
News 
Briefs
Legislative Coffee 
slated for March 12

A Legislative Coffee has been set for 8 
a m. Monday, March 12, al the County 
Seat.

State Senator Jack Welborn and State 
Representative Robert Bender will be 
present to talk about any issues the 
public might wish to discuss.

The Legislative Coffee is sponsored 
by the Hastings Area Chamber of Com­
merce. The chamber encourages ail 
Barry County citizens to attend.

Middle School 
PTOtomoot

The Hastings Middle School PTO will 
hold its next meeting on Thursday, 
March 8, at 7 p.m. in Room 182.

Henry again wins 
‘Bulldofr award

Congressman Paul Henry (R-Graad 
Rapids), who represents the northern 
Wf of Barry Co«ty in the RMt Con­
gressional District, has received the 
"Golden Bulldog” award from Wat­
chdogs of the Treasury Inc.

Hairy has won the award far each 
year he has been in Coagrem.

The award is psmeatod io lawmakers 
who vote to Cut spending at leaw 75 per­
cent of the time. -

Henry scored 92 percent. Con­
gressman Howard Wolpe, who 
represents the southern half of Bony 
County in fee Third Ciweferari 
District, scored 42 percent.

Job training 
program canceled

Only five people signed up for aulo 
mechanics clasaes that were lobe offered 
free for displaced formers in Barry and 
Calhoun counties, so the sessions were 
canceled.

Joseph Rahn, executive director of the 
Joint Economic Development Commis­
sion, said that as a result, a $60,000 
grant from the U.S. Department of 
Labor will be returned and one commis­
sion office worker scheduled to oversee 
tne program will be laid off.

The program was to attempt to train 36 
people in the two counties, 21 in 
Calhoun and 15 in Barry.

Walk for Warmth 
generates $4,500

The annual “Walk for Warmth" in 
Hastings Saturday collected more than 
$4,500 and attracted 178 walkers, accor­
ding to Community Action Agency 
officials.

The fund-raising total was about $200 
more than last year's figure and the 
number of walkers exceeded the 1989 
total of 134.

More contributions are expected from 
a bake sale Sundny atOm Lady of Great 
Oak Catholic Church in Lacey.

Funds raised locaBy will stay in Barry 
County to help needy people pay their 
heating bills this winter.

Most of the walkers traveled a three- 
mile route, while a ore-mite course was 
covered by Cub Scouts and Hastings and 
Dehoa Head Start dmms.

The oldest participant again was 
retired school teacher Elizabeth Palmer 
of Middleville, who has been taking part 
in the walk faithfully for the last five

Local students 
In Citizen Bee

Hastings aad Lakewood students win 
be among 42 from 14 area Ugh schools 
who will participate in the Camoun Area 
Regional "Citizen Bee" competition at 
1:30 p.m. next Wednesday at Kellogg 
Community College in Battle Creek.

Three students were selected from 
each of the schools after local competi­
tions were held. The contest, developed 
by the Close Up Foundation in 
Washington D.C., is pattered after the 
traditional spelling bee.

Questions will be about American 
history, geography, economics, politics, 
culture and current events.

Other schools taking part in the 
Citizen Bee are Albion, Battle Creek 
Central, Springfield, Harper Creek, 
Penn field, Bronson, Eaton Rapids, 
Lakeview, Marshall, Olivet, Tekonsha 
and Waldron.

Post office 
service cut

Saturday counter service will no 
longer be available at the Woodtend Post 
Office effective March 10, according to 
Postmaster Isla DeVries.

To compensate for the cutback, the 
box section will remain open for citizens 
to get their mail from 7 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Saturdays.

No changes are planned for postal 
weekday hours.
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Auto insurance rates 
rapped at 1st Friday

Hastings principal 
enjoys her return

< See Story on Page 3

, Measles switches 
cage tourney site

. See Story on Page 10
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Vaccine shortage fuels 
problems with measles

Symptoms of the disease include a cough, runny nose, 
inflammation around the eyes, red spots in the mouth, swelling of 
lymph nodes and sensitivity to light.

J-Ad Graphics News Service
An outbreak of measles in nearby areas has 

caused concerns in Barry County, but health 
officials say it hasn't been a major problem 
here.

Nevertheless, an estimated 100 people lined 
up Tuesday at the Barry-Eaton District Health 
Department in Hastings to seek free 
vaccinations.

