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No. 22/June 2, 2012

by Fran Faverman
Staff Writer

Discussion of three major
concerns occupied most of
the May 16 meeting of the
Caledonia Township Board
of Trustees.

A revised staffing propos-
al for the fire department and
a sign ordinance drew much
attention, but the continuing
efforts of Supervisor Bryan
Harrison, Clerk Jennifer
Christian, and Treasurer
Richard Robertson to negoti-
ate a contract with the City
of Grand Rapids wastewater
system was at the top of the
l1st.

The aim of a proposed
wastewater plan is to divert
some of the sewage pro-
duced in the Northwest
Sewer District Authority 1n
Caledonia to Grand Rapids
rather than sending it to the
wastewater treatment plant
owned by the Village of
Caledonia.

Since most of the growth
in Caledonia if forecasted to
come in the northwest area,

£
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the disposal of sewage 1s a
significant issue because the
current arrangements with
the Village of Caledonia
contain a triggering point
which will require expansion
of the current plant. The
township is obligated to pay
for the expansion.

There are also mainte-
nance costs associated with
the village contract. The vil-
lage has recently submitted a
maintenance list estimated at
$988,000. The list was
described to be, in part, a
wish list that could be pared
down somewhat.

Robertson said the
options facing the township
are expansion of the existing
plant or finding another
source of disposal. He added
that expansion of the existing
plant would be only a short
term solution.

It would not be economi-
cally feasible for the town-
ship to build its own plant,
according to Robertson,
because of the amount of
money that would have to be

borrowed. Current revenues
produced by the Northwest
Sewer District Authority are
obligated to paying off the
bonds issued to build that
system.

While in the past the
Grand Rapids system has not
been noted for a willingness
to be flexible in its contract
arrangements, Robertson
said that attitude has
changed. The next step is the
preparation of preliminary
documents but, Robertson
pointed out, there are also

costs associated with a
Grand Rapids contract
because construction to

reach the Gaines township
system is required. Initially,
Robertson had hoped that
costs could be funded with
cash on hand. He cautioned,
however, that a current esti-
mate of $625,000 may
require some borrowing.
"How much of the
$900,000 are we on the hook
for?" Trustee Don
Koopmans asked to which
Robertson replied that the

Don Boysen (left) with his wife Joanne and Rotary President Craig Stolsonburg

Middleville Rotary Names Don

township was obligated for
50 percent of the cost.

"Grand Rapids 1s a long-

term contract [30 years],”
Koopmans
want protection from addi-
tional costs being passed on
by Grand Rapids.”

continued, I

Robertson responded that
the Grand Rapids contract 1s
very structured and transpar-
ent to which Harrison added
that, currently, the township
is a stepchild to the village
and that an additional advan-
tage to the Grand Rapids
alternative is that it would be
a gravity feed system. The
current system requires the
use of pumps that are requir-
INng increasing maintenance
and repair costs, according to
Robertson.

Koopmans, in his role as

chair of the Public Safety

Advisory Committee, Intro-
duced the second major dis-
cussion item, a recommenda-
tion from the commuittee for a
revised staffing proposal for
the Caledonia Fire depart-
ment. He said the department

by David DeDecker
Staff Writer

A Middleville teen 18
recovering in a Kalamazoo
hospital due to the quick
action of bystanders after the
vehicle in which she was rid-
ing caught fire Sunday after-
noon.

Jessica Eckhoff was in the
back seat of a 1994 Jeep
Cherokee when 1t was rear-
ended by a man driving a
2008 Dodge Dakota pickup
truck Sunday, May 27,
around 12:45 p.m. on M-37
near Shaw Lake Road 1n
Yankee Springs Township.
The Jeep had reportedly been
stopped to make a left turn
onto Shaw Lake Road, when

it was struck and soon burst

into flames

Two others in the lJeep,
Liz Rogers and Tori Roth
— all sophomores at
Thornapple Kellogg High
School —

and the committee had been
working on the proposal for
almost a year and regarded
the proposal before the board
as a prudent and cost effec-
tive measure to improve the
level of staffing at the
department.

For the first time, under
the proposal, there will be
round-the-clock staffing at
the fire station. Koopmans
added that the proposal 1s
reasonable given the increase
in population and workload.
Since the department has
only two fulltime employees,
the extra staffing will be pro-
vided by paid-on-call per-
sonnel at a reduced hourly
cost for the overnight hours.

