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Youthful Jubilee 
series to return

The third annual Youthful Jubilee 
series will be held at Fish Hatchery Park 
the next three Fridays.

The series, sponsored by the Thornap­
ple Arts Council of Barry County, is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. July 13, 20 and 27.

Young people will sing, dance, play 
musical instruments and present a puppet 
show during the three, one-hour 
programs.

Lisa Reynolds of Hastings will open 
the Jubilee this Friday evening. Others 
scheduled to perform are singers Jenny 
Bender and Eric Gahan; Erin Merritt, 
who will perform a jazz ballet number; 
singer Jenny Gidley; and singer and 
flutist Jennifer Kinsey of Lake Odessa.

Tom DeVault will sing and Bevin will 
illustrate with sign language and Jarod 
and Becky Crump will present a puppet 
show.

Kmart plans 
to employ 120

The new 86,479-square-foot K mart 
store that is expected to open at the strip 
mall on West State Street in Hastings this 
fall is expected to employ 120 local peo­
ple, officials said.

The new discount department store at 
802 W. State St. in Hastings will be the 
newest of more than 2,300 in the U.S.

3 blood drives 
net 232 pints

Three blood drives in Barry County in 
June collected 232 pints, according to 
the Barry County chapter of the 
American Red Cross.

The drives were conducted al the 
Hastings First United Methodist Church, 
the Maple Leaf Grange Hall in Nashville 
and State Technical Institute and 
Rehabilitation Center near Pine Lake.

Hastings woman 
wins BPW office

Hastings resident Elizabeth Haight has 
been elected secretary of District No. 7 
of the Michigan Federation of Business 
and Professional Women.

Haight is immediate past district 
treasurer and has held many offices in 
the Hastings BPW organization, in­
cluding president.

She works as a secretary for the city 
manager’s office in Grand Rapids.

Gas & Steam Show 
at Chariton Park

Steam machines that powered the mills 
and farm machinery of yesteryear will 
be on display al Chartton Park's 19th 
Antique Gas & Steam Show from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

Steam engines and stationary engines 
will be on display, furnishing power to 
operate a grist mill, shingle mill, 
washing machines and other equipment.

A highlight of the show will be an 
1895 Corley sawmill restored by the 
members of the Chartton Park Gas & 
Steam Engine Club, which sponsors the 
show.

A featured engine will be an 1883 
Westinghouse 15-borsepower vertical 
boiler steam engine owned by park 
founder Irving Charlton. The engine is 
one of only three built and is the only one 
known to have been restored to 
operating condition.

Hundreds of tractors will parade 
around the Historic Village Green at 2 
p.m. both Saturday and Sunday.

A spark show with a steam engine will 
be held at dusk, with old-fashioned kettle 
popcorn being prepared.

Also included will be an antique chain­
saw demonstration, a flea market, a 
children’s tractor pedal pull, a sawdust 
penny scramble, a fiddlers' jamboree 
and an old-fashioned square dance.

Historic Charlton Park Village and 
Museum is located at 2545 S. Charlton 
Park Road, one mile north of M-79.

ZBA to consider 
variance requests

The Hastings Zoning Board of Ap­
peals will have a public hearing at 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday, July 17. at City Hall 
Council Chambers.

The purpose of the meeting will be to 
consider the application of Robert G. 
Adams for a variance to build a home on 
W. Amy. legally described as Lot No. 9 
of the Hardendorff Addition.

A request for a variance from Tony 
Martinez, 519 S. Jefferson, to build a 
garage also will be considered.

Board of Review 
to meet Tuesday

The Hastings Board of Review will 
have a special meeting at 10 a.m. Tues­
day, July 17, in the assessor’s office at 
City Hall.

The meeting's purpose will be to cor­
rect mutual mistakes of fact or clerical 
errors.
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Barry County Fair 
opens Saturday 
at new M-37 site

When the 138th Barry County Fair opens its 
gates Saturday, the pulic will get its first good 
look at the new fairgrounds located on M-37, 
approximately five miles north of Hastings.

To celebrate the unveiling of the new she. a 
grand opening ceremony has been scheduled 
for 5 p.m. Monday. July 16. with a ribbon 
cutting, clowns and with helium balloons be­
ing released.

The old fairgrounds on West State Street in 
Hastings were sold last year to a Florida firm 
that has developed the city property into a 
strip mall.

Fair Board Secretary Barbara Thornburg 
said the old site, which housed the fair for 
more than 100 years, was only 28 acres, caus­
ing crowded conditions and limited parking.

The new site, she said, is 160 acres, and of­
fers plenty of parking.

