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137th year

Security deposits for park rentals to increase

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

Security deposits for
reservations of Spring and
Stagecoach  parks  will
increase to make certain that
repair costs can be covered,
If needed.

[f renters return the park in
good shape, they receive a
full refund of the security
deposit. However, if keys are

not returned or there 1s dam-
age, a portion or all of the
security deposit will be
retained.

Village clerk Elaine
Denton told council mem-
bers Tuesday that recently
there have been instances
where the security deposit
has not been enough to cover
the full amounts for repairs.

The security deposit at

Stagecoach park i1s currently
$50 and the deposit at Spring
Park is $25. Council mem-
bers agreed to increase the
security deposit for each of
the parks to $100.

The Spring Park picnic
shelter can be reserved by
village residents for $50 and
a non-village resident for
$75. Registered non-profit
eroups may rent the park for

Village receives clean
audit report for 2011

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer

The village of Middleville
received a clean audit report
for 2011 at its Tuesday
meeting but was also told by
it auditors that it needs to
continue working on a
deficit reduction plan.

Dan  Veldhuizen  of
Siegfried Crandall, told
council members that the
audit report is an opinion of
the general financial state-
ments of the village.

“You are in a better posi-
tion now than you've been in
the last few years,” said
Veldhuizen, whose company
has worked with the village
for at least the last 12 years.

Veldhuizen said that, in
the past 12 years, the audit
report has not always been
so clean and often contained
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‘Hare’s’ to

The children's garden at Caledoni
scene for the dedication of a sculpture in memory 0
here is the unveiling of the sculpture, the Hare, |

many comments about
accounting practices.

There was only one area
of weakness noted in the
2011 report and Veldhuizen
said that nearly every munic-
ipality receives the same
note of area of weakness.

The weakness refers to
having someone available on
staff to prepare detailed
accounting financial state-
ments.. Veldhuizen said it’s
simply too costly for most
municipalities to have such a
professional on staff and 1s
somewhat of an unrealistic

expectation. He. said he has

to note it as a matter of

record, but that it’s not
something that should con-
cern village officials.
Veldhuizen said the major
funds continue to show
improvements, but the vil-
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f the late Bill Harrison. Pictured
n the children’s garden at the

lage needs to continue moni-
toring and working on the
deficit reduction plan and
monitoring expenses.

For the general fund, the
village ended the year with a
positive balance of $43,200 -
an improvement from the
deficit at the beginning of
the year of $151,865.

The major street fund
continues to be in deficit but
has reduced the deficit from
$670,349 to $462,209 by the
end of the year. And the
local street fund increased 1ts
balance from $13,238 to
$21,133.

Overall, the total govern-
mental funds started the year
with a deficit of $808,976
and ended with a deficit
reduction of $397,856 over-
all.
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Caledonia Public Library was attended by (from left) Jake Harrison, grandson of Billl
Harrison, and his uncle, Brad Harrison. See more on page 3.

$35. All will also pay the
new $100 security fee and
will have that security
deposit returned if the park 1s
left in good condition.

Stagecoach Park rents for
$150 for residents and $250
for non-residents. Non-prof-
it groups can rent the park
for $50. Each group also
pays the $100 security
deposit.

Village council member
Shannon Endsley voted
against the increase while all
other council members voted
in favor of it.

In other matters before
the village council:

. Rules and proce-
dures of the council were

approved to accurately
reflect the use of the month-
ly committee of the whole
meeting in addition to the
council meetings.

Council member Joyce
Lutz said she wanted to
revise rules so that if the
council held a public hear-
ing, no decision would be
made by council the same
night as the public hearing.
She said it would show peo-
ple that council members are
listening to concerns and
digesting what 1s said.

Other council members
said 1t’s not necessary to
make 1t a mandate and that
the council already often
does delay action. But they

sald there are times when a
decision 1s necessary the
same night and they didn’t
want to tie their hands with a
regulation.

. Village  manager
Rebecca Fleury said she met
with Gene Benting, owner of
Tender Loving Car Wash
about concerns of water
costs. She told council
members that he may seek
permission to establish a pri-
vate well for his business.
She reminded council mem-
bers that has not been
allowed 1n the past.

