
News 
Briefs
Legislative Coffee 
set for Monday

The Legislative Coffee has been set 
for Monday. June 11. al the County Seat 
at 8 a.m.

Slate Representative Bob Bender will 
be present to talk about any issues the 
public might wish to discuss.

The Legislative Coffee is sponsored 
by the Hastings Area Chamber of Com­
merce. The chamber encourages all 
Barry County citizens to attend.

There will be no Legislative Coffee 
during the months of July and August. It 
will resume in September.

Woodland Eagloa 
carnival planned

The Woodtoad Eagles second aaauui 
carnival will take place from 10 w to 
6 p.m. Saturday, Jane 16, at toe Ornate 
Memorial Park in Wootfland.

Proceeds from the fimd-rataiag event 
will go to the Rooted Mr Donald House 
in Grand Rapids.

Rooted McDonald will mnke an 
pearance at the Classic Park, front 2 to 3 
p.m. June 16. ■

Honors ovant ant 
at middlo achool

The Heaira* MJddte Sdraoi brasn 
assembly is scheduled for 7 p-m. Hms- 
dsy at the Central School Auditorium.

The public is invited to attnd.

Hughes named 
to court panel

FormerBany County Prosecutor Judy 
Hughes has been appointed to the Com* 
misaiou on the Courts for toe 21rt

joint Irghlativc resotatteo April 5 and to 
cnerged wna oevetopmg a compnnea- 
live bfoeprim for ■ more effrathra 
judiewy." THe rarakrara rate foe rate 
of the coum “ra eerWtti rad 
beraoraen of radii order'hra grave

our coum to respond wfffcteraly rad 
effectively.”

Hughes. s Haraegs rraidaa. wra 
Bury County Praracraor Mail IMS. 
when she decided Io seek ctedfoa Io a 
sea oo the Thad Diteria Coan of Ap­
peals, which coven 62 ooratiea. Alter 
she lost die dectioa, she joiaed foe laate 
Crash tew firm at Ciiaalig , Mc- 
Clorey, Davie A Acte).

Aho named k> foe 21-rarafoer oora- 
miassoa wra Slur T—rar lai Wrfoora. 
who regreaeras ail at lany. Irate aad 
Mosncalm counties rad gene of 
Kalamazoo County.

Blood bank sot 
at Lake Odessa

The Ionia County chapter of toe 
American Red Cross wiB have a blood 
bank from noon to 5:43 p.m. at the Cen­
tral United Method* Church in Lake 
Odessa Monday.

The goal for the drive ia HM) pints, and 
the slogan is “Give someone a chance, 
give blood.’*

Kiwanis sots 
travel series

Plans have been finalized for the 42nd 
year of the Hastings Kiwanis Travel and 
Adventure series.

“Discover Wyoming,'’ will be the 
program that will kick off the 1990-91 
season Sept. 21 and “New Troland Out- : 
door Adventure*’ will conclude toe 
series March 22.

Other programs will be “The People 
of Holland Oct. 26. The Canwiian 
Rockies’* Nov. 16, “Alaska’s Inside 
Passage” Jan. 18 and “Venezuela'* 
Feb. 5.

The travelogues will be shown at 7 
p.m. on these dales al the Central School 
Auditorium. Tickets for the entire six- 
part series are $12 for adults and $3 for 
students. Prices are $3 at the door.

Garden Club 
marking week

The Thomappte Garden Chib is obser­
ving Gardea Week June 3-9 by beautify­
ing public buildings and perks in honor 
of a deceased member.

Chib members last week had a wooden 
bench they purchased in memory of Ruth 
Seibert installed in front of City Hall. 
They also planted a dogwood tree aad 
tulips there in her memory.

A plaque soon will be placed at City 
Hall site, denoting the manorial gift.

Other sites where plantings of flowers 
and plants have taken place include Fish 
Hatchery Park, Chariton Park and the 
Hastings Public Library.

Additional News Briefs 
Appear on Page 13 .

