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Hometown Hero named by board

by Fran Faverman
Staff Writer

In recognition of her
efforts on the capital cam-
paign that raised very close
to a million dollars in private
funds for the new Caledonia
library, for her work on the
millage drive which passed
overwhelmingly, and for her
participation in the design
phase of the library, the
Caledonia Township Board
of Trustees named Cathy
Jackson Hometown Hero for
2012 at its meeting this past
Wednesday evening.

Supervisor Bryan
Harrison, who made the rec-
ommendation, pointed out
that Jackson also participates

In mentoring programs at
Caledonia High School.

As a Hometown Hero,
Jackson, will be the grand
marshal of the June 30
parade marking the celebra-
tion of Independence Day
and will be joined by her
husband. Robert Jackson,
DVM, who practices veteri-
nary medicine in Caledonia.

In other formal board
action, the trustees approved
a rezoning of approximately
60 acres bounded by
Patterson Avenue on the
west and 68th Street on the
north from highway com-
mercial to light industrial.

The property had been
rezoned from LI to HC some
years ago when 1t was

thought there would be sig-
nificant commercial activity
in the area because of 1ts
proximity to M-6. However,
those prospects did not
develop and a market now
exists for sites suited to light
industrial activity, a use that
i1s compatible with other
businesses in the area. The
board approved the recom-
mendation from the Planning
Commission to rezone the
property, 5-0.

Treasurer Richard
Robertson, substituting for
Clerk Jennifer Christian who
iIs on vacation, introduced
the Federal Emergency
Management Agency plan
for mitigation in the event of
a disaster. The agency

Yankee Springs supervisor
opts for retirement

by Fran Faverman
Staff Writer

The rumored retirement of
Al McCrumb, Yankee
Springs Township supervisor
for the past 12 years, and the
resulting creation of an open
slot led to four persons filing
for the post by the 4 p.m.
deadline on May 15.

"A lot of people don't real-
ize what local government
does," said McCrumb as he
looked back on the job. It
takes more time than people
realize, 1 was in the office
from  Monday-Thursday.
Maybe I didn't have to be but
the people elected me and |
owed it to them to be there.”

Asked how got into local
government, McCrumb said
that when he was on the
Zoning Board of Appeals, he
found it to be very interest-
ing. The supervisor at the
time, George London was
retiring and he approached
McCrumb about running.

"He talked me into it,
said McCrumb. It is the only
elective office he has ever
held.

Of the highlights from his
experience as Supervisor,
McCrumb said the largest
projects during his time in
office were the building of
the water tower to serve the
Act 307 water system that
was required when wells
were contaminated by the
illegal Misak landfill, the
addition of an arsenic filtra-
tion system to comply with
new federal rules regarding
the amount of arsenic
allowed in public water sys-
tems, and the development of
the Yankee Springs
Township Park.

"Parks are expensive and

n

they're never completely
developed,” McCrumb
pointed out, referring to the
Yankee Springs Township
Park as his favorite project.

"The land was donated to
us with the requirement that
a park be built within five
years or the land would
revert to the donor,” recalled
McCrumb. “When | took
office, we were In year three
of the five."

One project McCrumb
will not see finished 1s the

proposed renovations to the
town hall. However, he
expects the installation of an
American with Disabilities
Act-compliant bathroom in
the township hall and the
expansion of its parking lot -
- as well as the lot at the
Payne Lake Road fire station
-- to be finished in time to
relieve a potentially danger-
ous parking situation during
the November presidential
election.

TK superin tendent
says good-bye

Gary and Sandy Rider say good bye to the TK family

with Gary's retirement as superin

leaves after serving six years. See story on page 9.

requires units of government
to have such plans on file.
While adoption of the
plan from the Kent County
Board of Commissioners is
essentially a  formality
required to make the county
eligible for aid in the event
of a disaster, a general lack
of familiarity led the board to
decide to table action on the
plan until Fire Chief Brnan
Bennett and Christian were

tendent of schools. He

available.

During the final public
comment period, Scott
Cavener. who lives on 92nd
Street, rose to ask if the same
site will be used for the
Independence Day fireworks
this year. Upon being
assured that it would be the

same site, Cavener reminded
the board that residents were
not notified about the fire-
works last year and he hoped
they would be notified this
year. He also noted that
debris from the fireworks
was not cleaned up promptly
by the township, but rather
by the residents. Harrison
assured him that his concerns
would be handled appropri-
ately this year.

