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‘Empty chair’ 
debate is Friday

An “empty chair" debate featuring 
13th District State Senate challenger Ed 
LaForgc will be the focus of the Lunch 
and Learn program Friday at Thomas 
Jefferson Hall, comer of Jefferson and 
Green streets in Hastings.

LaForgc. a Democrat, and State 
Senator Jack Welborn, a Republican, 
were invited to debate the issues in their 
election campaigns, but Welborn has 
said he cannot attend because of a prior 
commitment.

The program, sponsored the Barry 
County Democratic Party, will begin at 
noon and last until about 1 p.m.
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Hastings schools 
plan conferences

Parent-teacher conferences at 
Hastings Area Schools will be Wednes­
day, Thursday and Friday. Nov. 7, R and 
9.

The Ttrst marking period of the 
1990-91 school year ends Friday.

Students will attend classes in each of 
the three mornings and conferences will 
take place in the afternoons and even­
ings. Conferences for parents of students 
in grades K through five will be schedul­
ed on an individual basis by teachers.

The conference schedule at the middle 
school will be from 1 to 3 p.m. Wednes­
day. Nov. 7; from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 8*. and from 1 to 3 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 9.

The schedule at the high school will be 
6 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, I to 3 p.m. 
Thursday and 1 to 3 p.m. Friday.

All middle school and high school 
conferences will be held in the gym­
nasiums of each building.

Parents are encouraged to take part in 
the conferences and discuss the progress 
of their children with their teachers on an 
individual basis.

Administrators and counselors also 
will be available to talk to parents at the 
conferences.

Hook’s Drugs 
opens in mall

Hook's Drugs Monday opened its new 
9.000-square-f<M>t store in the Hastings 
Plaza strip mail on West State Street. “

The store will have a grand opening 
celebration over three days, beginning at 
9 a.m. Thursday. Nov. 15. The opening 
will include refreshments, gift items, 
specials and a ribbon cutting ceremony 
that will include 200 new dollar bills that 
will be donated to the Hastings 
Volunteer Fire Department.

On Friday. Nov. 16, and the following 
day a clown will distribute balloons to 
children, and television cartoon 
character "Popples” will be on hand 
Saturday.

Manager and pharmacist al the new 
Hook's Drug Store is Mark Ross.

Humane Society 
bonfire planned

The Barry County Humane Society 
will have a bonfire at 6 p.m. Friday at 
810 West Indian Hills Drive.

The purpose of the event will be for 
the newly formed Friends of the Shelter 
branch of the Humane Society to discuss 
work with the shelter and their plans for 
the future.

Hot dogs, cider and doughnuts will be 
served around the fire. Donations to 
cover the costs will be accepted.

All Humane Society members and 
friends and anyone interested are invited 
to attend.

Those attending are asked to bring 
their own lawn chairs because logs will 
be the only seating provided.

For more information, call 765-3156. 
945-3515 or 945-4090.

Middlevilla man 
Is‘best Lincoln*

Gerald Bestrom of Middleville recent­
ly was judged the winner in an Abraham 
Lincoln llok-alike contest in Hodgen­
ville, Ky., the birthplace of the 16th 
U.S. President. .

Bestrom won among 70 entries from 
the Midwest. He received a fin-place 
ribbon, a certificate and a check for $100 
drawn on the Lincoln National Bank.

Bestrom has appeared as Lincoln at a 
. number of political and social activities 
in this area and at a number of schools.

Dinner to benefit 
Lee Kaiser family

A smorgasbord dinner from 4 to 8 
p.m. Friday, Nov. 9. at the Welcome 
Comers United Methoist Church will 
honor Lee Kaiser, a Hastings High 
School junior who died of asthma earlier 
this year at a soccer game.

Proceeds from the dinner will go to 
Kaiser's family.

Cost is $6 for adults and S2 for 
children ages 5 through 12.

Contributions also may be sent to 
Arlene Stanton. 3813 Baldwin Road. 
Hastings, 49058.

