
News 
Briefs
Domestic violence 
First Friday topic

The lew enforcement community's 
response to spouse abuse, child abuse 
and "elder abuse" will be the focus of 
the monthly Brown Bag Lunch and 
Learn program at noon Friday in 
Hastings.

The speaker for the program will be 
Amy Coha. associate director of 
Washtenaw County's Domestic Violence 
Project/SAFE House.

In a nationally acclaimed program, the 
Domestic Violence Project. Washtenaw 
County law enforcement agencies, pro­
secutors and judges have worked 
together to help victims of vioieat abuse 
in the home and to get the message to the 
abusers that violence will not get them 
their way, rather it will get them in jail.

The key, says Ccha. is retpiiring 
police to arrest the abuser.

Researchers have found that victims 
under the physical, emotioaal and flnan- 
cial domination of their mates are unlike­
ly to file criminal charges against them 
and often are coerced iaao dropping 
cases before trial. This judicial revoMag 
door is one reason police officers tend to 
try » mediate ditpinri nAer than make 
arrests This is a practice that does 
nothing to deser the nest beating, ad­
vocates say.

The Michigan Sheriffs Association 
Im joined domestic violence spachfati 
in pushing for adoption of this "anew 
and prosecute " program in other arcaa 
of the stale.

The Lunch and Leant program is 
sponsored by the Barty County 
Democratic Committee. It la held on the 
first Friday of every month al the 
Thomm Jefferaon Hall, corner of Mfcr- 
urn and Green streets in Heatings.

Visitors may bring their own lunches. 
The Democrats will provide Im and 
coffin.

Literacy Council 
sets tutor sessions

The Barry Couaty Literacy Couacai is 
planning a series of tutor tninmg 
sessions.

They will be held from 6 Io 10 p.te. 
Tuesday. Wednesday and Thursday, Ju­
ly 17. 18 and 19, at the Firn 
Presbyterian Church, 231 S. Broadway, 
in Hastings.

Norma Blair, a volunteer tutor, said 
everyone is welcome to attend, including 
present tutors who may want to take a 
refresher course.

She added that there is a waiting list of 
people who want to leant how to read.

Circus Is coming 
to Charlton Park

The Kelly-Miller Bros. Three-Ring 
Circus will come to Chariton Park Mon­
day and Tuesday, July 9 and 10.

Performances each day are scheduled 
for 4:30 and 7:30 p.m. Anyone in­
terested can watch the elephants hdp set 
up the Big Top free early Moiktay 

morning.
Eight local people will have brief star­

ring roles in the circus.
Mayor Mary Lou Gray win be 

honorary ringmaster al the 4:30 perfor­
mance Monday, and Barry County 
Sheriff David Wood will ride an 
elephant.

Other honorary ringmasters will be 
State Rep. Robert Beader, former Ban­
ner editor George “Buzz** Youngs and 
Hastings Area Schools Superintendent 
Carl Schoessel.

Other elephant riders win be County 
Commission Republican write-in can­
didate Dale Ran. Denny Myers of 
WBCH-Radio and Mark Feldp—ch of 
the Feipausch Food Centers and a 
member of the Hastings Board of 
Education.

Other local dignitaries will take partia*. 
tug of war events with eiepharts.

Little people’s 
programs set

Children ages 4 to 8 years are invited 
to take part in the 4-H “little people’s’' 
programs this summer at the West 
Pavilion at Fish Hatchery Park in 
Hastings.

The five sessions are scheduled for 9 
a.m. Wednesday, July 11 and 25 and 
Aug. 1, 8 and 15.

The titles of the sessions, in order, will 
be “Eating Right, Felling Great," “The 
World Around Us.” “Flay it Safe.” 
“Pets, Pets, Pets,” and “Fun with 
Crafts."

Each of the sessions will last about an 
hour and 30 minutes.

There will be a small admission fee of 
$1 per workshop to help pay for food 
and supplies.

The children will need to bring old 
clothes or paint smocks to the session 
called “The World Around Us.”

Deadline for registration for the first 
session is July 6. To register, call 
948-4862.
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Old Fashioned 4th 
at Charlton Park
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Subdivision plans 
closer to reality

by David T. Young 
Editor

A proposed subdivision for single-family 
homes moved a step closer to reality Monday 
with action by the Hastings Planning 
Commission.

