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Depar tmg to wns h:p 0 ff:c:als honored

Yankee Springs
Supervisor Al McCrumb
presided over his last town-
ship meeting Monday.
McCrumb served as town-
ship supervisor for 12 years
and opted not to seek re-
election this year. McCrumb
was thanked by the board
for his years of service and
dedication and given a
plaque with a gavel pre-
sented by Township Clerk
Janice Lippert. Township
Trustee Al Schwennesen
was also honored for his
service. He was defeated In
his bid for election to a
township board seat.
Schwennesen served on
the zoning board of appeals
for 18 years and was
appointed to the board In
2010. He also received a
plaque for his service.

.“D

Recently re-elected Thornapple
.-:g Township trustee dies at home

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

Thornapple = Township
Trustee Patrick Harrison, 70,
died Saturday, Nov. 17, at
his home. He was re-elected
to a four-year term as a
trustee earlier this month and
had said he was looking for-
ward to serving his commu-
nity again.

Township Supervisor Don
Boysen said Harrison's
death is a big loss.

- “He will obviously be
‘missed a great deal,” said
‘Boysen. “We really treas-
ﬂJred his friendship and input
on the township board. It
‘was a big shock and a big

1 loss.”

‘Harrison had served on

' 'Fﬂlé township board for 10

years He was a 1960
Tlmmapple Kellogg High

, &chaol graduate and lived in

ﬂiﬂ township most of his

adult life. He was a member
of the Parmalee Methodist
Church and a member of the
Thornapple Township
Planning Commission.

He retired from Steelcase
in 1999, after working there
34 years. He also owned a
small hobby farm where he
raised beef cattle and chick-
ens and grew sweet con,
pumpkins and hay.

Among his survivors are
his wife, Judy
(Wiesenhofer),  daughter
Nickole and son Corey
(Sonja) and five grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services will be at
1 a.m. Friday, Nov. 23, at
Middleville United
Methodist Church. Burial
will be in Mt Hope
Cemetery. Visitation will be
from 1 to 3 and 6 to 8 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 23, at Beeler
Gores Funeral Home 1n

L

Middleville. The family sug-
cests people dress casually
and honor Harrison by wear-
ing anything John Deere.

In lieu of flowers, the
family is requesting memori-
al gifts to Thornapple
Township Emergency
Services or Parmalee United
Methodist Church.

The township board will
have to appoint someone to
Harrison’s term of office.
The board will likely consid-
er appointments at its Dec.

.10 meeting, which will begin

at 7 p.m. in the township
hall. The person appointed
will serve for two years, then
the position will be up for
election for the remaining
two years.

Anyone interested in serv-
ing as a township trustee
should send a letter or inter-
est and resume to the town-
ship offices. ,,

"'l__--*
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| Traffic study of M-37/84th
S treet intersection possibie

by Fran Faverman
Staff Writer

The Michigan Department
of Transportation may con-
duct a major traffic study of
the intersection of M-37/ and
84th Street.

During the
Township Board meeting
Wednesday, Township
Supervisor Bryan Harrison
saild he had received an
email from MDOT regarding
the possibility of a study.

According to Harrison,
who periodically conducts a
personal survey of about
1,000 township residents, in
this year’s survey, residents
overwhelmingly said the
intersection of 84th and M-
37 was the most important
issue 1n Caledonia.

Harrison shared with the
board an email that he and
Jerry Bryne, from the Kent
County Road Commission,
received from Dennis Kent,
MDOT region tratfic plan-
ner, Nov. 21.

Kent wrote, “Based on
recent observations of tratfic
patterns and discussion with
the Kent County Road
Commission, MDOT has
requested a full tratfic survey
of the M-37 at 84th Street
intersection from the MDO'T
Central Office, Traffic Study
Division Timing of the
study will depend on
resource availability and
other studies currently
underway statewide.”

The full tratfic
would 1nclude
machine counts, eight-hour
manual turning movement
counts, a gap study and a
delay study. A phasing deter-
mination for left turns would
also be completed with the
study, according to the
email.

“It 1s difficult — because
M-37 is a state highway and
84th Street is a county road
— to get MDOT and Kent
County Road Commission
on the same page,” said
Harrison.

