the first time
Feb. 20. The council is tasked
with reviewing the original
development and TIF plan
and the draft amended and

restated plan for the
Downtown  Development
Authority.

* Fleury reported there was
a roof cave-in on the accesso-
ry building portion at the
property “at 307 Arlington.
The village purchased the
property in a tax foreclosure
sale and 1s waiting for envi-
ronmental testing to be con-
cluded before selling the
property. The existing build-
ing will likely be demolished
by any new owner so the root
collapse from the snow 1s not
causing damage to the site.
Security tape surrounds the
site and 1t 1s not believed to be
a danger to the public.

* Fleury reported the
Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality enact-
ed new legislation that revises
sodium and chloride limits 1n
groundwater discharge per-
mits. The new standards
should help the village stay
within the guidelines. Village
council members said they
want the village to continue
working hard to limit the
amount of sodium in the
groundwater and protecting
the groundwater for future
generations.

iyl




-
by (1
'-.,_‘,-I

_____
=

'ﬁ-“-
—— 1-.., 4_.'_.._

]

Thornapple Kellogg teacher Stephanie Woods (left), of Lee Elementary, receives a $500 grant from Brian O’Nell
representing the Meemic Foundation. Also pictured are Lee Elementary Principal Angie Jefferson (far right) with
Woods’ second grade class.

Thornapple Kellogg
teacher Stephanie Woods of
[ee Elementary received a
$500 grant from the Meemic
Foundation to help purchase
mentor texts to help with
teaching different aspects of
writing.

Woods 1s a second grade
teacher and said she’s
researched many different
books to find ones with

Local students
named to
Olivet College

dean’s list

A total of 349 students
have been named to the
Olivet College 2013 fall
semester dean’s list.

To make the dean’s list, a
student must be enrolled full-
time and earn a grade point
average of 3.5 or higher.

Alto — Trevor Garbow,
Cody Oracz.

Delton — Daniel Buehler.

Freeport — Erika Boulter.

BOARD, continued

from page 1 ———

“She will be an outstanding
advocate for the county and
her district. Wé look forward
to having her level of experi-
ence and knowledge help
move Kent County forward.”

Bolter replaces former
Kent County Commissioner
Sandi Frost Steensma, who
stepped down to focus on the
erowth of her personal busi-
ness and her recent appoint-

ment to serve on the board of
trustees for Lake Superior

State University.

HASTINGS 4

269-205-4900

Downtown Hastings
on State St.

Goodrich

BARGAIN TWILIGHT
DAILY 4:00-6:00 PM

* pxcludes Digital 3D
(5) Stadium Seating

SHOWTIMES 34 - 3/5
TITLES AND TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

SPRING MOVIES

Saturday & Sunday 9 & 10 AM
BARNYARD (PG)

&G NON-STOP (PG-13)

SAT-SUN 11:10, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30
MON-WED 4:30, 7:00, 9:30

& SON OF GOD (PG-13)

SAT-SUN 12:15, 3:15, 6:15, 9:15
MON-WED 6:15, 9:15

o5 3 DAYS TO KILL (PG-13)

SAT-SUN 11:20, 2:10, 4:40, 7:10, 9:40
MON-WED 4:40, 7:10, 9:40

THE LEGO MOVIE (PG)

SAT-SUN 11:30, 1:50, 4:10, 6:30, 9:00
MON-WED 4:10, 6:30, 9:00

examples -of specific writing
needs. Some books, she said,
focus on descriptive adjec-
tives, sequence of events,
similes, metaphors, gram-
mar, and other literary ele-
ments. One book even helps
students find subject matters
to write about.

“With funding the way it’'s
been so limited, we don't
have money to purchase new
materials,” she said. “So |
decided to write some grants.
One of my personal goals
was to improve my writing
instruction for the students.
One way to-do that is to pro-
vide mentor books that are
good models for writing,”
she said.

Woods said she can read
the books with the students
and discuss the specific writ-
ing strategies emphasized.
Students can also re-read the
books themselves and imi-
tate the writing.

Woods said she
researched all types of books

created

to come up with her list and
was able to purchase 57 new
books with the grant money.

“l want to expose kids to
cood writing,” she said.

Woods said the mentor
texts will be used to help
inspire new 1deas and 1magi-
nation, creativity, main ideas
and relevance of themes,
iIncrease organization focus-
Ing on sequencing, add voice
and individual personality,
increase  word choices,
model sequence fluency, and
improve the writing process
with revising, using correct
grammar and parts of
speech.

Woods said she’s ordered

the books and now she’s just
waiting for them all to be
delivered.

“l can’t- wait - I 've got a

few, but I have a lot more to
come.’

she said.