New buildings have been constructed, in­
cluding a rabbit and poultry bam: a sheep, 
swine and goal barn: a beef and dairy ham; a 
4-H horse barn; a show arena, tlu: racehorse

bam; a maintenance bam; the new Barry 
County Expo Complex; and a new 
grandstand.

The grandstand includes a roof, more rows 
of seats and a judges' stand.

The additional space has enabled the fair to 
offer more attractions this year, some old and 
some new.

New this year will be an appearance by 
1950s and 60s rock 'n roll band “Phil Dirt 
and the Dozers/' which will perform at 8 
p.m. Friday in the grandstand.

Also new are the “pig races," which will 
be held six times a day, every day of the fair.

Another new attraction will be off-road 
vehicle championship racing Saturday night, 
July 21, on the race track in front of the 
grandstand.

Some activities that had been eliminated in 
recent years because of the lack of space will 
now return.

One is the original Herriman’s Royal Lepiz- 
zan Stallions of Austria show, which is

Although It looks quiet on the outside, the Thornapple Valley Banquet Hall and Prairie Hall are bustling with ac­
tivity as last-minute work is being done to prepare display booths for the Barry County Fair which gets underway 
this weekend.

scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Tuesday and Thurs­
day, July 17 and 19, in front of the 
grandstand.

A 4-H Rodeo will return. Monday July 16. 
*9 a.m. and 2 p.m..

Other events include a gospel sing. Satur­
day evening, July 14. the demolition derby, 
Afunday night, the mud run on Wednesday

night, the kids' pedal pull Tuesday, a horse 
pull Saturday. July 21, at 9 a.m., the 4-H 
Livestock Sale, Friday afternoon and the 
judging of 4-H projects.

There will be free admission to the harness 
races, which will be held Tuesday through 
Friday in the grandstand.

A fireworks display al dusk on Saturday Ju­

ly 21, will bring the week's activities to a 
close.

There will be a $3 admission charge this 
year for patrons ages 13 an older.

Senior citizens ages 65 and older will get a 
dollar off the S3 gate admission Thursday, so 
they can visit the fair for $2 between 8 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. that day.

The 1990-91 Hastings Area School Board: (front row, from left) Secretary Patricia Endsley, President Michael 
Anton, Vice President Mark Feldpausch, (back row) Trustee Colin Cruttenden, Trustee Bob Casey, Treasurer Larry 
Haywood and Trustee Ray Rose.

Delton woman wins 
$100,000 in ‘Zinged

A 20-year-old Delton woman is spending 
her days and part of her nights thinking about 
how she is going to spend S100.000.

Margaret Gilcher’s Lotto 47 ticket had all 
six "Zinger" numbers, picked by computer, 
to win the grand prize.

Gilcher "plans to purchase a car and go on 
vacation," said Kerry McNulty of the 
Michigan Stale Lottery Commission.

A 1988 graduate of Delton Kellogg High 
School, Gilcher is employed at the Felpausch 
Food Center in Vicksburg.

She purchased her winning ticket at the 
Delton Short Stop, 11196 S. Wall Lake 
Road, said store owner Bob Simonton. 
Gilcher used to work at the store when she 
was in high school, Simonton said.

A district manager from the Michigan 
Lottery Commission will present Gilcher 
with an over-sized check at 2 p.m. Thursday 
at the store.

She realized she had a winning ticket 
Monday night, said her mother, Carol 
Gilcher, noting that it was hard for her to fall 
asleep because of the excitement.

Margaret Gilcher

City agrees to try 
all-day parking lot

Anton new school board president
by Sundra Ponsetto 

Staff Writer
The Rev. Michael Anton, pastor of Grace 

Lutheran Church in Hastings, officially was 
elected president of the Hastings Area School 
Board Monday.

Anton succeeds Diane Hoekstra, who 
decided not to run for anuther term on the 
board in the June i I annual school election.

Anton has served on the board for three 
years. He was vice president during the 
1989-90 school year.

Other officers elected during Monday’s an­
nual reorganization;!! meceting were Mark 
Feldpaush. vice president; Patricia Endsley, 
secretary; and Larry Haywood, treasurer.

The board also officially acknowledged the 
election of Robert Casey and Larry Haywood 
to four-year terms and Ray Rose to a two-year 
term. The meeting Monday was the first for 
Rose and Case}.

In another matter, the board agreed to par­
ticipate in the national school lunch program 
and related student programs. Costs for the 
next school year will he SI. U) for a full-price 
student lunch. 40 < ents for a reduced-price 
lunch and Si.75 for an adult lunch. The new 
price is 10 cents higher for the full-price stu­
dent lunch and 25 . ms higher for the adult 
lunch. The reduced-price lunch remains the

same as last year.
The board was told the price increase was 

the result of rising costs of food. It is the first 
price increase since the 1985-86 school year.