He also released to the Sun
and News additional emails
between
Bryne; the emails. Harrison's
emails ask what the township
needs to do to get the depart-
ment’s attention to the prob-
lems presented by the inter-
section, specifically the
phasing of the traffic light
and the need for a left-hand
turn signal. He also inquired
if the presence of state-level
elected officials at a meeting
would be helpful.

The department’s
response Nov. 8 from Kent
said MDOT would prefer to
observe the effects of the

Caledonia

study
24-hour

him. Kent and.

extension of the southbound,
left turn lane at the intersec-
tion to improve the stacking
capacity of the lane and
allow through traffic to move
freely.

“It I1s difficult — because u

i

M-37 Is a state hlghway i
and 84th Street is a '
county road — to get |
MDOT and Kent County §§
Road Commission on

the same page.”

Bryan Harrison,
Caledonia Township §

{

Supervisor &

Harrison responded Nov.
|2 that the short timing of the
signals was leading to
increasingly hazardous
behavior by drivers because
of the difficulty of making
left turns; the Increase In
stacking capacity 1in the
southbound lane of M-37
merely meant more drivers
were being forced to wait
through light changes betore
they could make the left turn
and were making left turns on
red lights.

“The situation 1S unaccept-
able,” said Harrison, noting
that drivers on 84th Street
wanting to make left turns
faced similar difficulties.

In other business the
board approved.:

 The reappointments of
Bryan Happel and Jessica
Marion to three-year terms
on the zoning board of
appeals. '

e The renewal of a mineral
removal permit for three
years for the Whitneyville
Sand Pit Company.

e The application to the
Michigan Townships
Participation Plan for a
$5.000 grant to permit the
fire department to continue
improvements to the new
training facility.

During public comment
period Nick Unger, secretary

COMmMmMmISsSion and

of the board of Caledonia
Community

Cable
Corporation, gave an update

on the corporation’s negotia-

tions with Charter
Communications. He said
the success of the WCAL
live streaming on the Internet
had led to a problem; the sta-
tion currently uses a coaxial
cable which 1s not adequate
for the demand. The negotia-
tions are aimed at using the
fiber-optic cable which pro-
vides more capacity and a
better signal. He wanted the
board to know that the cor-
poration may be coming
back for additional funds
beyond the amount currently
budgeted for them.

Retiring board member
Greg Zoller was presented
with a plaque commemorat-
ing his service on the board
of trustees.

Zoller, who 1s a Realtor by
profession. served on the
committee to renovate the
space for the new township
offices, as well as on the road
committee and supported
vigorously attempts (O
increase the number of hours
of library service in the
township.

He said that he had
enjoyed being a member of
the board and working on
township concerns. He added
that he was always available
to the township and would
serve in any way that he
could.

Kelly

Cavanaugh, who
was elected to the board
Nov. 6, was officially wel-
comed by Harrison and other
board members. She said that
she was looking forward to
her term and she had enjoyed
working with Trustee Don
Koopmans on the planning
with
Trustee Dale Hermenet on
the parks and recreation
committee.

The next meeting of the
board will be at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 5, in the
township offices, 8196
Broadmoor Ave.

» Thornapple Twp. moving forward
with county on Duncan Lake drains

. Middleville officials hopeful for
grant to replace Main Street bridge

- Big Reds foil Scots’ comeback
bid with big plays in football semis

» A number of Trojans among
county’s best this fall
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Thornapple Township moving forward
with county on Duncan Lake drains

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

A years-old water
drainage issue at Duncan
lLake = has  Thornapple
Township officials hopeful
they are nearing a permanent
f1x.

The township board
recently discussed creation
of two drainage districts for
the lake area and the estab-
lishment of new county
drains. Within those districts,
the township may purchase
two containment sites to cap-
ture water runoff, allowing
for controlled releases to the
lake without flooding prop-
erties.

Township Supervisor Don
Boysen said that, in times of
heavy rains, water has
poured over the top of

Noffke Drive and flooded

homes and properties on the

west side of the road.
Boysen said the township

1Is working with the Barry
County Drain Commission
to establish the drains, to
identify the properties that
will be affected, and to set up
a hearing of* necessity. He
sald the Drain Commission
will also be responsible for
determining the degree of
benefit to each affected prop-
erty and how much each will
be assessed for the district.