Additional News Briefs
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Saxons prepare 
for playoffs

Offensive Coordinator Marsh Evans directs the Saxons during Tuesday's 
practice in preparation for Friday’s Class BB pre-reglonal game against 
Dowagiac. Hastings enters the game with a perfect 90 record, while the 
Chieftains are 8-1. The winner will meet the winner of the Three Rlvers-St. 
Joseph's game for the regional title next week. For more Information, see 
page 14.

Two proposals 
to face county 
voters again

by Jean Gallup 
StrfWriter

Two ballot proposals turned down by Barry 
County voters in the Aug. 7 primary are 
again on the ballot for another decision by 
the electome in Tuesday’s general election.

A request for 1/2 mill to establish a winter 
road maintenance emergency fund to pay for 
overtime, equipment and material costs is one 
of the proposals.

The other, the Barry County tax limitation 
proposal, involves no tax increase, but asks 
if the distribution trf the 15 mills the county 
allocates to governmental units can remain at 
5.87 mills for the county, 1 mill for 
townships, 0.13 mills for the intermediate 
school district, and 8 mills for local school 
districts.

The road commission proposal was defeated 
in August by a vote of 3,136 to 2,360; the 
tax limitation failed with 3,141 no voces to 
2,233 for approval.

If the tax limitation question is voted 
down, a Barry County Tax Allocation Board 
must be ret up to set the allocations. County 
officials say the cost of setting up such a 
board for an annual meeting would be about 
$1,000, and the allocations would probably 
remain the same, since all of the agencies 
have agreed id the present allocation.

Chairman <Z the Barry County Board of 
Commissioners Tod McKelvey said the 
wording on the ballot doesn't explain the 
issue dearly.

"It’s confusing," he has been quoted as 
saying, "if it had been simply stated that 
there would be no change in the millage, it 
would have been easier to understand. If this 
passes or doesn't pass, there is no difference 
in taxes."

If the measure is approved, the allocation 
would remain the same for six years, when it 
would again be put on the ballot.
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Three commission seats up for grabs in Tuesday’s election
J-Ad Graphics News Service

Two incumbents on the seven-member 
Barry County Board of Commissioners are 
facing opposition in Tuesday's election and 
two political foes are seeking a vacated seat.

The three races pit:
• Incumbent Republican Ethel Bore against 

Democrat Wayne Miller in District 6, made 
up of Hope, Baltimore and most of 
Orangeville townships;

• Incumbent Republican Ted McKelvey 
versus Democratic Edwin Stapler in District 
5, including Maple Grove, Assyria and 
Johnstown townships and a small portion of 
the village of Nashville;

• Democrat Michael F. Smith against a 
write-in challenge by Republican Dale F. 
Rau in District 3, covering the townships of 
Irving and Rutland and most of Hastings 
Township.

Miller and Stapler conducted successful 
write-in campaigns in the August primary 
election to gain spots on Tuesday's ballot. 
Rau did not secure enough votes in August to 
snare a ballot position and has been conduct­
ing another write-in campaign to try to cap­
ture the seat currently held by P. Richard 
Dean who is not seeking reelection.

Incumbent commissioners Marjorie E. 
P"int, Robert V. Wenger, Orvin Moore and 
ue M. Hoare are unopposed.

In the District 6 race, Ethel Bore said 
she supports the County Road Commiwion's 
millage proposal for road winter maintenance 
and other emergencies while her opponent is 
"doubtful" that he will support it

Boze said she is in favor of the proposal 
because "if we don't support the road millage 
for winter weather-related emergencies, 1 don't 
believe well have the roads cleared for police, 
fire and school buses.

Wayne Miller commented that "with the 
present makeup of the county commission I 
would be doubtful of supporting it (the mil­
lage) now - as they could rescind what they 
have budgeted, as in the past when millage 
was voted on.

"If the county commission contributed 
what the townships do for the Road 
Commission, there would be little need for 
the millage referendum," he said.

Boze, 59, of 2890 E. Sager Road, Hastings 
has served on the County Board for the past 
two years.