Hastings Class 
of ’90 graduates

See Story, Page 3

Area school board 
hopefuls speak out

See Stories Inside

Wolpe discusses 
priorities, deficit

See Story, Rage 2
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Candidates for four-year seats on the Hastings Board of Education who appeared at the forum were (from left) 
Ken Hawblitz, Larry Haywood, Mike McPhiliips and Bob Casey.

Candidates for the two-year seat on the board are (from left) Bob Byington, Jennifer Haire, Steve Lewis and Ron 
Rose.

Forum draws eight school board 
candidates and about 40 people

by David T. Young
Editor

Eight of nine candidates for three seats on 
the Hastings Board of Education appeared at 
a public forum to discuss issues Tuesday 
night.

Kenneth Kensington was unable to attend 
the event because of a prior commitment, 
b»t four hopefuls for a two-year seat and 
four others for two four-year posts were on 
hand.

The four seeking the two-year seat were 
Robert Byington, Jennifer Haire, Stephen 
Lewis and Ray Rose. Candidates for the 
four-year position were incumbent Larry 
Haywood, Kenneth Hawblitz, Michael 
McPhiliips and Robert Casey.

About 40 people, most of them teachers, 
were in the audience at the Hastings High 
School lecture hall.

Each of the candidates was asked four 
prepared questions and each was asked to 
respond to seven in writing. Several 
questions from the audience also were 
fielded.

All but two of the hopefuls who appeared 
said they supported the June 11 request for 
an additional 1.38 mills. The other two did 
not state their positions on that issue.

The first oral question asked for each 
candidate's reason for running and for 
qualifications.

Hawblitz said he wants to be a school 
board member because “I have a genuine 
concern for the state of nation and local 
area." He said he would bring a high- 
technology background in which he had to 
develop analytical skills.

Haywood said. "I'm not sure my reasons 
(for running) have changed (since first being 
elected eight years ago). I'm concerned about 
our children's educational opportunities.

One of the strengths he said he would 
bring would be continuity on the board.

"I'm a resident, a taxpayer concerned with 
the quality and cost of education," said

McRiillips.
As an attorney, he said he sees many 

young people who haven't taken advantage 
of educational opportunities.

Casey, a former teacher in the school 
system, said, "I have a sincere, deep interest 
and commitment to the young people of the 
community."

He said one important strength he has is 
experience with curriculum.

Byington, also an attorney, said his 
experience with legal boards is similar to 
challenges that school boards now face.

Haire called herself "a very child-oriented 
person. I devote many volunteer hours to 
the school system."

She said she feels the board has done a 
fine job tn recent years and she would like 
to continue the work.

Lewis said, "I've been in business for the 
last 40 years," and he noted his wife, now 
deceased, was a teacher in the local schools 
for 17 years. "I've had background to make 
judgments that maybe some others 
couldn’t," he said. "And I would have the 
time (to commit to the board) because I'm 
retired."

Rose said he is running because of "a 
concern to continue to have a good school 
system."

He said his past commitment is a 
strength. He has been involved with the 
Hastings Athletic Boosters, the Enrichment 
Foundation and has coached soccer and 
football for the YMCA.

A two-part question asked what the 
candidates would try to do about the state 
educational funding system and how they 
feel about a request for a 1.38-mill increase 
on Monday's ballot.

Byington noted that state funding in real 
dollars has '’ecreased over the years, putting 
more pressure on local funding. He said he 
doesn't see the state or federal government 
improving their support, so that leaves only 
local sources.

About the millage, he said, "I think it's a 
tragedy that the board finds itself in a 
position in which it is necessary to ask for a 
millage increase again."

He would not say whether he supports the 
millage request.

Haire said the board will have to explore 
other funding avenues and study the budget 
to see if there is a place where cuts can be 
made.

She said she supports the millage.
"1 don't enjoy paying more taxes, but we 

have to face facts (with textbook 
replacements and building repairs)."

Lewis agreed that the state should absorb 
more of the financial burden for education, 
but when asked his position on the millage, 
he said, "I don't think that I should answer, 
other than what I’ve already said."

Rose said the first priority is to "get the 
State of Michigan with the program." He 
particularly was critical of the inequities of 
per-pupil spending for individual districts.

