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Council will consider tobacco-free park ordinance
*
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Fall brilliance
Wildwood Trails Park in Middleville
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See DISC GOLF, pg, 2
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Chicken debate finally flies with 
Middleville planning commission

but said many people will 
comply if signs are posted.

In other matters at the

Disc golf course proposal 
gets preliminary support
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changes to post-employment 
benefits

chicken coop to any adja­
cent buildings.

The coop must be located 
in the rear yard and at least 
20 feet from the side and 
rear lot lines. It cannot be

k1b

• Caledonia Planning Commission 
approves Buer site plan

• Caledonia School board hires 
interim principal for Dutton

• Consumers Energy officials 
explain tree trimming process

• Sailors complete sweep of Gold 
golf season at GVSLI
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Village officials said they
will invite Chemical Bank being taken away or scaled 
officers in to discuss options 
with them and consider the 
current village investment 
policy.

• Veldhuizen also suggest­
ed the council consider

issue to the village early this 
year.

The matter will now be 
considered by the village 
council at its Nov. 7 com­
mittee of the whole meet­
ing. The meeting starts at 
4:30 p.m. in the village hall.

4

Fall colors are striking. This tree in brilliant red is just starting to shed its iea»e& ai 
Caledonia’s Lakeside Park. (Photo by Julie Makarewicz) ’
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to $250,000. ’
“There is some risk if
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back by most municipalities 
and companies.”

• Council
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tant than gaining a little bit 
of interest.

“None of us knew 2008
was coming.” said
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have been working on the 
chicken issue for several 
months, debating
viable to have them in the

Anyone village, and, if so, where

committee of the whole Chemical Bank would hap­
pen to go under,” said 
Veldhuizen. “If it were me, I

established 
trick-or-treat hours in the vil-

See SMOKING, pg. 3
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by Julie Makarewicz In order to obtain a per- chickens on every lot in the 
• Staff Writer mit to have chickens, prop- village, but will enable

Middleville’s village erty owners must submit an many property owners to
planning commission has accurate site plan showing have the option of raising
resolved the debate about the location of the chicken their own birds,
whether village residents coop and enclosure, dis- wanting to use a portable and how they should be reg-
should be allowed to raise tance from rear and side lot chicken coop must specifi-
chickens by recommending lines, and distance from the cally identify where the
that the council approve an 
ordinance allowing chick­
ens in certain areas of the 
village as long as property 
owners meet strict require­
ments. . ~

The proposal allows closer than 60 feet from any 
chickens in all zoning dis­
tricts as long as setback property,
requirements are met. The setbacks won't allow
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sider making all village-
owned properties tobacco meeting Tuesday:

• Council agreed to dis­
cuss banking options with might consider moving some
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In order to obtain a per­
mit to have chickens, prop­

village erty owners must submit an 
accurate site plan showing 
the location of the chicken 
coop and enclosure, dis­
tance from rear and side lot

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

A proposal to create a disc 
golf course at Wildwood 
Trails Park in Middleville pack too much in on 20 
got preliminary support from 
village council members, but 
they want to make sure

health insurance to retirees 
for life. The cost this year, 

comfortable with protected.” Veldhuizen said, was about
possibly moving some funds Chemical Bank making sure Council member Sue $6,600. But he expects that
to other local banks. Dan they are very secure. The Reyff likened it as to having will increase over time to
Veldhuizen with auditors risk is real. There are banks “all our eggs in one basket, more than $250,000. “It’s
Siegfried Crandall told coun- in Michigan that have gone Maybe that’s not the best.” something you should look
cil members the village cur- under and it is possible.” Village officials said thev at. That benefit really is

ulated.
Ruben and Stacey 

coop can be located on the Campos first brought the 
property. \ 

Residents will be limited 
to no more than four chick­
ens. No roosters are 
allowed. All slaughtering 
must be done inside a 

dwelling on an adjacent garage or accessory build­
ing or off-site.

Planning commissioners

I
I 
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and News

Schellinger. “Granted, 1
think Chemical Bank is very benefits in the future,
sound, but I think we should Currently, the village offers

The benefits, coalition cuss banking options with might consider moving some at least consider looking at
members said, would be Chemical Bank and consider funds or at least I would get options to keep our money
reductions in second hand making changes, including very comfortable with protected.”
smoke, litter, risks of nico- possibly moving some funds Chemical Bank making sure Council
tine poisoning exposure to 
kids and pets, and youth ini­
tiation to smoking.