The panel, after a public hearing, 
unanimously recommended approval of a 
request to rezone a 50-acre parcel in the 
northwest section of Hastings. The move 
brings the city a step closer to 
accommodating a developer's plans eventually 
to create as many as 113 lots for homes in 
the S75.000 to $100,000 price range.

The parcel is located near the intersection 
of N. Broadway and North Street in the city.

Todd Ponstein, representing the 
Georgetown Construction Co. of Jenison, 
outlined the developer's plans to the 
commission Monday, with some help from 
Jim King and Dan Ryan of King, Ryan & 
Associates Inc. of Battle Creek, professional 
land surveyors.

Ponstein said the request is for a change in 
zoning from the designation of "RR" to "R- 
1" for the 50 acres, but immediate plans call 
for development of only 10 acres. He said the 
first phase of the construction would create 
22 lots on the 10 acres.

After the site work is done, the developer 
will sell each lot to a builder or someone 
wants to build his own house.

About 20 neighbors of the proposed project 
appeared at the hearing. Some asked 
questions, others raised some concerns, but 
no one flatly stated opposition to the 
developer's request

One nearby resident said he was concerned 
that curb and gutter work might fall on his 
tax obligation and that the development 
might create water problems. He was told 
that no work is planned now near his home 
and that every effort would be made not to 
encroach on others’ property.

Ponstein, in answering a question, said that 
the size of the houses would range from 
1,000 to 1,500 square feet.

He added that the homes and subdivision 
will include sidewalks, two-car garages, 16- 
foot wide concrete or asphalt driveways, full 
basements and at least six feet of front 
porches. He said all homes will meet code 
requirements.

Todd Ponstein, representing the Georgetown Construction Co. of 
Jenison, points out a few details on a map to a Hastings Planning Commis­
sion public hearing audience Monday night.

"We're interested in putting in only classy 
homes," he told the neighboring residents. 
"I'm sure that would be in your best interests, 
too."

However, he said there are no plans to 
construct a playground for the subdivision.

Ponstein stressed that his company is not a 
builder.

"We put in sewers, utilities and roads," he 
said. "We're underground construction 
specialists."

Jim King, representing the surveying firm, 
said, "In 15 years, no one has wanted to go

the expense of making a subdivision (at that 
siic). I think it's really going to be a nice 
addition to the city."

Ponstein also was asked what Georgetown 
Construction will do about wildlife and areas 
that might be considered wetlands.

He said the firm has talked with the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
and has asked for designation of wetlands in 
that area so it is known what can be disturbed 
and what cannot.

"We won't touch a lake or nearby ponds," 
he said. "At this point, we need to find out if 
they are wetlands."

Sights of the celebration
Fireworks displays in this area pretty much went off without a hitch, 

unlike Grand Rapids, which had a thunderstorm postpone its show 
Wednesday night. Fourth of July displays like this one at Algonquin Lake 
were seen at Gun Lake, Hickory Corners and Lake Odessa.

Ponstein added that though the company 
plans to develop only 10 acres in the first 
phase of the project, all other future platting 
proposals must come before the City Council 
and Planning Commission for approval.

It was without much further comment that 
the Planning Commission moved to 
recommend the zoning change for the 50-acre 
parcel.

The matter now will come before the City 
Council, which will make the final decision 
on approval or denial of the rezoning request.

In another matter Monday night, the local 
Eagles' Lodge's efforts to move into the old 
Office Lounge on South Hanover Street 
continued to be stalled.

The Planning Commission voted to ask 
that more details of a site plan worked out 
between the Eagles and Director of Public 
Services Mike Klovanich.

John Mercer, representing the fraternal 
organization, presented the commision with a 
site plan proposal Monday night, but some 
questions lingered.

The former site of the bar was embroiled in 
controversy last year. After it had been 
closed, its owner, Kenneth Hausser, 
attempted to gain a liquor license transfer to 
get the establishment reopened, but his 
request was denied because of lack of adequate 
parking and objections from neighboring 
residents about public safely.

The license since then has been held in 
escrow and the Eagles have tried to move in 

and gain approval for a site plan that would 
include acceptable parking space.