. Fleury reported the
number of delinquent utility

See PARKS, page 3

Kathy Jackson named
Caledonia’s Hometown Hero

by Fran Faverman
Staff Writer

Kathy Jackson may have
had the misfortune to have
been born elsewhere but, by
every other measure applica-
ble, Caledonia is her home-
town.

Jackson’s opportunity to
live in Caledonia, where she
had spent much time with her
orandparents and cousins,
came when her husband,
Robert Jackson, DVM, was
offered a job at the South
Kent Veterinary Hospital 1n
1980.

"Caledonia always felt like
home," she said. Their chil-
dren, Andrew, who 1s 1n
Madison, Wisconsin, and
Kelley, who is in St. Louis,
Missouri, went to the
Caledonia schools and she
began her long involvement
with community activities
with the schools. Jackson said
she had made the choice not
to work because she felt, with
her spouse's long hours, it
would not be good for the
family.

Participating in PTOs at
elementary and middle school
and mentoring middle school
students became her avenue
as she put it, to get out of the
house. For years, Jackson
worked the concession stands
at her children's athletic
events. She helped the athlet-
ics booster club raise funds
and organized a Caledonia
Hall of Fame for athletes.

Jackson is fond of win-win
situations like the Caledonia
Education Foundation. She
has served two terms as pres-
ident of the foundation and
helped raise $700,000 as an
endowment to support 1ts
activities. The foundation, In
her view, 1S a way to connect

the community to the schools,
not just those members of the
community who have chil-
dren in the schools. It 1s also
the vehicle to allow teachers
who have ideas to take them
and run with them, especially
when there is not enough
money to finance ideas out-
side the usual curriculum.

The Foundationfest, the
annual fund-raising picnic at
Homecoming, which honors
a graduate of Caledonia High
School, is very important to
Jackson.

"It gives students an
opportunity to see that people
who walked the same hall-
ways and took the same
courses, and went and did
something great," she said.

Perhaps the biggest project
to date for Jackson has been
the New Caledonia Public
Library. She and husband
Bob were co-chairs of the
Capital Campaign that raised
nearly a million in cash and
pledges in private funds for
the facility. Then came the
millage campaign chaired by
the late Ellen Wilder, and
finally membership on the
design committee for the new

building.

Right now, her current
interest is serving on the
board of the Spartan Y 1n
Byron Center. Her aim 1s to
eventually see a full-fledged
Y facility in Caledonia.
"We've started small with

school district,” said
Jackson. “We offer before
and after-school childcare
programs. We want to start a
family fitness center with
activities and classes for tam-
ilies and senior citizens."

"It gets me out of the
house," she said laughing.
"I've met a lot of wondertul
people and made lifelong
friends and I am a better per-
son for it. I'm a lucky per-
son.

"I belong to a book club
and I'm a reader," she said of
time she spends when not
being a community activist.
"We like to travel. We just
got back from a trip to Costa
Rica. We have a golfing trip
to Ireland planned and Bob is
going to climb Mt. Kenya in
Africa. We also have a place
up north and we do a lot of
lying around.”
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- Bricks replaced with concrete

- Village council votes to control
mute swan population

» Library information coming
to Yankee Springs residents

» Students discover “Seven Wonders”
» New fitness track paves way

for exercise at Lee
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by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer
Fourth grade students at

Page Elementary explorgd.their
coMﬂgﬂnﬁlﬁltbeﬁwn

m Jggg_i.cr&e‘ of
MiddIEville.”

[t started out as an end-of-
the-year class writing assign-
ment, but teacher Sarah Keizer
said 1t grew into so much more.

It really turned into a great
exercise, Said Keizer. “I was
so excited by the time we got it
done. It was a really cool thing

they were able to do and some-
thing | think they’ll each

remember for a long time.”
Keizer said she wanted her
students to write about some-
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415 2nd Stree_t, Middleville ®

thing that would be “real” to
them. She admits the idea of
finding the wonders of
Middleville came from another
book called the “The Seven
Wonders of Sassafras Springs,”
by Betty Birney. That story is
about a boy who reads his own
book about the seven wonders
of the world and how he wanted
his own town of Sassafras
Springs to have great wonders
as well. He eventually went on
a mission to find the seven
wonders of his community.
Keizer said it was a perfect
assignment for her class. To
start, Keizer's class read the
book then sought input from
the community, students and

BRUCE'S FRAME
& ALIGNMENT

Bruce Bender

(269) 795-9596

staff about special places in
Middleville.