If the village approves the
policy, new signs will be rently has all its funds with 
posted at Jail properties. 
Some council members said

by Julie Makarewicz
• Staff Writer

Middleville public parks free.
may soon become tobacco 
free zones.

Council members
Tuesday agreed to consider a 
policy at their November 8 
committee of the whole kids and pets, and youth ini- Veldhuizen with auditors risk is real. There are banks
meeting and then put it to a tiation to smoking. Siegfried Crandall told coun- in Michigan that have gone Maybe that’s not the best.”
vote at a later council meet- If the village approves the cil members the village cur- under and it is possible.” 
ing. policy, new signs will be rently has all its funds with Council member "Ed

The council was posted at all properties. Chemical Bank. There is Schellinger said safety of the
approached earlier by mem- Some council members said more than $1 million in an village funds is more impor-
bers from the Barry County it will be difficult to police, account there, but the federal
Tobacco Reduction but said many people will government only insures up
Coalition. Coalition mem­
bers asked the village to con-

<

there’s room for the course 
without interfering with 
other uses.

I'm afraid we're trying to
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baskets. He estimates the 
baskets are $300 each. He proposed uses might work

entrance on Emmons will be 
closed, the concrete removed

lot, traffic and green space.
Of primary concern to 

many Emmons Street resi­
dents had been traffic on 
Emmons. The former library

Call anytime lor 
Sun & News 

classified ads 
269-945-9554

I 
I

TK OM teams have been 
very successful in past years. 
Last year, eight of 11 teams opportunities,

project. It’s a beautiful park 
out there and I never see 
many people using it.”

Council members said 
they would like to visit the

site and see the course.
He said the course mainly 

stays out of the wooded areas 
and uses the prairie grass 
areas on the west side of the

TK Odyssey of Mind 
begins forming teams

The season runs from
November to March with 
one or two practices per OM judging experience, 
week. Cost to join a team is

also continue. Most of the 
discussion at the Sept. 28 
Caledonia Village Planning and grass planted. A fence

Emmons. The main drive­
way will continue to be on 
Church Street; access to the 
site will also be from 239 
Main St.

Fencing on the west side

I

Westens
Carpet 4 flooring

i
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GQTI.com and on Facebook

BARGAIN TWILIGHT
DAILY 4:00-6:00 PM
* excludes Digital 3Dpreliminarily

* marked areas where the disc
golf holes might be located course from Spring Hill to 
in the park and encouraged Wildwood, but said, ideally, 
council members to walk the

269-205-4900
Downtown Hastings 

on State St.

with 854 teams.
After several years of ded- 

from building mechanical ication, Annie Halle has 
devices, load bearing struc­
tures or a creative take on an

Village attorney Mark 
Van Allsburg stated that the 
next item the commission 
needs to take up is the state- 

raised required, five-year review of 
the land-use master plan. 
Sisson said that the plan was 
last reviewed in 2008 and 
that some classifying needed 
to be done.

Because of the 
Thanksgiving holiday Nov. 
22, the next meeting of the 
commission will be

stepped down as OM coordi­
nator for the schools. Janis 
Fitzgerald will be filling that 
vacancy. Fitzgerald comes in 
with both OM coaching and Mike Lytle who doesn’t 

want to overload the natural
To learn more about the park. “We've got nature 

TK Odyssey of the Mind trails, interest from mountain 
program, team availability, bikers for trails, and now 
coaching and volunteering disc golf. I just don't want it property. Because of that, he 

contact to be too much.” doesn't believe the golf
at Wildwood Trails Park is course would interfere with maybe look at as a spring 
or located on Oak Meadow the nature trails or mountain 

bike trails mostly concentrat­
ed in wooded areas.

Knapp said the major cost

Jr

• -■

M ©

could be tracked out to the initial landscaping to be done 
in 2013. The commission 
approved the site plan unani-

■T ves
Wrse in this area would help with the course devel- 
iso attract people. opment.

Knapp preliminarily Knapp said it might also 
be possible to relocate the

vide a work crew to help 
clear the course from brush 

smaller and help with the installa­
tions.

Knapp suggested the vil-

Park only has seven holes 
because of some wetland 
issues limiting space.

