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CHS to be site of
conference in 2014
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Governor Snyder tours 
Bradford White facility Middleville submits application to 

join state’s Main Street program

ing that half of the school 
taxes be collected in July and 
December for the 2013-14

over two semesters. The 
trimester system allows* 15

The LED sign at the southeast corner of Main Street and M-37 is working with mes­
sages announcing upcoming events, welcoming visitors to Middleville and displaying 
the time and temperature. The sign was purchased by the Downtown Development 
Authority. Additional landscaping around the sign will be done in the spring. (Photo 
by Julie Makarewicz)

• Middleville budget draws questions

• Middleville Village Manager earns 
Barry County ATHENA award

• Service projects help Girl Scouts 
work toward bronze award

in the United States chosen
as a site for the conference.

Continuing with its agen­
da the board approved two ership. He taught kinder- 
measures
finance director Sam Wright.
The first is a resolution,• #

Governor Rick Snyder cuts the ribbon to officially open the Bradford White 
International Technical Excellence Center. Pictured, from left, are Middleville 
Village Council President Charles Pullen, village council member Ed Schellinger (in 
back), Thornapple Township trustee Walt Eavey, Bradford White Executive Vice 
President and general manager Eric Lannes, Snyder, Bradford White director of 
technical services Dustin Bowerman, and Barry County Commissioner Craig 
Stolsonburg. (See additional story in next week’s Hastings Banner)

Downtown
Authority that commit to the four-point

tern. We were rewriting the 
curriculum.”

The block system featured 
four classes of 90 minutes 
each in an 18-week semester
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by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

i

ic restructuring.
Fleury said making the 

application does not commit 
the village to being part of 
the program and does not 

Manager ensure the state will accept 
the village as a partner mem­
ber.

k j

and tours of the facility. It 
expects contractors, distrib-

Governor Rick Snyder utors, and business people 
said Bradford White is a 
"great made-in-Michigan 
story" and toured the com­
pany’s new International 
Technical Excellence

from all over the United 
States and Canada to visit 
and to train at the center.

"This is a great made-in- 
Michigan story, it’s a lead-

requested by garten, third and fourth 
grades in the Allendale 
school system for 22 years 
before becoming a principal 
for five years. He then served

See CONFERENCE, pg. 3

general
Lannes and 
technical services, Dustin 
Bowerman.

Located on Eagle Drive 
next to a cornfield in 
Middleville, Gov. Snyder 
said it’s a shining example

manager 
director of

Your Hometown Newspaper Serving Middleville and Caledonia Areas

years. “It came at the right school year. The second item 
time for us. We were 
involved Gn changing our 
curriculum from the block

was a contract with the 
Byron Center Schools to pro­
vide training and repairs to 
school buses as needed at the 
Caledonia facility. The work 
would be billed at $38.75 per 
hour; Byron Center will be 
billed on a monthly basis.

A contract with Rex 
Hansen to serve as the inter­
im principal at Kettle Lake 
Elementary School through 
the remainder of the school 
year was approved. He is a 
graduate of Grand Valley 
State University and has 
bachelor’s and master's 
degrees in educational lead-

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

At the urging of state offi­
cials, the 
Middleville is applying to 
become a member of the 
Michigan Main Street pro­
gram at the associate level.

The
Development 
made the application, and the approach. That approach 
village council endorsed the _ _

”,

nriosT

nomic development and his­
toric preservation in the 
downtown.

The Main Street area will 
not include the entire DDA 
area — only the traditional 
Main Street areas.

“I think any ideas on how 
to better our downtown area
— any little help we can get
— seems like it would be a 
good thing. Especially if it

See MAIN STREET, pg. 3
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village council endorsed the includes design, organiza- 
application at its Tuesday tion, promotion and econom- 
council meeting.

“Members of the state felt 
Middleville would be a good 
fit for this program and that's 
why we were approached, 
said Village 
Rebecca Fleury.

She told council members 
there is no cost to become a 
member and no funds will be 
accepted by the DDA 
through the service. Being a 
member simply may allow 
the village to receive techni­
cal assistance from state 
experts on building, generat-

I ing and maintain a strong 
downtown area.