Robertson, in the final
board comment period,
observed that while doing
some weeding at the library
he had been approached by
someone who was distressed
to discover that the library 18
not open on Fridays. He
observed this is not the first

time he has heard comments
about the Friday closure and
the unpredictability of hours
of operation.

Robertson’s comments
sparked a response from
Trustee Greg Zoller that
Caledonia is actually subsi-
dizing other libraries in the
system that serve a smaller
population but have more
hours of operation. Harrison
observed that the topic will

be taken up again with direc-
tor Lance Warner.

The next regularly sched-
uled meeting of the board
will be on Wednesday, June
20 at 7 p.m. in the township
hall at 8196 Broadmoor

Avenue.

Middleville Planning Commission
to take up chickens debate

by Julie Makarewicz
staff writer

Would-be chicken raisers
will have to wait a little
longer before they’ll know 1f
their flocks can take roost
within the Middleville vil-
lage limaits.

The village council sent
the issue to the planning
commission for further study
and review. The next plan-
ning commission meeting 1s
July 3.

Stacey and Ruben Campos
requested the village consid-
er amending zoning ordi-
nances to allow chickens 1n
backyards of at least some
residential lots in the village.

Stacey Campos told coun-
cil members she wants to be
able to have her own fresh
eggs and doesn’t believe
having chickens will be a
detriment to neighbors.

She and her husband pro-
posed several conditions that
could be imposed including
restrictions on the number of
chickens allowed and dis-
tance from neighbors.

“Chickens do not take up a
lot of space, and you will
hardly know they are
around,” said Campos at the
Tuesday committee of the
whole meeting.

She reminded the council
that chickens are allowed in
big cities like Traverse City
and even in New York City
In certain areas.

“Across the street, my
neighbor has horses and pigs,
but I can’t have a few chick-
ens,” she said.

Current village zoning
ordinances do not allow live-
stock unless the property 1s
in an agricultural zone.

Catherine Getty, zoning
administrator for the village,

said in her review that
Thormapple Township allows
chickens on lots in residen-
tial zoning districts that have
an area of at least 20,000
square feet. The City of
Hastings, she reported, also
allows chickens in lots of at
least 15,000 square feet.

The Campos live 1n
Bryanwood Estates and their
lot is zoned for residential
use.

Stacey Campos said she
has talked to many of her
neighbors and said she's
gaining much support.

Council member Ed
Schellinger said he has
received just the opposite
opinions from polling his
neighborhood.

“Overwhelming, the
majority of people I spoke
with said absolutely not.
They did not want chickens
in the village,” he said.

Schellinger said he’s also
concerned that if chickens
are allowed, the village may
be setting a precedent and 1n
the future be asked to expand
to allow ducks, geese and
even small goats.

“If we say yes to chickens,
where does it stop?” he

asked.

In other matters before the
committee of the whole:

e The committee will rec-
ommend the council approve
a contract with Williams &
Works to update the village
master plan at a cost of
$1.600. Council will consid-
er the proposal at its June 12
meeting.

» Heard
questions
Benting, owner of Tender
Loving Car Wash. Benting
recently purchased the busi-
ness and said he has con-
cerns and questions about
where his tax dollars go,
what he gets for the money
paid, and why his water bill
increases so drastically.
Village Manger Rebecca
Fleury will set up a meting
with Benting to explain and
review the 1ssues.

« Committee will recom-
mend to council at its June
|2 meeting approve a request
for proposals for a single
waste hauler contract within
the village. The current con-
tact expires Dec. 31, 2012,
The village has 750 residen-
tial users.
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start and end times

» Yankee Springs Township
to benefit from casino dollars

» Scots short of qualifying
for State Finals at D1 Regional

- TK baseball wins first ever
district championship
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TK-sets staggered elementary start and end times

by Julie Makarewicz
staff writer

Starting and ending times
for elementary students at
Thornapple Kellogg schools
will change next fall, stag-
gering the times between the
three schools.

Currently, McFall, Lee
and Page elementary schools
all start classes at 8:55 a.m.
and end at 3:40 p.m. The
change creates a staggered
start and end schedule and
eliminates the bus transfer
situation for students.