“There’s no urgency to do 
this,” said Knapp. “It’s just 
an option I would like the 
village to consider and

[Saturday & Sunday 9 & 10 AM I
RANGO (PG) |

O (s) TAKEN 2 (PG-13) ’

SAT-SUN 12:00, 2:10, 4:50, 7:10, 9:30
MON-TH 4:50, 7:10, 9:30
Q(s)3D FRANKENWEENIE (PG)
$2.50 PREMIUM PER 3D TICKET
DAILY 4:30, 9:10
Q® FRANKENWEENIE (PG)

SAT-SUN 12:10, 2:20, 6:40 MON-TH 6:40
Q3D HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA (PG)

$2.50 PREMIUM PER 3D TICKET
DAILY 4:40, 9:00 ’
O HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA (PG)
SAT-SUN 12:20, 2:30, 6:50 MON-TH 6:50
OLOOPER(R)
SAT-SUN 11:10, 1:45, 4:20, 7:00, 9:40
MON-TH 4:20, 7:00, 9:40

by Fran Faverman 
Staff Writer

Approval of the site plan 
for Buer Well Drilling to use Commission meeting will also be installed facing and will continue to the
the former Caledonia Public focused on fencing, parking Emmons. The main drive- north; some landscaping will
Library property at 240 lot, traffic and green space. way will continue to be on also be included. On the east
Emmons St. as a parking and Of primary concern to Church Street; access to the side of 240 Emmons land­
storage facility means the many Emmons Street resi- site will also be from 239 scaping will continue to the
ongoing process of improve- dents had been traffic on Main St. east side of 239 Main St., the
ment for 239 Main St. will Emmons. The former librarv Fencing on the west side main facility for Buer Well 

Drilling.
The commission agreed table, 

with recommendations from 
village planner Mark Sisson 
and village engineer Paul 
Galdes that the parking lot 
drainage issues should be 
resolved before any perma­
nent surface is applied. Buer 
has proposed the use of 
aggregate over the current 
blacktop, which is in very' 
poor condition. Sisson said

Saturday, October 27, 2012 
From 2PM to 4PM

R
FALL MOVIES

I Goodrich

ZUALITY
TREATERS

005^

to be too much.”
Wildwood Trails Park is

tions to move on to the state Fitztwins@gmail.com or located on Oak Meadow 
visit the TK OM website at Drive off Town Center drive 
tkodysseymind.com. in Rolling Oaks Estates. It is

20 acres of mostly wooded, 
rolling hills although the for the course will be pur­
western portion of the park chasing and installing the park and see what space is

•j contains open natural grassy baskets. He estimates the available and how all the
areas- baskets are $300 each. He proposed uses might work

Bob Knapp proposed the said he may be able to pro- together.
course, saying it could be a 
■k filiation course for play- 
^^He said the 

at Spring Hill Park is 
always busy and he 

a full nine-hole lage could look for grants to

■A

Q No passes

SHOWTIMES 10/6 -10/11

a

■ *

• J?11-
I ■
I

The 2012-13 Thomapple to work together creatively 
Kellogg Odyssey of the solving problems that range 
Mind season is about to 
begin.

A parent
meeting will be held at 6:30 interpretation of problem.
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 16, at the 
TK Middle School, Room 
1616.

Signup forms are available
at all TK schools. All forms $30 per child.
should be submitted to the
TKMS library no later than
Oct. 8.

Odyssey of the Mind is a placed in regional competi- Fitzgerald 
creative problem solving,
team activity for students competition. At the state 
from the age of kindergarten level, two TK teams pro- 
through college. In groups of ceeded to the World compe- 
seven, team members learn tition in Iowa and competed

Caledonia Planning Commission approves Buer site plan
ofthe property which adjoins aggregate can be dusty and for fencing, parking lot, and 
residential property will be ' 
six-foot high vinyl fencing street.

it would be nice to have two 
courses available.

“I see a lot of families 
playing that course at Spring 
Hill so I’m not sure I would 
want to take that away,” 
Knapp observed. “It could 
stay there as more of a begin­
ner course and this one 
would be more advanced and 
feature a full nine holes.”

The course at Spring Hill

Galdes said that 
aggregate could become very 
messy in wet conditions if mously. • 
the underlying soil is clay. 
Both recommended soil bor­
ings to determine the compo­
sition of the underlying soil.
- Commissioners
questions about the time

According to 
timetable distributed by Buer 
at an earlier appearance 
before the commission, that 
plan, which stresses develop­
ment of the site over a five- 
year period, is still in effect.