“We had a lot of ideas,” said
Keizer. “We made this huge
spreadsheet and started elimi-
nating and narrowing our
options. Eventually we voted
and got to our own seven won-
ders.”

Making the final list for the
Seven Wonders of Middleville
were Bradford White, Phil’s
Pizzeria, Otto’s Turkey Farm,
Crane Road ball diamonds, the
Wenger farm, Paul Henry Trail,
and the historic Erb house.

"It was more of a fun assign-
ment than just another writing
assignment,” said fourth grader
Charlie VanDemark who visit-
ed the Crane ball fields. “I did-
n't know the ball fields were on
top of an old dump. And I did-
n't know there has been a lot of

vandalism at the park before. It -

was kind of neat to find out.”

“There are a lot of really cool
things and places in Middleville
and this whole assignment just
kind of opened our eyes to
everything around us,” said
Keizer.

The groups spent a day col-
lecting information on site and
talking with representatives of
each “wonder.” Another full
day was spent sorting through

LESOBLO0

information, writing and edit-
Ing.

The Seven Wonders of
Middleville (according to Sarah
Keizer's fourth grade class) and
excerpts from their booklet
include:

. Bradford White writ-
ten by Keeley Satterfield, Davis
Mulder, Samy Barton, and
Samantha Wolf. “What Barry
County company makes 49,000
water heaters a week, 7,00 1n a
day and 1.6 million in a year?”
That's the lead for the Bradford
White piece where students
learned about the leading manu-
facturing company and the his-
tory of how it all started. They
talked with Dorothy Corson, a
Bradford White employee since
1942 and learned that Bradford
White is one of only three water
heater manufacturers in the
United States and the only one

entirely located within the
United States.

o Phil’s Pizzeria written
by Anyssa Belles, Brady
Moore, Macain Simmons and
Alden Hannapel. Students
wrote that owner Ross

Sclatonte was born in Italy, but
moved to the United States to
find work. He opened Phil’s in
1980 and only recently sold the
business. All his employees
were family members and he
never had to make a work
schedule.

e Tom Otto Turkey
Farm written by Zane Walters.
Julia Curtis, Logan Wilkins and
Kierra Mulder. Students
learned the farm has been in
operation since 1846, raising

Students discover “Seven Wonders of Middieville”
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Bradford White

Students get a closer look at some of the equipment
at the Wenger family farm

turkeys and offering a variety of
turkey products. A Scottish
immigrant named Charles
McQueen bought the farm orig-
inally, then gave 160 acres to
each of his three daughters.
One daughter, Kittie, married
John Otto and they continued
farming the land.

. Crane Road ball
fields written by Charlie
VanDemark, Colton Ward,
Dawson Hamming, Bennett
Halle. The ball fields were cre-
ated n the 1990s after the land
was used as a dump for several
years. “Changing a city dump
to ball diamonds is a field of
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dreams for our small town of
Middleville,” students wrote.

g Wenger farm written
by Emma Chapman, Anna
Miller, Grace Densham, Clair
Jansma and Cole Raphael.
Students learned the farm has
been in business for 106 years,
built in 1905 and 1906. The
farm spans acreage from Green
Lake to Adams roads. Students
interviewed Phil Wenger who
describes farming as a
“lifestyle.” “When we asked
him how to become a farmer he
said, ‘It gets in your blood,™
the class wrote.

¢ Paul Henry
T'rail/Thornapple River written
by Sierah Adams, Jossie Lasch,
Owen Woods and Braden
Stickney. Students learned how
the trall was once a railroad
track and is now a very popular
trail for walkers, bicyclists and
others. The trail was created in
1998 with the Middleville por-
tion being five miles long --
four miles of paved trail and
one mile of unpaved. There are
eight miles of the trail in the
county and the goal is to contin-
ue creating and connecting the
trail. “When we visited the trail,
we loved how there were spe-
cial places that people can stop
to enjoy the view, fish and
canoe the river,” wrote the stu-
dents.

e The Erb House writ-
ten by Dalton Bailey, Presley
Snyder, Megan Leonard, and
Daisy Nowinsky. According to
the student information, the
home was built in 1864 by a
man named Keeler Brass. It has
three floors, two stained glass
windows, two stairwells, and an
old style water heater and push
button lights. The Erbs pur-
chased the home about 21 years

ago.
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