The Meemic Foundation
is a non-profit organization
by Meemic

Insurance Company. The

FORMS, continued from page 1 ——

that many reasons normally
contribute to winter count
drops, including students
who move out of the district
during the school year or
some who may have opted
for home-schooling.

The district’s fall counts
have continued to slowly
increase each year. Enslen
said TK is one of only about
seven districts 1n the Kent
Intermediate School District
that has seen student enroll-
ment growth from year to
year.

Counts days are important
to districts because school

Central Michigan
University has released 1its
list of honors students for the
fall 2013 semester.

To quality, students must

earn a 3.5 grade point aver-
age. Area students on the list

mnclude:
Alto — Alicia Batchelor,

Benjamin Ertl, Kalli Fifarek,

Leicha Shoaf, Bridgette
Smith.

Caledonia —  Halee
Brennan, Micalah Brennan,
Ashley Churchil, Nathan
Foote, Kelsey Friberg,
Hayley Harmon, Nathan
Kimes, Brittany Klinkner,

Samantha Maher, Makenzie

Local residents among
CMU honor students

funding for the 2013-14 year
is based on the combined
2013 fall count and the 2013
winter count. The winter
count in 2014 will count as
part of the funding guide for
the 2014-15 school year.

Winter counts occur on the
second Wednesday In
February and represent 10
percent of the state funding.
The fall counts occur on the
first Wednesday in October
and represent 90 percent of
the state funding.

Districts have 20 school
days after count day to file
their officials numbers.

McFadden, PeritAnne
Murphy, Michelle Nemmers,
Daniel Oster, Matthew
Russo. Alison Schubert,

Jacqueline Snow, Mitchell
Stanley, Jessica Thelen.
Delton =~ —
Jackson.
Freeport —
Shannon Salgat.

Hastings — Holly Bomer,
Cody
Erin Gray, Carson

Mackenzie Chase,
Davis.

King.
Middleville —

Cassandra Smith.

foundation has been offering
grants to schools and educa-
tors since 1992.

"Exceptional educators
are always looking for new
and creative ways to inspire
their students and we want to
make sure that financial con-
cerns don’t stand in the way
of those ideas,” said Pamela
Harlin, director of The
Meemic Foundation. “The
ogoal of Meemic Foundation
grants 1S to provide the
resources necessary for
teachers to create a dynamic
learning environment for stu-
dents that not only educates
the children but inspires
them as well.”

The Foundation looks to
fund innovative programs,
events or projects that will
significantly enhance stu-

dents' classroom = experi-
ences.
More information - about

the Meemic Foundation can
be found at its website,
www.MeemicFoundation.com.

GREAT RATES &
LOCAL SERVICING

e Personal Service

! » Experienced Lenders

e No Application Fee

Elizabeth

Jarod Kent,

Dominic
Bierenga, Aaron Bouchard,
Molly Dahlgren, Katie Lark.,

Call Shannan Smith at

616.878.0798 or apply at

www.unitedbankofmichigan.com
NMLS#800679

3X UNITED BANK

| MORTGAGE CORPORATION (=)
06832999 it 3

06836056
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. Bar & Gr

Downtown Middleville ¢ 116 E. Main St.
Open | Days a Week * (269) 795-3573
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A Lee Elementary teacher gets Meemic grant to buy books
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Lee Elementary second grade teacher Stephanie
Woods holds up a couple of the new books she’'s been

able to purchase with the Meemic grant.

FFA, continued from page 1

tion. Two members are can-
didates for state office.

The last time Caledonia
was ranked in the top three
chapters in Michigan was
| 998.

The Caledonia FFA was
chartered Feb. 26, 1936.

Over the past 78 years, thou-

06836058

$900
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. Lu-nch- and Dinner =
QM‘ 7 Days a Weel:! -
Get your Jrigh on and Celebrate St.
Patrick’'s Day with Usg’

Saturday, March 15th - Sunday, March 16th - Monday, March 17th

~ §- Corned Beef &
>~ " Cabbage Dinner...

7 < el Badsi=",

March |st — Silent Bark

March 8th — Harry Lucas and the Low Downs
March |15th — North 30

March 22nd — Soul Drive

sands of young people have
developed leadership and
agricultural skills through
agriscience education 1In
Caledonia. Today, the chap-
ter is 65 members strong and
is involved in many school
and community activities.

Caledoma
American Legion #305

Friday March 7™
and every Friday thru April 18

All-You-Can-Eat
FAMOUS LEGION

FISH FRY

With all the trimmings

Children
10 & Under

$5oo

Served 5pm - 7pm Open to &

#| HALL FOR RENT
-1882

Public ©

’//ZZ"“

e

Specials on

) green beer, Guiness
» draft & Jameson's «
Irish Whiskey All

Weekend! ‘
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