The committee's recom-

mendation 1s to try the new
months to

I B I e
i Sy
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-
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staffing for six
accumulate some data on 1ts
costs and its effectiveness 1n

reducing

were able to

response times.
Robertson suggested extend-
ing the trial time to
December 31 to make it con-
eruent with the township’s
fiscal year.

phone interview. “Two girls
were screaming there was
still someone in the car, but
there was so much smoke,
you could hardly see her.”

Barnes said her husband,
Jim, and two other men, who
jumped out of their vehicles,
ran to the Jeep to help.

“All three men must have
received minor burns,” said
Barnes.

Jim Barnes, who pulled
Eckhoff out of the driver's
side window, lost all the hair
on his hands, arms and part
of his eyebrows and the hair
on his head. The hot tires on
the Jeep started to explode,
she explained, and everyone
was worried the gas tank also
would catch fire and

explode.
When Eckhoff, was safely

- Surrounded by

by Julie Makarewicz
Staff Writer
Don Boysen sat quietly
family,
“humbly accepting the kind
- words bestowed upon him by

.F'fellow Middleville
Retarlans

- Boysen, a Rotarian for 56

~years and Thornapple

.' nship supervisor for 32
, was named the 2012

Gt — S

Boysen Hometown Hero for 2012

Hometown Hero and hon-
ored at this week’s Rotary
luncheon.

Words like “grandfather-
ly, family man, calming,”
and “leader” were used to
describe the man who has
been involved 1n sO many
aspects of the community
since moving here in 1956.

“When I tried to think of a
word to describe him, politi-

cian didn’t come to mind,"
said Chris Noah, last year's
Hometown Hero.
“Grandfatherly was what |
kept coming back to.”

Noah said he looked up
“grandfather” and “grand-
daddy” In Webster's
Dictionary and came up with
what he thought was a per-

See HOMETOWN HERO, pg. 11

escape the fiery vehicle, but
Eckhoff reportedly was
trapped.

Karen Barnes was 1n her
backyard weeding, and her
husband was working in the
carage when they heard a
loud noise and then, accord-
ing to Barnes, blood-curdling
screams.

“We came around the cor-
ner to see the Jeep engulfed
in smoke and flames,” she
told the Banner in a tele-

Your Hometown Newspaper Servmg Middleville and Caledonla Areas
1351 N. M-43 Highway, Hastings, Ml 49058
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Fire chief Brian Bennett
explained that two paid-on-
call personnel would be on
duty at the station overnight.
Adding one more person to
the person already on duty
on weekends would elimi-
nate having more personnel
show up than are needed. He
added that a sprinkler would
need to be installed in the
sleeping quarters and that
there would be some addi-
tional expenditure for beds.

Koopmans moved to
approve the trial period from
June 1-Dec.31 for the
revised staffing proposal.
The proposal passed unani-
mously.

Harrison used a portion of
the board discussion to 1ntro-
duce committee members
Melanie Salamone and Bill

Thornton.,
Thornton.
fire chief from Rochester

Hills, had provided valuable
advice. Salamone 1s a banker

saying  that
who 1s a retired

by profession and has

See DISCUSSION, pg. 3

placed on shady ground
away from the burning
wreck, a nurse stepped out of
another vehiele to help.
According to Karen Barnes,
neighbors pulled together
and started bringing cold
water and wet towels for the
oirl.

As a precaution, firefight-
ers watered down the field
across the road where the
helicopter was scheduled to
land, Barnes said.

Eckhoff was airlifted to
Bronson Hospital for treat-
ment of burns and a broken
left femur. One news report
stated Eckhoff suffered
burns to 25 percent of her
body. She is reportedly 1n
fair condition.

See CRASH, page 9

« Teen who drowned in Gun Lake
was not strong swimmer

» TK baseball knocks host out

of district tourney

» Scots will send a trio to D1
Regional at Muskegon C.C.

» TK softball’s seventh-inning
rally two runs short at South
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Teen who drowned in Gun Lake was not strong swimmer
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S N e ' Family members wait onshore while volunteers search for 17-year-old Jhalak
Volunteers on boats help look for Jhalak Bhattarad before the marine patrol arrives,  ohattarad of Grand Rapids.

by David DeDecker Gun Lake Saturday after- volunteers from the family’s
Staff Writer noon. church, had rented a pontoon
A |7-year-old Grand Jhalak Bhattarad and his boat for the weekend. Affem
Rapids area resident  family, who are originally Bhattarad reportedly was I

drowned while swimming in  from Nepal, along with two not an experienced swim-
mer, but he and two others
were swimming in the lake
where the water was about

S"aWbe"ies 1 S5 8 40 feet deep

\’;

“The best I can under-
are herE' stand, three of them were e
. | N swimming at the same time,” 15;
N e said Orangeville Fire Chief Lok
Visit the * : q Danny Boulter. “One of \J
Il them tried to help the victim, Ll
CALEDONIA FARMERS MARKET ' but he pulled the other under. .
SATURDAY Rain or Shine BN They threw a floatation R
9942 Cherry Valley Ave SE N g TR device to him, but he could- x ?\;’1
. A n't grab it before he went s P
Caledonia ¥ ol
Orangeville Township Fire Chief Danny Boulter talks et

to another emergency worker.