"The only choice is to constantly request 
millages," he said. "I'm not sure there's a lot 
left in the budget that can be cut."

He said he supports the millage because 
textbooks being used are 20 to 30 years old 
and "something must be done (repairs) with 
the buildings."

Casey said that with declining federal and 
state support there is no alternative to local 
millages.

About the request June 11, he said, "I 
sincerely hope we meet with success. 
Hastings has an enormous amount of 
money tied up in buildings that have to be 
protected."

McPhiliips said reform of the state 
system of funding is needed.

"I’m not a fan of the millage system," he 
said. “We never know from year to year 
what we're going to have "

Haywood said. "State funding only leaves

See FORUM, Page 13

Millage hike 
on Hastings 
ballot again

Hastings Area School District voters will have a second chance to approve a two-year. 
1.38-mill increase.

The proposal was voted down 1.853 to 1,245 in a special election March 26, but at the same 
time a renewal was approved by about the same margin..

The millage, if approved, would be used for textbook replacements, updating and replacing 
equipment and building maintenance.

“If that (the request for additional millage) fails, we will have to take care of things and we 
may have to cut into instructional programs,” Superintendent Carl Schoessel said before the 
March 26 election. “We can’t let roofs leak forever.”

The Hastings School Board, at Monday’s meeting, awarded a contract to a Wyoming firm to 
repair some of the trouble spots on the roofs of the high school and middle school.

Schoessel said that the money for the contracted repairs came from money that was already in 
the budget. However, he added. “Those are only a few sections of the roof that are being 
repaired; there are lots and lots of other repairs and maintenance work that are needed.”

He noted that there are more roofing repairs to be made, concrete work such as curbing and 
sidewalk repairs, as well as painting supplies and other construction and maintenance materials.

Schoessel would like to encourage voters to attend a tour of the schools beginning in room 105 
of Central Elementary School at 7 p.m. today. The tour is to show area residents why the 
schools arc asking for the increased millage.

Two other school lours have been scheduled for area residents during the past two weeks, but 
nobody has shown up for them.

Schoessel said that when the Hastings Rotarians and Kiwanians took the same lour, they said 
they were able to see and understand the need for the millage increase.

Schoessel said that after the defeat of the proposal during the last election, school officials and 
members of the millage steecring committee reported hearing continuously that people were 
upset with increases in their property assessments and didn't want to pay more.

The superintendent has pointed out that when assessments increase, the schools get more sup­
port with local dollars, but the stale reduces its help proportionately. Therefore, the schools 
ultimately do not receive any more money with the hikes in property assessments than if they 
were not increased at all.

The polls will be open from 7 a.m. io 8 p.m. Monday at Pleasantview Elementary school and 
at Hastings Middle School.

Guest librarians help celebrate anniversary
Andrew Johnson, corporate official at Hastings Manufacturing, was one of the 

guest librarians at the Hastings Public Library this week in celebration of the 
library's 25lh anniversary in its own building. Here, Johnson checks in books while 
Library Director Barbara Schondelmayer handles a telephone call. Free library 
cards for non-residenis, no fines on overdue books and free helium balloons are 
part of the occasion, which concludes June 9.

Three local residents arrested 
after robbery in Grand Rapids

J-Ad Graphics News Service 
and The Associated Press

GRAND RAPIDS - A Hastings man sus­
pected in at least four bank robberies re­
mained hospitalized Wednesday after an un­
dercover police officer on Monday shot and 
wounded him in a scuffle near a downtown 
Grand Rapids bank.

Police later arrested two additional Hast­
ings residents in connection with as many as 
six bank robberies in Kent County.

Gerald Shananaquet, 18, was in fair condi­
tion Wednesday at Butterworth Hospital fol­
lowing the Monday afternoon shooting near a 
branch office of National Bank of Detroit.

Shananaquet's brother, Larry J. Shanana­
quet witnessed the shooting from the pair's 
car and fled. He was arrested late Monday 
when he came to Butterworth to visit his 
brother.

S«« ROBBERY, Page 12
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