“The DDA felt this would 
be a way to obtain some 
technical assistance for the

The Main Street program 
uses a four-point approach to 
strengthen commercial activ-

Village of ity and improve buildings in 
a community’s downtown. 
Michigan Main Street was 
formed in 2003 and provides be formed to stimulate eco­
consulting services to up to 
three communities per year

“They could turn us down, 
or we could turn them 
down,” she said.

If the village is accepted 
as an associate member, the 
Main Street organization will

by Fran Faverman
Staff Writer

Caledonia High School
Principal
Tuesday welcomed the board system to the trimester sys- 
of education and audience 
for the board's December 
meeting by announcing that 
the school has been chosen 
as the site of a conference for
1,000 teachers from around for a total of eight classes 
the United States and the 
world in July 2014.

The announcement capped 72-minute classes a year, 
off a successful year for the
school which has also been only the second high school 
chosen as one of 100 best 
high schools in the state and 
one of 1,000 best high 
schools in the country.

“It is a conference of pro­
fessional learning communi­
ties, of educators who have
the same mission, values and approved annually, request­
goals,” Glazier told the 
board, adding that Caledonia 
has been involved for seven
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Bruce and Kerri Higgins, owners of Monterey Grille in Caledonia, take part in the
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: are upon us - ,j 
is your carpet ready ?

weluvcarpet.com 
269-795-4300

Caledonia
American Legion #305

current wages for each 
employee without having to 
flip back and forth to differ-

HALL FOR RENT 
Call 891-1882
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S•r purchase. 

For a limited time

their salaries split between 
more than one department.

Lutz said she found it very

7

Page 2/The Sun and News, Saturday, December 1,2012

Middleville budget 
draws questions

big increase for one year, 
she said. .

Fleury reminded council 
members that much of that 
increase is in salary and ben­
efit costs for the officers.

Grille,
Center, Caledonia Township 
office, Cali Fitness.

FtOw 
f uft C.-inl

organizations 
the

are projected with deficits, departments so wages are 
She said 2013 is the last year

al fund and 2 mills for 
streets.

GQTI.com and on Facebook

BARGAIN TWILIGHT
DAILY 4:00-6:00 PM
* excludes Digital 30

Caledonia chamber 
collecting food, toys and 
funds to help area families

The Caledonia Chamber including meals and gifts, 
of Commerce is once again

269-205*4900 
Downtown Hastings 

on State St.
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MOVIE GIFT CARDS 
available at the box office

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer She said 2013 is the last year taken out of both department

Although there was only the village will be required to budgets, 
one public comment about 
the proposed 2013 budget, plan to the state. 
Middleville Village council 
members Joyce Lutz and Sue scrutiny by Lutz Sue Reyff. 
Reyff had several concerns 
and voiced several questions 
during a public hearing on 
the budget held Tuesday.

Time to discuss details 
further will be available at 
the Dec. 4 committee of the 
whole meeting before formal 
adoption of the budget and 
millage rates is anticipated at 
the Dec. 11 council meeting.'

The 2013 budget, for the figures are taken directly 
first time in many years, does from the state’s website, 
not contain any deficits in 
any fund. Village manager 
Rebecca Fleury admits the 
budget is tight and there isn’t 
a lot of room for extra 
expenses.

The village has been under 
a deficit elimination plan for 
the general fund, and the 
major and local street funds 
for the past few years. In part of 2012, so the 2013 to justify increases in the
2012, the local street fund budget is the first year to police budget for the village,
was solvent and, in 2011, the reflect a full year of the With increased health costs,
general fund became solvent, salary increases. pensions and wages

Fleury said this is the first 
time in many years no funds

With all the trimmings

0 0 Served 
5pm - 7pm

In Honor of Pearl Harbor Day
FREE Dinner for all WWII Veterans

0 No passes

SHOWTIMES 12/1 -12/6

O3D LIFE OF PI (PG)
$2.50 PREMIUM PER 30 TICKET DAI LY 4:30, 9:50
©LIFE OF PI (PG)
SAT-SUN 11:00, 1:45, 7:05
MON-TH 7:05
O(s)3D RISE OF THE GUARDIANS (PG)
$2.50 PREMIUM PER 30 TICKET