Boulter said he believes it to the Barry County Sheriff’s b
was simply a case of an inex- Department Sunday, in the

perienced swimmer. hope it might help the divers.
Bhattarad was a sophomore With the aid of the photos, i
at Kentwood High School. deputies were able to pin- u

Someone from the boat point the boat’s location
called the store from which around the time of the
they had rented the boat. An  drowning.
employee came out to help, Staft from the Ottawa
and that's when 911 was County Sheriff's Department
called. Boulter said his joined the search and
department was then dis- brought its sonar equipment
patched at around 3:15 p.m. plus a diving robot equipped
Several boaters in the area with GPS and camera.
also went to the site, trying Within an hour of relocat-
to locate the victim. ing the search area 300 yards

Boulter said a language to the southeast, the body
barrier also created difficulty  was located.

until someone associated According to Capt. Bill
with the family arrived to Johnson of the Barry County
Interpret. Sheriff’s Department, coop-

By the time the Barry eration and collaboration of
I |I I I ( :I I | ( I E l XPE I ED County Sheriff’'s Marine numerous law enforcement,
Division arrived, the boat marine. and emergency

had drifted due to the wind, agencies was the key to

— ' and the drowning location locating the body.
From left to right: David J. Heeringa, D.0., Orthopedic Surgeon; James L. Horton, Jr., D.O.. Orthopedic Surgeon; was confused. Seven divers

eric 5. Leep, D.O., Physical Medicine; Kenneth S. Merriman, M.D., Orthopedic Surgeon. were available, and a search

grid of 300 by 400 yards was
| ” ;'hd.,‘.' .“.". . "%
‘ “ll:‘l'."‘"t l?"{"jﬂ.f i

established. Water visibility
pe - People. Passion. Technoloqy
C _

\/ feet.

at the time was less than five HASTINGS 4
;

. € o =i  269-205-4900
ST LA I'he sheriff’s department UALiTY Downtown Hastings
v Welcome to Hastings Orthopedic Clinic, Vil :‘“"i“,“"q ol SstuEsy by THEATERS IR PRIz
ankee S_P””E"- lhmrnapple RARGAIN TWILIGHT
your musculoskeletal experts close to home. and Orangeville townships $4,7 DAILY 4:00-6:00 PM
gl . emergency personnel. Even P —
We specialize in the Art of Total Orthopedic Care, though the search was con- e dLHUSJTIM‘ESERQﬁ;p
Physical MEdiCine, and Pain Management' stant, the boy was not found ) SNOW WHITE AND THE
Saturday HUNTSMAN (PG-13) {
: : : - ‘ / SAT-SUN 12:45, 4:00, 6:50, 9:40
We provide the highest degree of service in an Sunday, the Kent County ""‘O“‘T””ﬁfigﬁt}c‘iﬂa bl
. 5T _ (@) 1
| efficient, personal, and professional manner Sheriff’s Department assist- | oo meamrsoroar
Hastings Orthopedic Clinic, P.C. ’ ¢ ' ed with an advanced sonar e S I X0 RS 1o 49
840 Cook Rd., Hastings, Mi 49058 Our focus is to maximize the health, fUﬂCtiOH, system. Only an old boat lad- &iﬁﬂ"ﬂh,z 10,700 }

RIT \ator MON-TH 7:00
der was located. WHAT T0 EXPECT WHEN YOU'RE

Before Bhattarad dove in EXPECTING (PG-13) SAT-SUN 1:00, 9:55
s sk b 0 AL Y MON-TH 9:55
the water S:‘llllrdd) : 'dlnl])' BATTLESHIP (PG-13) DAILY 4:15, 7:10
members had been taking  JTHE AVENGERS (PG-13)

- . SAT-SUN 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30
photos. They emailed photos Bron.TH 640 920

Visit us online, www.hoc-mi.com
Phone 269.945.9520 / Toll Free 800.596.1005

and quality of life of the population we serve.
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