.In a letter to parents,
Assistant  Superintendent
Tom Enslen said there are
several reasons for the
change but said ultimately
the most important is that the
new schedule allows the dis-
rict to honor instructional
time for all students.

Enslen said the changes
have been considered for
more than a year, and while
he realizes some issues may
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be to resolves initially, he
feels the new schedule will
better serve the needs of all
students.

Under the new schedule,
buses will arrive at McFall
(kindergarten and first grade
building) at 8:30 a.m. with
classes starting at 8:40 a.m.
School ends at 3:25 p.m. At
Lee, (second and third grade)
buses will arrive at 8:40
a.m., with school starting at
8:50 a.m. School ends at
3:35 p.m. At Page (fourth
and fifth grade), buses arrive
at 8:50 a.m. with school
starting at 9:05 a.m. and end-
ing at 3:50 p.m.

Enslen said the goal is to
allow schools to start the day
immediately with 1nstruc-
tion. In the past, he said the
bus drop-off times were too
close to the actual start of the
day. With a number of stu-
dents eating breakfast at
school, he said students were
often 15 minutes or more late

Gun Lake Medical Centel

getting to class.

“Sometimes 1t was 9:15 or
later before kids got done
eating breakfast. It’s hard to
get class started on time,”
said Enslen.

The change also elimi-
nates the need for students to
transfer to different buses to
get to their schools. Enslen
said that has been an anxiety
Issue for many younger stu-
dents and takes time.

Another benefit, Enslen
said, will be in the traffic sit-
uation around the schools.
Parents with children in
more than one building will
have time to get from one
school to the next for
dropoffs or pickups without
being late or picking up chil-
dren early to avoid traffic.

Enslen said it has taken a
lot of planning, discussion
and even some trial runs to
make sure the new system
will work.

Letters were sent home

with students this week and
more announcements will be
made before the start of the
2012-13 school year. He said
so far, feedback from parents

has been mostly positive.

“We’'ll monitor this very
carefully next fall and make
adjustments if needed,” he

said.

T'he high school and mid-
dle school schedules are not
affected by this change.

Townships cannot ban fracking

A headline in the May 26
Sun and News read, “Yankee
Springs and Orangeville
townships ban fracking™ and
the first paragraph of the arti-
cle also gives the distinct
impression that these two
townships have banned
fracking.

This 1s an overstatement,
said Dr. Kenneth Kornheiser,
of Prairieville Township.

Townships in Michigan do
not have the authority to ban
fracking, he pointed out in a
letter to the Banner. The
township boards approved
motions urging the county
and state legislatures and the
governor of Michigan to take
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action.
“l am concerned that folks

in those two townships will
believe that the job 1s done
and the township boards
have effectively eliminated
potential problems with
fracking within those town-
ships,” Township resolu-
tions do carry some weight
as statements of local intent,
but citizens who have con-
cerns must continue to ask
their legislators and the gov-
ernor to investigate, listen to
the concerns of their con-
stituents and properly act to
protect Michigan property
rights, citizen health and
environmental well being.”

fnes o Give-Aways

At least five bills seeking
0 create more transparency,
protections and regulatory
oversight on fracking were
introduced nto the Michigan
House of Representatives in
the fall of 2011. They are
House Bills 4736, 5149,
5150, 5151 and 5565. A
recent check on the official
Michigan
Representatives  website,
www.legislature.mi.gov,
showed essentially no action
since itroduction,

“If you have concerns.
don't assume that the town-
ship governments can ban
fracking. Contact your state
legislators,” he said.

POLICE
BEAT

Cell phone
stolen at Gun
Lake church

Deputies were contacted
June 2 about a 1Phone stolen
from a Gun Lake church. The
woman told deputies she had
been working at the church
and set her phone on a desk.
After leaving the church and
returning home, she realized
she had forgotten her phone.
She went back to the church
later that night, but the phone
was not on the desk and
could be found using the
remote locator. She also told
deputies Sprint had emailed
her to report that the phone
had used the “wipe” option to
clear all information. When
she called the phone’s num-
ber, her voicemail greeting
had also been changed to an
automated greeting. The
woman contacted Sprint to
deactivate her service. The
$600 phone was listed as
stolen, and the case is inac-
tive.

Call 269-945-9554 for
Sun & News classified ads
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SAT-SUN 1150, 2:00, 6:40

MON-TH 6:40
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