"Believe me the first two yean are a learn­
ing experience," she said. "I hope to be much 
more effective (during the next term). It’s not 
a job you leant overnight."

She is chairwoman of the County Board's 
Criminal Justice Committee, which encom­
passes about 14 county departments.

Recycling and solid waste are issues she 

Where to vote Tuesday:
The polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday across Barry County.
The following is a list of voting sites, their addresses and numbers to call for more 

information:
Assyria Township — 8094 Tasker Road, off M-66 at Assyria Center, Bellevue 

Township Hall.
Baltimore Township Hall — 6424 Bedford Road, Hastings, M-37 South, Township 

Hall. Phone 948-2022.
Barry Township — Precinct No. I, Hickory Road, Hickory Comers Fire Station, 

671-5346. Precinct No. 2, 201 East Orchard St., Delton. Township Hail, 623-5171.
Carlton Township — (new site). Old Welcome School building, 85 Welcome Road. 

945-5990.
Castleton Township — 98 South Main St.. Nashville. Township Hall, 852-9479.
Hastings Township — 5400 South Wall Lake Road. M-43 South, Township Hall, 

948-2464.
Irving Township — Precinct No. 1, 112 State St., Freeport Village Hall, 765-5330. 

Precinct No. 2, 4500 Woodschool Road. Hastings. Township Hall.
Johnstown Township — 13555 Bedford Road. Dowling, M-37 South. Township Hall, 

721-9709.
Maple Grove Township — 721 Durkee St.. Nashville. Township Hall, 852-0872.
Orangeville Township — Boulter Road in Orangeville. Township Hall, 664-4522.
Prairieville Township — Precinct No. 1. 10115 Norris Road. Delton, Township Hall. 

623-2664. Precinct No. 2. 11351 Lindsay Road. Plainwell. Pine Lake Fire Department. 
623-5101.

Rutland Township — 2461 Heath Road. Hastings. Township Hall. 94J.-2I94.
Thomapple Township — Precinct No. 1.3885 Bender Road. Middleville. Thomapple 

Kellogg High School. 795-3394. Precinct No. 2. 314 E. Main St., Middleville. 
Township Hall. 795-7202.

Woodland Township — 156 South Main. Woodland. 367-4915.
Yankee Springs, 284 North Briggs Road. Middleville. Township Hall. 795-9091.
City of Hastings — Ward No. 1. Northeastern School. 519 East Grant St.. Ward No. 

2. Southeastern School. 1300 South East St.. 'vards No. 3 and 4. Hastings Middle 
School. 232 West Grand St.

feels are important at the county level of gov­
ernment, as well as the proposed 911 emer­
gency telephone system, county mapping and 
a countywide dog census after March 1,1991.

"I enjoy being a commissioner and helping 
people," Boze said. "1 'nave worked very hard 
for my constituents. I have the time, energy 
and ability to do a good job."

She and her husband, Douglas, a retired 
plumber, have three children, Lynn Rupright, 
Maxine Shafer and Starlynd Beach, and five 
grandchildren.

Miller, 72, of 400 E. Sager Road, 
Hastings, served as supervisor of Baltimore

Township for 13 years until his retirement in 
1988. He also has served on the County 
Solid Waste Oversight Committee, the 
County Water Quality Commit-^ Advisory 
Council and the Commission on Aging 
Advocacy Board.

In the community, he has held the secre- 
tary/treasurer's post for the County 
Supervisors' Association and the same posi­
tion on the Union Cemetery Board.

If elected to the County Board, Miller said 
he hopes to help accomplish a "cost effective 
streamlining of the procedures in the court­
house, within the statues, if I could get coop­

eration from the others."
An issue he feels is important on the 

county level is equalization.
"I became upset last spring during the 

commissioo's lowering of the equalization re­
port," Miller said.

"While out campaigning, many people 
asked me if I was an incumbent When 1 said, 
'no,' they indicated they would vote for me 
without even asking what office I was run­
ning for or party affiliation.

"People are upset with our government
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