Pamela Groner, director of personal health 
for the health department, said the sudden 
interest in immunization has created some 
special problems.

Groner said there is limited vaccine 
available, which forces health officials to 
prioritize in giving the shots.

"It's not my ’drothers'," she said, "but when 
you have an outbreak and a shortage of 
vaccine, you have to prioritize."

She said the first choice for vaccination are 
people considered high risk, including school­
age children who have not been immunized or 
who received shots before they were 12 
months old.

Groner noted that it has been recommended 
that vaccinations be given to children when 
they are 15 months old and then a booster 
just before they go to school.

"But we don't have enough vaccine to 
implement that program," she said.

The measles situation in the area had a few 
new twists in the last week.

Raising concerns was the report that an 11- 
year-old Wayland girl died from 
complications of measles. It was also 
reported that she had not been immunized.

On Monday of this week, no fans were 
allowed to attend the district Class B 
basketball tournament game between 
Wayland and Allegan at Wayland.

The Allegan County Health Department 
issued the order to keep fans away because of 
the risk of measles, which is highly 
contagious.

Groner said it is likely that none of the 
players have the disease, but fans may be a 
different story.

"I'm sure that every kid in Wayland is 
immunized now," she said. "But the measles 
is still out in the community"

Plans called for the basketball tournament 
site being moved Wednesday to Thornapple 
Kellogg High School, where Hastings and 
Middleville were scheduled to play Allegan 
and Delton, respectively. However, there still 

were concerns that moving the games might 
bring the measles into Barry County.

Groner also noted that Hastings, 
Thomapple Kellogg and Caledonia part­
icipated in the district volleyball tournament 
at Wayland last Saturday.

As a result, health officials will search 
records of all students who went to the 
tourney and then immunize any of them who 
might be at risk.

The health department did a student record 
search at Delton a couple of weeks ago when 
there was a suspected case of measles there.

However, there have been no further 
problems reported since.

"I've been watching this like a hawk for the 
last four weeks, and it (the epidemic) has kind 
of gone around us," Groner said.

She noted there have been reports of the 
disease in Kent. Allegan and Ionia counties. 
As of this week, there were two cases 
indicated in Barry County.

The Bany-Eaton District Health Depart­
ment provides free immunization clinics

Sh MEASLES, Pagan

National labor leader visits Hastings High School

Nlneteen-month-ofd Travis Hippey of Gun Lake succeeded In being a 
brave little boy as he received his measles vaccine from Connie Miller at the 
Barry-Eaton District Health Department's Hastings office. Travis, held by 
his mother, Michelle, was one of the estimated 100 persons who went to the 
Hastings office for Immunizations on Tuesday.

Auto union chief says tough times ahead for young people
by Jeff Kaczmarczyk

Staff Writer
Owen Bieber, national president of the 

United Auto Workers, told Hastings High 
School students Monday that the heyday of 
unions is not over, it’s only just begun.

But the workers of tomorrow face tough 
times ahead, he said.

Bieber, who spoke to several classes 
Monday, was invited by Hastings senior 
Brian Gibsen to discuss the past of trade 
unions in the United States.

But Bieber came with a message about the 
future as well.

"In the 1980s it became fashionable to in­
vest in money markets and junk bonds," he 
said. "We have been living off a plastic credit 
card for the past 10 years. We have a tremea- 
i- .* deficit."

Bieber said $36 billion of the present $49 
billion U.S. trade deficit with Japan is in au­
tomobile manufacturing.

The debt will be carried on by the next 
generation of workers, Bieber told the senior 
government students.

"Our generation is not willing to pay for 
its bills," he said. "The debt is being piled on 
your shoulders. People are pushing on to you 
a debt you have nothing to do with, but you

are going to have to pay for."
He urged young people to become econom­

ically aware and politically active.
"There is no reason you should have less 

than the opportunity I had and your parents 
had, but that's what they are handing you," 
he said. "Let's decide what kind of American 
we want, for you and your children."

Gibson chose to write a paper on the 
significance of trade unions as a government 
dsn project

”1 wanted to do a big project to cap it off," 
he said.
■ So he wrote Bieber and asked him to come 
to the school and speak to the students.

"I thought it would be a good time to 
speak to the younger generation," Gibson 
said.

To his surprise, Bieber wrote back and ac­
cepted.