“It is an unaggressive cuiiimissioii win oe on 
plan,” Buer said. He added Thursday, Nov. 29 at 7 p.m. 
that given current-economic in the village hall at 230 
conditions, he prefers to be Maple St.
conservative. The plan calls •
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Consumers Energy officials 
explain tree trimming process

o

Robin Trocinski was hired as 
preschool coordination at the

5UU

to protect the aquifers and 
the village water supply. 
With acceptance of the grant, 
the village must establish a 
wellhead protection group 
with at least five members. 
Council will work on creat­
ing that group in hopes of

Call anytime for 
Sun & News 

classified ads 
269-945-9554

tions on the property man­
dating no wells be placed in 
the area. Lynch also said 
that, in the past, hazardous 
substances were released 
from an underground storage

j:
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Dekker has spent 39 years 
in the Hudsonville Public 
School system and in ele-
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MUST PRESENT THIS AD.
OFFER EXPIRES 10/13/12.

www.cali-fitness.com or email info@cali-fitness.com

Home of the .
30 Minute Circuit 
k- Workout

Christian. Diane Salinas was 
hired as junior varsity volley 
ball coach.

Other personnel actions

fied by the state.
"We intend to capture
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Caledonia School board hires interim principal for Dutton
by Fran Faverman

Staff Writer

can be reduced and safety
enhanced. *

Consumers Energy works having a first meeting in
with arborists who help October.
determine what actions are • Several budget
best for the trees. He said the adjustments were approved 
company tries to limit trim­
mings so that repeated trim­
mings are not needed year 
after year.

Repeated trimming ends

Superintendent
Rodriguez recommended to 
the board the adoption of financial items 
school improvement plans, a 
state requirement for each 
building in the district. The 
board approved the recom­
mendation.

A second state equirement 
is the adoption of the best 
practices incentive resolu- 

only departure tion, which grants an addi-

at Skinners Belgian Farm 
4649 2nd St., Caledonia

No Gifts Please

more than 60,000 miles of contamination within the 
lines with an estimated 4,600 delineation areas so that a 
miles of lines to be cleared in long term plan can be created 
2012.

Froncheck told council 
members that trees are the

Froncheck with number one cause of power
Energy told outages and that, by respon-

ran

• Council approved 
spending up to $3,000 for a 
village hall sound system. 
The system will include

Hydrogeology removed and the site moni­
tored for years. Lynch said 
groundwater contamination 
remains present at levels that 
do not allow' unrestricted use

I
I

OFF 
Your next 

$25.00 purchase

fill 

w

security desk.
The next regularly sched­

uled meeting of the board 
will be on Tuesday, Oct. 23 

Hogarth, Caledonia at 7 p.m. at the Paris Ridge 
Elementary School. Alice Elementary School, 4690

Seif was hired as an inter­
ventionist at Dutton

9175 Cherry Valley 
Suite K

Located neit to Monterey Gnlte

from Mike Wilson 
Duncan Lake Middle School 
7th grade boys basketball 
coach, Cindy Viveen, 
Duncan Lake special educa­
tion teacher, Yvette Hauser. 
Duncan Lake Middle 
School, 
and

JK__ 
j i kt d
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in the classroom and 17 
years as principal of Alward 

School, 
knows According to his resume,

Dekker’s
from elementary education tional $52 per pupil to dis­

tricts complying with seven 
ming at the middle and high of eight best practices speci-
school level in Hudsonville, 
in recommending the

the manager’s table.
• A wellhead protec­

tion grant was accepted with 
the village agreeing to half 
the cost at $3,250 and the 
state grant paying for the 
other half. The grant is 
through the

Lake 
professionals were Laura School, paraprofessional. 
Price and Patrick Snyder, and Laura Kilmartin, 
Duncan Lake Middle Caledonia High School, 
School; Leilanie Van Laar.

•1 •<

J X OWNED 4 OPERATED BY TRENT AND JENI RUMMELT

BACK TO SCHOOL FITNESS

year.
partnership has worked so
well for several years that he Haagsma at Legacy 

the supports extending the Christian from orchestra to 
band and orchestra.

years. The recommendation Resignations were accepted 
was approved by the board. from Mike Wilson as 

Eight other hires

-■ 

&

of the property.
“Pubic health will be pro­

tected by preventing the use 
of groundwater for inges­
tion." he said.