DAILY 4:20, 9:10
O(s) RISE OF THE GUARDIANS (PG)
LIGHTS UP SOUND DO WK SAT. 12/1 10M AM

SAT-SUN 11:10, 1:30, 6:45
MON-TH 6:45
O® TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN

PART 2 (PG-13) I
SAT-SUN 11:20, 2:00, 4:40. 7:15, 9:40
MON-TH 4:40, 7:15, 9:40
SKYFALL (PG-13)
SAT-SUN 12:15, 3:15, 6:15, 9:20
MON-TH 6:15, 9:20

as
In some cases, employee required, the department 

wages are split between two

4

Friday, December 7,2012

All-You-Can-Eat
FAMOUS LEGION d

FISH FRY?

For example, 
submit a deficit elimination Fleury s salary is budgeted 

half in the village manager 
But the budget came under budget and half in the 

finance director budget. 
Reyff asked why there Other employees also have 

were no funds budgeted in 
the manager's budget for 
attorney fees
Fleury was increasing the confusing and wants to see 
state shared revenue 
amounts.

Fleury said there are 
monies budgeted for the ent pages to add salary totals, 
attorney in other funds and 
that the state shared revenue

tion at Monterey Grill will 
receive a $10 gift certificate 
to the restaurant.

Other collection sites in 
Caledonia include United

dies. • Bank, Branns, Caledonia
Bruce Higgins, owner of Printing, Brightside Church,

Grille
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"I would like it spelled out 
more definitely," she said.

Reyff also questioned the 
$18,000 increase for the 

Reyff also questioned police department. "That’s a 
salary increases for employ- u:r> *—f---------------- ’’

ees. She was reminded that a 
year ago the council 
approved a 3 percent pay 
increase for employees who 
had not seen any wage 
increases for the previous Barry County Sheriff Dar 
three years. Fleury said the Leaf attended the last com- 
pay hikes were given in only mittee of the whole meeting 
part of 2012, so the 2013

I >

I 1 /

needs about an additional 
$18,000. Middleville con­
tracts with the sheriff’s 
department for three full­
time officers assigned to the 
village.

The 2013 projected budget
estimates total revenues of annual Caledonia food and toy collection to support area families. 
$1,114 million with total 
expenses of $1,112 million. 
That leaves the village with 
an estimated $2,505.

Overall, the budget esti­
mates about a 6 percent 
increase in projected rev­
enues even though real and 
personal tax revenues are 
expected to decrease.

The millage rate is expect­
ed to remain the same at 12.5 
mills. That is broken down of Commerce is once again Donations are needed to
into 10.5 mills for the gener- conducting its holiday food make this year anther suc-

and toy drive. cessful year and allow the
Last year, the chamber chamber to assist needy fam- 

assisted about 150 families 
in the Caledonia and 
Middleville area with com- Monterey Grille in Kids R Angels, Adventure 
plete Christmas packages Caledonia, started the food Learning Center, Monterey * 

and toy drive from his busi- Grille, Caledonia Dance 
ness about nine years ago. 
Then he partnered with the 
chamber to be able to pro­
vide even more assistance.

Families are nominated 
from schools, churches and 
other organizations to 
receive the assistance. 
Higgins said all of the dona­
tions stay within the 
Caledonia and Middleville 
areas.

There are several drop off 
sites at different Caledonia 
businesses. Non-perishable 
food items are needed as 
well as new toys and new 
and used clothing. Cash 
donations are also accepted 
to help the chamber purchase 
meat and vegetables for the 
complete Christmas meals.

Donations will be accept­
ed until Dec. 23. Many fami­
lies will receive their items 
the week of Dec. 16. Higgins 
said the chamber always 
works to fulfill needs right 
up until Dec. 23.

Anyone making a dona-
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