Bieber told the students taking government 
and social studies that unions have made a 
major impact on American society.

"Those contributions did not end in 1960 
or 1970 or 1980, and they won't end in 
1990,” he said. "Unions continue to work to 
better life for all Americans."

Trade unions were early supporters of envi­
ronmental protection, civil rights, universal 

United Aulo Workers President Owen Bieber (right) visted Hastings Monday to 
talk with Hastings High School students about the Importance of unions in 
American society. During his visl, Bieber talced with Pat Loftis (left), president of 
UAW Local No. 138 in Hastings.

medical insurance and higher education bene­
fits for middle-class Americans, Bieber said.

"We are citizens first We are workers sec­
ond," he said. "The UAW has always urged 
its members to be active in politics. We've 
always said the bread box and the ballot box 
are linked."

Bieber said the UAW was the first trade 
union in the United States to support the 
civil rights movement

"We recognized we wouldn't be a strong 
leader in the work place if we were allowed to 
divide ranks because of racial hatred," he said.

The union was a major sponsor 20 years 
ago of the first "Earth Day," an early envi­
ronmental awareness event.

"A good job at good pay is not much good 
if conditions in the outside community and 
quality of life is crummy," Bieber said.

The UAW today supports greater reinvest­
ment in American industry to become more 
competitive with foreign factories, Bieber 
said.

"In the United States, we still have short­
term investment in industry. A CEO (chief 
executive officer) has to produce every 90 
days," Bieber said. "Our competitors look at
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The interior of a Hickory Road farmhouse was gutted by fire early 
Wednesday. A woodstove is thought to be the cause. (Banner photo)

Blaze guts landmark farmhouse
by Jeff Kaczmarczyk

Staff Writer
HICKORY CORNERS - Two people 

were seriously injured in a Wednesday morn­
ing fire that destroyed a landmark farmhouse 
east of town.

Residents Michael and Sue Hall, who are 
brother and sister, escaped the blaze that 
swept the home at 2751 E. Hickory Road, 
but both suffered third-degree bums in the fire 
that broke out about 3:30 a.m.

The Halls were airlifted to Bronson 
Methodist Hospital in Kalamazoo. Michael 
Hall was listed in fair condition in the Bron­
son bum center. His sister was in serious 
condition in the burn center, according to a 
hospital spokeswoman.

A third member of the household was away 
for the night, said Hickory Corners Fire 
Chief Harry Snyder.

"(Sue Hall) had a young daughter, but we 
found out she wasn't there," he said. "That 
was a relief because I don’t think she would 
have gotten out alive."

Snyder declared the two-story, four bed­

room home to be i tout loss.
"It was one of the old landmarks around 

here," he said. "It was one of hose big old 
farmhouses."

Unknown to fire fighters, the Halls, who 
were renting the home, escaped the blaze and 
made their way to a neighbor’s home.

"It was fully involved by the time we got 
there," he said. "We thought there were two 
people inside when we got there," Snyder 
said.

"They were inside, upstairs asleep," he 
said. "They were very lucky to get out They 
were very lucky."

Arriving Hickory Comer fire fighters im­
mediately called for tanker and manpower as­
sistance from Delton and Johnstown fire de­
partments.

Freezing temperatures and icy weather 
hampered the 22 men who fought the blaze 
for about seven hours.

"Everything just froze solid. We couldn't 
even load the ladders back up on the truck. 
We are thawing out everything now," Snyder 
said. "The cold, zero (degree) temperatures - 

all there was, was solid ice. We were fighting 
the elements."

The main blaze was quickly brought under 
control, but fire fighters spent several hours 

putting out "hot spots" that flared up in the 
roof and walls.

Ambulance crew from Interlakes and Gull 
Lake were present at the scene near Trick 
Road.

The Halls were transported by ambulance 
to Gull Lake School, where the helicopter 
from Bronson was able to land.

The fire investigation continued Wednesday 
and the amount of the damages was unavail­
able. But Snyder said the wood stove in the 
living room is the likely cause of the blaze.

"I'm leaning to the wood stove," he said. 
"The way it appears, I’m almost certain that 
is the way we will write it up."

The building is owned by Matthew Peelen, 
a retired Kalamazoo physician who now re­
sides in Georgia. Recently the farmhouse was 
the site of the James Animal Clinic.
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