The board awarded contracts for supplying 
products for the food service program during 
the 1990-91 school year to the following low 
bidders: Ba reman's Dairy, Holland; dairy 
products; Cain's Potato Chips, Romulus, chip 
products; Butternut Interstate Brands Corp., 
Grand Rapids, bread; Banner Linen Service, 
Grand Rapids, linen service.

In other business at Monday's meeting, the 
board:

— Approved a 25-cent pay increase for 
aides for the beginning minimum hourly wage 
and the maximum hourly rate.

— Accepted three gifts: Si.500 from the 
Hastings Lions Club to purchase materials for 
the Middle School Quest Program: athletic 
equipment and materials worth 53,377.60 
from the Hastings Athletic Boosters; and 
S3.700 from the Sou’hcastem School Parent­
Teacher Organization in order to purchase 
library books and adjustable blackboards.

— Adopted resolution to continue member­
ship in the Michigan High School Athletic 
Association for the 1990-91 schixil year.

— Approved the athletic activity admission 
price schedule to remain the same as during

the 1989-90 school year.
— Accepted the resignation of Nor­

theastern Elementary School fourth grade 
teacher Cheryl Ross who is leaving to accept a 
position in another school district.

— Approved the following transfers and 
reassignments: Julie Ackerson, from high 
school English teacher to reading at Nor­
theastern Elementary; Anne DeHoog, from 
first grade to second grade. Northeastern: 
Judy Hicks, from kindergarden to first grade. 
Southeastern Elementary School; Marianne 
Kendall, from the gifted and talented program 
to fourth grade. Central Elementary School: 
Kathleen McGill, from second grade to third 
grade. Southeastern; Pat Markle, from fourth 
grade to fifth grade, Central; Cheryl Meier, 
from fourth grade to third grade. Central; Tim 
Newsted. from fourth grade to fifth grade. 
Southeastern; and Don Schils, fifth grade — 
fourth grade. Northeastern.

— Appointed Teresa Heide the seventh 
grade girls’ basketball coach and Pat Purgicl 
the eighth grade girls’ basketball coach.

— Adopted a resolution providing for the 
continuance of the school system’s funds and 
accounts: designated the treasurer, secretary 
and business manager as signatories on check-

See BOARD, Page 3

by David T. Young
Editor

Downtown Hastings will have an all-day 
parking lot, at least for the next two months.

The City Council Monday night approved 
use of "Lot No. 4," or the Elks lot, for all­
day parking on a trial basis until Sept.ll. 
However, parking will not be allowed 
between 2 and 6 a.m.

The move allows motorists now to park in 
two downtown lots beyond the two-hour 
limit that has been in force since late last 
year.

The other is the lot behind JC Penny, 
which allows three-hour parking on a trial 
basis, also until Sept. 11.

Downtown parking in Hastings has been 
an issue for a long time. It was more than 
four years ago that the city agreed to remove 
parking meters, but last year it established 
the two-hour limit and hired a part-time 
enforcement officer.

Some local merchants have protested the 
time limit, maintaining that some customers 
cannot conduct business in that period. City 
officials say the time limit will keep 
employees of local businesses from taking up 
slots that should be offered to customers.

The two latest moves, recommended by the 
Parking Committee, are efforts to 
accommodate people who need more time :o 
do business downtown.

The council also was visited Monday by 
Todd Ponstcin of the Georgetown

Construction Co., developers of a proposed 
housing subdivision near North Street and 
Broadway.

Georgetown last week gained the blessing 
of the Planning Commission for a rezoning 
request for its project, which will begin with 
22 lots for houses on 10 acres. Eventually, it 
could have as many as 113 lots on 50 acres.

Though Ponstein presented the council 
with some revisions to its site plan, all the 
council legally could do was direct the city 
attorney to draft a rezoning ordinance for the 
property and give tentative approval to the 
preliminary site plan.

After the council receives the ordinance 
proposal July 23, the measure must sit on 
the table for another four weeks before it can 
be approved. That means final approval could 
be awarded at the council's second meeting in 
August, on the fourth Monday of that month.

In another matter, the council granted a 
letter of commitment to Recycling in Barry 
County’s application for a "Protect 
Michigan's Future" Solid Waste Alternatives 
grant.

The grant will help fund a project geared to 
recycling office paper and corrugated 
cardboard.

RiBC coordinator Jane Norton told the 
council there must be a commitment from 
local businesses and government offices in 
the county for the next six years in order to

See CITY, Page 3
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