The village already has
Lynch of tank system. Soil has been regulations prohibiting any 

new wells in the village lim­
its. Once the site is officially 
closed, the village will 
receive $10,000 in compen­
sation from Crystal Flash.

4^

other important 
are the supports extending 

refunding of tw o district length of the contract to tw o 
bond issues. According to 
Sam Wright, the district 
financial manager, refunding mgni otner nires were 
the two bond issues over the approved by the board,
life of the bonds will save the 
district over$1.6 million.
Most of the savings will early childhood center at
come from refunding the Duncan Lake. Hired as para­
school bond loan fund issue, 
whose terms are set by the 
state treasurer. The refund­
ing w ill provide a fixed inter­
est rate and according to Dutton Elementary School; 
him, will prevent the treas- Susan Harrell, Kettle Lake 
ury from imposing a high tax Elementary’ School, and Josh 
rate during the life of the 
bond. Both recommenda­
tions were approved.

The final item on the

every piece of funding we agenda w as the approval of a 
can,” Rodriguez told the two-year contract with the 
board of the approximate YMCA for child care. Past

'Si.

>®8.
C

w
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ENROLLMENT

I'm not happy

interim principal of Dutton appointment, Kingsbury’ said 
Elementary' Monday, Oct. 1 that a search for a permanent
and will serve through the principal to be on board in
remainder of the school year. September of 2013 will $221,000 in funding that contracts have been for one
He received his bachelor’s begin soon. could come the district's year. Rodriguez said the approved by the board
(1972) and masters (1978) Superintendent Randy way. partnership has worked so included a transfer for David

Western Rodriguez recommended to Two

git A to *
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By Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

Consumers Energy will be 
trimming trees in the village lower peninsula. There are identify potential sources of 
of Middleville and there will 
be some noticeable changes, 
but company officials said 
the changes are necessary to 
ensure safe and reliable elec­
tric service.

Don
Consumers 
council members Tuesday sibly trimming trees; outages 
there are about 150 trees in 
the village that will be affect­
ed - some more than others. 
There will also be several in 
the township.

Council member Sue 
Reyff expressed her dissatis­
faction with the company.

I feel like our village has 
been massacred of our trees, 
said Reyff. 
and it doesn't leave a good up damaging the tree more,''
taste in our mouths. We said Froncheck.
allowed your subcontractors 
to park in our park and then 
they massacred our trees. I'm 
not happy at all.”

Froncheck assured council
members the goal is to make Sept. 25 council meeting: 
contact with property owners 
so there are no surprises 
when the trimmings happen.

“We try to make contact
and we try to talk directly microphones for each of the 
with the property owners that council member seats, the 
will be affected," Froncheck guest speaker podium and 
said.

He also assured council 
members that tree trimming 
is not done on a whim, but 
taken seriously and only in 
areas where it is needed to 
preserve the safety and relia­
bility of the lines.

for the 2012 general fund 
budget. Village manager 
Rebecca Fleury, in her writ­
ten report, said the budget is 
in good shape and that there 
are some adjustments needed 

said Froncheck. mostly because of the bond-
“Aesthetically, you're right, ing and bonding projects, 
it doesn't look the same once 
we've cut the trees. But it is
necessary." HH IM

In other matters at the

OFF 
Your next 

$5.00 purchase 
thru October

On the recommendation 
of its new assistant superin­
tendent Darrell Kingsbury, 
the Caledonia Community degrees
Schools District Board of Michigan University.
Education, at its meeting on 
Tuesday, Sept. 25, hired Jay 
Dekker as the interim princi­
pal of Dutton Elementary mentary education, 22 years 
School.

Kingsbury, who was pro­
moted to his present position Elementary 
last summer,
Dekker’s new position well - 
- Kingsbury served as princi­
pal at Dutton Elementary came as a coach for swim- 
until accepting his present 
assignment.

Dekker began servin

lage. They will be from 5 to 
8 p.m. Oct. 31.

• Council will consider, at 
its Oct. 9 village council 
meeting, closure of the 
Crystal Flash monitoring 
site. Mick 
American
Corp, said he’s been working 
w ith the site since 1990.

“It’s very difficult to get 
closure on these sites." said 
Lynch. “It's never easy to 
get from a contamination site 
to a closure.”

Lynch said if the site is 
closed there will be restric-

Consumers Energy deliv- Department of
ers electricity to L8 million Environmental Quality. The 
homes and businesses in the grant will help the village
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