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In This Issue...

Despite wind gusts grass 
fire limited to five acres

Caledonia FFA member 

named state runner-up

Firefighters finish putting out a grass fire in Thornapple Township. (Photo courtesy 
of Lani Forbes)

Caledonia FFA Vice President Alexandria Schut was 
named the state runner-up individual in the Michigan 
FFA Livestock Judging Contest at Michigan State 
University July 13. The contest was part of the Michigan

□

J

I

• Some Irving voters receive new 
voter identification cards

• Sign ordinance and utility changes 
discussed inCaledonia

• Caledonia Planning Commission

year

but received copies of it for 
their records.

a 
O’

main project with anticipa­
tion that the work can begin 
in September. The project is 
funded through bond pro­
ceeds.

ance for all funds in the 
amount of $423,000 over the 
next three years.

Fleury also told the coun­
cil members that total expen­
ditures for the second quarter 
are down by

iV
toew

V 3fll
.?JOl

ly maintained.
“We try to be friendly and 

the lot benefiting the adjacent we try to work with people.
said Pullen. “We want peo­
ple to come to Middleville

specifically the lot adjacent they want to make sure the 
to Faro’s Pizza. Council village is covered for liability 

if the lots are being used and 
going to be used publicly, that the lots are being proper- 
then it should be improved.

JoM
1 3g£2 
□nuo" 
01 yil 
liw or I

Q

1

from Alto, Natural Resources personnel 
Freeport and from Plainwell brought in a 

bulldozer, truck and other 
equipment to put in trench 

Michigan Department of lines.

1

Council members assure 
the village is open to public

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer to Faro's Pizza. Council

Village officials said they members said if the lot is 
want to clarify any misunder­
standings about parking in 
the village and use of village Discussion also focused on 
lots.

Middleville is friendly business and whether or not 
and we want people to come 
downtown and we want peo­
ple to be able to use our park­
ing lots,” said council 
President Charlie Pullen 
Tuesday in response to a 
recent letter to the editor pub­
lished in the Sun and News.

The council at an earlier 
meeting discussed the issue 
of village-owned lots being private parking, 
used for public parking.

W 
^053

by
County officials and attor­
neys. She said the county is 
prepared to sell the property.

Council members dis­
cussed purchasing the prop­
erty and then possibly
reselling it to the adjacent comment on Klinge's letter, 
neighbor, Chemical Bank, 
for expanded drive-through

1009'1 
wi?.il
rr

17 tO
bosu

The village cash flow is 
improving and helping move 
the village away from a 
deficit position, according to 
village manager Rebecca are down by more than
Fleury who gave a second $200,000 compared to the
quarter budget report same time a year ago.
Tuesday to village council 
members.

Fleury told council mem­
bers that it's important to 
continue to maintain tight 
fiscal controls including 
monitoring spending regular­
ly, reviewing monthly budg­
et reports, and continuing to 
be financially responsible.

Fleury said she’s work­
ing hard to maintain a 14 per­
cent fund balance for the 
general fund in the amount 
of $140,0000 and work 
toward a 14 percent fund bal-

Village Manager Rebecca banking services or keeping 
Fleury said the property situ- the land for village use as a 
ation has been thoroughly gatewaytothecommunity.lt 

Barry could be a location for a vet­
erans memorial or other 
unique feature for the com­
munity.

Back taxes and fees due 
on the property are $12,207.

Council members did not

budgetCT'
it should be sold or leased to 
the business and adjacent and we want them to be able 
residents who regularly use 
the lot.

Council members dis­
cussed the possibility of sell­
ing or leasing the lot for pri­
vate use. They also noted but we have to be responsi-
there are several other city- ble,” said Lutz. “If it’s going
owned lots being used for to be used, it needs to be 

improved like everyone 
else’s.”

J

Property owner warns village 
against buying land at tax sale

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

Robert Klinge sent a mes­
sage to Middleville Village investigated 
Council members this week:
Try to buy his property and 
he will sue the village and 
each individual member of 
the council.

Klinge is the former 
owner of Bob’s Engine 
Hospital at 307 Arlington.

Village council members 
have expressed interest in 
purchasing the property from 
the county through a tax fore­
closure sale. The village is 
able to purchase the property 
for the amount of back taxes 
owed and can do so before the 
site goes to public auction.

But Klinge told council 
members they had better take 
a step back.

“This shall serve as fair 
and constructive notice and 
caveat to each of you of the 
following conditions related 
to the subject property,” 
Klinge wrote in his letter.

He said the land is protect­
ed by a federal land grant and 
that there is a common-law 
lien of $1.25 million on the 
property. He also claims a 
judgment entered Feb. 6 is 
null and void and is currently 
under review by the 
Michigan Court of Appeals.

“Each one of you will be 
held jointly and severally 
liable in your private capaci­
ties for restitution and any 
and all damages related to 
your purchase. All those 
involved may be subject to 
federal, criminal charges

r b 
rvciL 
» &lq

Village cash flow 
continues to improve

by Julie Makarewicz ance for all funds in the lage hall sound system with 
Staff Writer amount of $423,000 over the Mike Endsley. The lowest

bid received from outside 
vendors was nearly $10,000. 
Endsley believes through 
Internet pricing, the system 
can be achieved for about 
$3,000. He will provide the 
installation, in cooperation 
with department of public 
works employees, at now 
cost to the village.

• Bruce Visser reportedly 
agreed to pay half the cost of 
the installation of a street 
light at the intersection of M­
37 and Town Center Drive. 
Half of the cost is $575.

• Bids are going out for

to park.
Council member Joyce 

Lutz agreed.
“It’s not that we don't 

want people to use the lots
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“Overall we are spending 
at an adequate rate for our 
adopted budget, with 36 per­
cent spent at the end of the 
second quarter for all funds, 
she said in her report.

In other business:
• Fleury told council

members the outdoor warn­
ing system should be
installed before the end of the Cardinal Court water 
the month. There is still 
some discussion and debate 
about the best placement for 
that system.

• Staff is working on a vil-

Fire broke out on state- response
owned property along Harris Caledonia, 
Creek Road between 108th Hastings, it would have been 
Street and Parmalee Road in much larger.” 
Irving Township around 3:30 
p.m. Tuesday, July 17. 
Approximately five acres 
were burned.

The temperature hit 100 
degrees during the afternoon, 
with wind gusts up to 20 
miles per hour. More than 30 
firefighters responded to the 
call, and a rehab station was 
set up for overheated fire­
fighters.

It appears that fireworks
were the cause of the fire.
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