Public hearings will be
established so that land own-
ers understand what
happen, how it affects their
property, and how much they
will be assessed.

“The township has made it
quite clear that we want
this,” stated Boysen.
“We've paid upfront for
engineering costs and we’re
looking at purchasing prop-
erties for the impoundment
areas.’’

Boysen estimates the
township has spent at least

will

$20,000 on engineering costs
and may have to pay about
$30,000 for property for the
containment areas.

Two properties will be
needed for the containment
sites, one of about 2 acres at
the south end of the lake and
a second of about 4.5 acres
on the north end.

Township officials said
the only way to permanently
fix the problem 1s to create
the drainage districts and to
control the water runoff to
the lake.

The county drain commis-
sion will establish the public
hearings and provide notices
to all affected property own-
ers. Boysen said this is
something the township has
been working on for more
than two years and he’s glad
to see it finally get to this

point.

Thornapple Township officials sworn into office

Newly elected Thornapple Township Supervisor Mike Bremer and re-elected
Township Treasurer Debra Buckowing are sworn into office Tuesday by re-elected
clerk Susan Vlietstra. Bremer takes over as supervisor from Don Boysen, who served
the township in that position for 32 years.
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Welcome to Middle viIIe

The new Middleville welcome sign was installed this week at the southeast corner
of Main Street and M-37. The electronic sign will display messages about communi-
ty events and encourages people to visit the downtown area. Middleville’s Downtown
Development Authority paid for the sign and will work on decorative landscaping at
the corner in the spring. Officials hope the sign is fully functional within about a week.

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer
The launch of a new blog

to promote local businesses,
organizations and activities
has been announced by the
Middleville Downtown
Development Authority.

Guests can access the
blog at www.gomid-
dleville.com to learn what’s
happening in the community,
what local services are being
offered, and what recreation-
al opportunities are avail-
able.

“We began this project
with the goal to create a more
exciting calendar of events,”
said DDA event coordinator
Jean Lamoreaux  who
believes this i1s another
avenue for people to learn
more about what’s going on
in the community and what
businesses have to offer.
“Eventually, we decided to
launch the blog to help drive

both online and physical traf-
fic to Middleville businesses
and organizations.”

Grand  Valley @ State
University student Cori
Curtis worked with
[.amoreaux to create the

blog. Curtis has been volun-
teering with the DDA as part
of her college requirements.
Curtis gave a brief presen-
tation about the blog to the
DDA at its meeting Tuesday
night. She said the blog is
very easy to establish and
change. Events can be added
with simple steps. The site,
she said, is also set up to
serve as links to various
other sites such as individual
businesses or organizations.
“This will always be
evolving and growing,” said
Curtis. “It can be updated so
easily and as often as you
want. It’s just another way
to provide information to the
community and interact with
the community on-line.”
The  blog currently
includes a “Welcome to
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Middleville DDA launches
new community blog

Middleville” page with pho-
tos and information about the
community, a page about
Middleville businesses with
a variety of links to those
businesses, a page called
Community  Connections
that provides links to various
organizations and the
schools, and a community
events calendar to keep visi-
tors up to date on what's hap-
pening. .

Curtis said this can be an
all-inclusive calendar to
include school events as well
as community events.

“This 1s all really a work
In progress,” she stated. “It’s
a good start, but it can keep
growing.”

The blog also connects to
social networks. The
Middleville DDA’s
Facebook page .and an insta-
gram feed of pictures of
Middleville are promoted on
the homepage. A Flickr feed
1s being added soon for more
photo opportunities.

LLamoreaux encourages
guests to “like” the Facebook
page to access updates from
recent events and to con-
tribute their own photos
through the social networks.

“lhe goal 1s to better
inform our residents and
draw more attention to the
village of Middleville, we

have a lot to offer.,” said
l.amoreaux.
Middleville has about

3,300 residents and is home
to Barry County’s largest
employer, Bradford White
Corporation. The
Middleville DDA is respon-
sible for popular events In
Middleville such as the farm-
ers market, the village-wide
garage sales, the River Bank
concert series, the Heritage
Days celebration, and the
Holly Trolley Christmas
cvent.
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