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An irrigation system in northern Barry County near Middleville works overtime to
give corn welcome relief from the heat and drought conditions.

1 |Village approves issuance o

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

Street improvements,
upgrades to Calvin Hill Park,
utility work and a new LED
sign promoting downtown
Middleville are just some of
the projects that will be
undertaken with the first
issuance of capital improve-
ment bonds as approved by
the village council Tuesday.

The $700,000 first phase
of the $1.1 million bonds
will be issued now with the
second series in 2013.

Many of the first-phase
projects may be completed
this construction season and
work will begin as soon as
possible in many cases. One
of the first projects may be
helping the Downtown

Development Authority pur-
chase an LED sign.

The DDA has property at
the northeast and southeast
corners of Main Street and
M-37 and wants to use those
properties to help attract
more visitors to the down-
town district. It hopes an
LED sign will be both deco-
rative and functional to pro-
mote activities and events.

Eventually, the DDA
hopes to also provide land-
scaping on the site that will
beautify the area as well and
make it a welcoming corner
to the village.

Doreen Dill,
Dill’s German American
Restaurant in the downtown
area said she’s very pleased
to learn the sign is going to

owner of

be. purchased.

“As a business owner, it’s
imperative that we have
some type of signage to pro-
mote the area and bring more
people downtown,” she said.

Council member Joyce
Lutz expressed concern at
last week’s committee of the
whole  meeting  about
whether an LED sign was
best way to beautify the area.
She was told the DDA has
looked at options and deter-
mined the sign is what they
want to add first to the site.

Street projects are a major
part of the bonds. The vil-
lage council approved
$300,000 in street improve-
ments. The main project will
be reconstruction of Bender

Road from the Green Lake

AL t
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137th year

Farmers are busy harvesting wheat near Middleville.

capital improvement bonds

Road intersection south to
the village limits. Estimated

cost is $280,549.

Lutz said there are sever-
al roads that need major
improvements  including

“As a business owner, it's imperative that we
have some type of signage to promote the area
and bring more people downtown.”

Doreen Dill, owner of

Dill's German American Restaurant

In addition, the village
will use nearly $20,000 for
resealing streets in parts of
Bryanwood and Misty Ridge
estates.

Lutz again expressed her
concern that not enough
funds are being spent on
roads.

“In my opinion, our pri-
orities are wrong,” she said.

Green Lake Road. She and
council member Sue Reyff
voted against the bond pro-
posal and projects.

Other projects approved
for the first series of bond
funds include:

e $60.00 for the lift station
pumps

° $96.558 for  the
Cardinal Court water main

Village accepts land donation adjacent

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

The Middleville village
council accepted a two-acre
donation of land adjacent to
Spring Park contingent upon
a successful title search.

The property is currently
owned by the Charles Clark
family and it has been 1n his
family for several years. The
Clarks do not live near
Middleville and told council
members by letter that they
want to donate the land and
have it become part of the
park.

Council members said the
additional land may provide
more room for disc golf
holes. They accepted the
donation at their Tuesday
meeting and will pay about

$1,000 in closing costs and
other fees, the same as
they’ve done with past land
donations.

In other business:

e The council approved
seeking proposals for audit-
ing and legal services for the
village.

e Council members
appointed Dorothy Corson
and Allison Leroy to the zon-
ing board of appeals.

. Village Manager
Rebecca Fleury said several
code infraction citations
have been issued recently
and that people are starting
to understand the village
ordinance requirements. She
said officials are getting a lot
of cooperation from resi-
dents, and village ofticials

are working with residents to
educate them on regulations.
Fleury reported the out-
door warning siren should be
installed by early August.
She also told council
members she’s received sev-
eral compliments about the
new stamped and colored
concrete on Main Street
replacing the bricks at the
High Street intersection.
“People are saying 1it's
really smooth, that it looks
g00d, and they like the color
and how it looks like brick,”
she said.
 Department of Public
Works superintendent Duane
Weeks said workers are
focusing on watering trees
and other vegetation rather
than mowing in this dry

weather. He told council
members he doesn’t see any
issue with water availability
for the village, even with
heavy watering by many res-
idents and businesses.

“We’ve never had an i1ssue
and [have| always been able
to supply enough water. I
don’t see it being an issue
right now,” he said.

e Sheriff’s Deputy Sgt.
Tony Stein asked the council
to discuss the use of fire-
works in the village. He
reminded them that any ordi-
nance by the village cannot
supersede state law and can-
not ban fireworks on July
34, or 5. But he said
deputies have taken several
complaints about fireworks
since the holiday. He said 1t

might be good for the coun-
cil to at least have a discus-

S10M.
“I’m hoping it wears off

- Caledonia village ¢
land division

» TK hires teachers,
several internal sta

project to increase the size of
the main

e $145,627 for utility
work in North block includ-
Ing new water mains, sewer
mains and asphalt.

e $25,000 for sidewalk
improvements and installa-
tions

» $25,000 for improve-
ments at Calvin Hill Park
including replacement of a
basketball court, small pavil-
ion addition,  parking
improvements and new pic-
nic tables. This would also
match the $20,000 1n
improvements done recently
to the skate park by the
Sk8Park Project commuttee.

e $24 850 for the bond

1ssuance costs.

to park

and it’s just a novelty thing,
but we are having several
complaints,” he said.

ouncil approves

approves
ff changes

 Robotics camp challenges
elementary students

» Upgrades plannead

at

Mt. Hope Cemetery
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