David Jasperse, chairman of the Planning 
Commission, said that he was still concerned 
about parking in the plans being made 
available too close to the street and there were 
questions about ownership.

The Eagles now intend to lease the 
property and building, but the Planning 
Commission holds that it cannot approve a 
site plan without the Eagles’ ownership.

The arrow points to the general area where a proposed subdivision, with 
as many as 113 lots for homes, will go In at a 50-acre site in the northwest 
section of the city.

To the latter concern, Mercer said, "We re 
not going to buy it (the building and 
property) until we know whether or not we 
can open."

One neighbor questioned whether the 
Eagles had received court approval for use of 
a state right of way included in the site plan. 
Mercer responded, "We're not about to buy 
something and then get involved in a lawsuit, 
believe me."

Planning Commission Member Mary Lou 
Gray, who also is mayor, said, “There are 
some loose ends, and it's our duty to have 
them resolved."

She then suggested that Klovanich work 
out the details of the site plan before coming 
back once again to the commission for 
consideration of approval.

Her proposal passed unanimously.

Hastings businessman 
Gerald Bolthouse dies

Hastings businessman Gerald E. Bolthouse 
died Wednesday, July 4, at Blodgett Medical 
Center in Kalamazoo.

The owner of the local True Value Hard­
ware and a former president of the Hastings 
Area Chamber of Commerce, he was 62.

As a young man. Bolthouse opened a hard­
ware store in Lake Odessa, called Sunshine 
Hardware, which were he sold merchandise 
through a wholesaler that he partly owned, 
called Cotter and Co.

Today, Cotter and Co. distributes to virtual­
ly everyone of the 6,000 True Value stores in 
the Country.

Bolthouse came to Hastings in 1962 and 
purchased the former Goodyear Bros. Hard­
ware store located at 111 E. State St. He 
transformed the store into a thriving V&S 
(Value and Service) hardware store before 
changing to True Value in the early 1970s, 
now the largest hardware chain in the United 
States.

Bolthouse expanded his business through 
the years with the aim of better serving the 
community.

Three buildings were bought on South Jef­
ferson Street to house sporting goods, a 
cyclery and toys. He also purchased a former 
gas station on State Street to house the power

equipment, and the former Barry County 
Lumber building on North Jefferson Street, 
which now houses lawn and garden supplies. 
The original building also expanded next door 
to include a variety department and the base­
ment. The power equipment was later mosed 
to its present location on East State Street.

Bolthouse’s True Value now occupies 
50,000 square feet of sales space and has 13 
departments.

Bollhouse is survived by his daughter and 
her husband. Dorothy and Dave Henry of 
Lake Odessa, daughter and husband, Becky 
and Jim Blodgett of Hastings, daughter and 
husband, Ruth and Don Ibbotson of Ml. Ayer. 
Iowa; daughters Sharon and Serena Bolthouse 
of Hastings; sons and wives, Don and Deb. 
Jerry and Lyndy, Nathan and Chris, Stephen 
and Holly, John and Carol, and Philip and 
Lisa, all of Hastings, and sons David of 
Milwaukee and Sam of Hastings; 28 grand­
children; and two brothers, William of Corn­
stock Park and Brink of Clarksville.

The funeral will be held al 2 p.m. Friday. 
July 6, at the Cedar Creek Bible Church. 
There will be no funeral home visitation. 
Bohhousc will lie in state in the church Friday 
until funeral time.

Delton school cuts begin
A proposed 1990-91 operating budget that 

reflects the ramifications of the recent rejec­
tion of millage increases by voters has been 
adopted by the Delton Kellogg Board of 
Education.

Expenditures the board had hoped to in­
clude to enhance and improve educational of­
ferings were eliminated in the projected 
S7,776,000 budget. The new budget is about 
two percent more than last year's 
S7.651,000.

While the number of items not included in 
the new budget won't be extremely painful io 
students at the present time, Superintendent 
Dean McBeth said the district's savings are 
being "wiped out" because of insufficient 
revenues and already the district has to bor­
row more money to make ends meet before 
property taxes are received.

Revenue projections for 1990-91 are 
S7.8O8.OOO, which amounts to SI3,000 less

See DELTON, Page 6
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