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137th year

Supervisor race will again bring heat to Caledonia Township election

Caledonia Township voters
Tuesday, Nov. 6, will face a
- crowded ballot with an
unusual feature, a write-1n
campaign for the office of
township SUPErvisor.
Incumbent Bryan Harrison,
who is running for a fourth
term as supervisor, 1s being
challenged in a write-in cam-
paign by Walter Bujak, who
lost the Aug. 7 Republican
primary to Harrison by one
vole.

Candidates for all
offices running
posed.

Below are the responses to
questionnaires sent to candi-
dates.

ers, preserving our rural char-
acter, protecting safe neigh-
borhoods, and supporting
public safety.

How would vou prioritize
expenditures of township
funds among amenities such
as a swimming pool or parks
and trails?

To some extent, paths are a
public safety issue consistent
with the core purpose of gov-
ernment. We have expanded
park property in response to
citizen support to
open space and rural charac-
ter. We now need better
access to these properties.
Pools are not a function of
township government.

What is your view of the
state’s current practices
regarding revenue-sharing
dollars?

Requiring government
employees pay their share of
insurance or mandating post-
ing financial 1information
online for taxpayer trans-
parency 1s all right by me.

See CALEDONIA

other
LNOP-

preserve

dl'C

Walter Bujak

latory affairs. His level of
community - involvement
beyond local government
committees and boards 1S
focused on sports and envi-
ronmental groups.

Why are you running for
office?

[ lead a township board that
applies common sense, con-
servative principles and gets
the job done. I’ve earned trust
of " voters by establishing a
reputation for bringing people
together and solving prob-
lems. I’ve proven my com-

mitment to respecting taxpay-

Supervisor

Bryan Harrison, born 1n
1968, lives on Thornapple
River Drive. He 1s a hitelong
resident of Caledonia, who
earned a bachelor’'s degree
from Michigan State
University and a master’s
degree in business: adminis-
tration at Northwood
University. Virtually all of his
‘employment history 1s in pol- Ao 'S
itics and legislative and regu- Richard Snoeyink

Donald Koopmans ~ Richard Robertson

Camille Irvine plays the bride in “Father of the Bride.” She is pictured with Jason
Martin who plays the father, Marlee Willshire (back) as the mother, and Maddy

VerHey as the dressmaker.

TKHS to perform
- ‘Father of the Bride’

“The cast and crew for
Thornapple Kellogg High
School are ready to perform
the fall play “Father of the
Bride.”

Performances will be at 7/
i~ p.m. Nov. 9 and 10 in the
"~ high school auditorium.
= Tickets are $7 for adults

- and $5 for students and sen-

ior citizens. Tickets will be
available at the door or may
be ordered online at
www.tkschools.org.

Senior citizens living
within the TK district can get
an early preview of the show.
They are invited to the dress
rehearsal Nov. 8. Pre-show
refreshments will be served

in the high school cafeteria at
6:15 with the show starting
at 7 p.m. in the auditorium.
There is no cost for seniors to
attend this show. But those
wanting to attend must pre-
register by Nov. 7 by calling
269-795-5578.

See FATHER, page 12

TOWNSHIP, page 12

Caledonia school hoard

candidates respond at forum

puter scientist who operates
a web design business and
has 10 years of experience 1n
various phases of local gov-

by Fran Faverman
Staff Writer

Five of the six candidates
for two available Board of
Education seats participated
on Tuesday in a Caledonia
Community Schools District
forum sponsored by the Key
Communicators parent rep-
resentative group.

The forum, held in the
high school performing arts
center was moderated by
Kathy Wagner and began
with brief introductions
before moving onto ques-
tions covering four areas:
school board roles and
responsibilities,  finance,
schools and programs, and
our community.

James Dixon is a profes-
sional engineer and business-
man who operates an engi-
neering firm, Dixon
Environmental Engineering.

He has four children, three of

them throughout the system.
He has lived in Caledonia for
17 years and has coached
basketball and baseball. He
believes his skills as a
licensed professional engi-
neer and his experience with
government at various levels
would be an asset to the dis-
trict. This is his first run for
an elective office. He
received his engineering
degree from Michigan State
University and did graduate

work in hydrogeology at
Western Michigan
University.

Bill Donohue 1s the
incumbent board member
who serves as treasurer of the
district. He is running for a
second term; he was first
elected in 2008. He 1s an air
traffic controller and says he
will reach the mandatory
retirement age within the
next year and a half and will
have additional time to
devote to the district. His
three children have graduat-
ed from the Caledonia sys-
tem and his wife has worked
in the system as a parapro-
fessional. His reason for run-
ning initially is the way «n
which the system impressed
him with 1its excellence.

Jane McGookey 1s a com-

ernment. She has a son at
Caledonia High School.
McGookey feels the school
system is an excellent asset
to the community and faces
very challenging financial
times. She has been an active
member of several organiza-
tions and has volunteered in
school systems where she
has lived. She became a resi-
dent of Gaines Township In
2006 and i1s a Caledonia
booster. She received her
bachelor's in computer ScCi-
ence from Hope College and
her master's degree in infor-
mation technology from

See FORUM, page 11

» Orangeville Township supervisor,
treasurer facing challengers

- Thornapple Kellogg girls are bouna
for cross country state finals

» Trojans get district final volleyball
rematch with Lakewood

- Scots pick off six to shoot down
the Dragons, advance in playotis
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