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Ice Fishing Fest
is this weekend

The fourth annual Thomapple Lake
Ice Fishing Festival is scheduled 1o take
place, weather permitting, Saturday at
Charlton Park.

Registration will be from 6 10 11 a.m.
at the park. Besides the fishing, activities
will include broom putting on the ice, fly
ticing demonstrations, ice skating, sled-
ding and skiing, and the contest for the
wildest fishing story ever told.

If the weather does not cooperate, the
festival will be postponed for a week.

‘Grease’ slated
for Feb. 22-24

The Hastings High School production
of *'Grease” will be held Feb. 22, 23
and 24 at the Central School
Auditorium.

The musical, a story about the ups and
downs of life in a big-city high school in
1957, is directed by Patricia LaJoye and
Mary Martha Melendy.

Heading up the cast are Geoff Gibson
as Danny, Anna Solmes and Sandy,
Barry Gibson as Kenickic and Trudy,
Cole as Rizzo. Supporting cast members
include Natye Allyn, Jenny Bender,
Lewis Bolton, Paul Buchanan, Jill
Clark, Chuck Cook, Kamell deGoa, Tia
deGoa, Kevin DeVault, Eric Gahan,
Jennie Gidley, Rachell Haas, Shayne
Horan, Tracy Kenficld, Dione Lenz,
Dana Markley, Melody Morgan and
Adelia Sears.

Tickets, at $4 for adults and $3 for
students and senior Ccitizens, are
available at the door or from any
Hastings High School choir students.

Biood drive
set at Gun Lake

A Red Cross blood bank is scheduled
for noon to 6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 20, at
the Gun Lake Community Church, Chief
Noonday Road.

School make-up
day is Monday

School will be in session at Hastings
this Monday as a make-up day, accor-
ding to Superi; dent Carl Sch 2}

Schools were called off on Monday,
Feb. 5. because of road conditions.
There originally was to be no school
Feb. 19, but it now will serve as the
makeup. e

Master plan
draft is due

The final draft of Barry County’s
masier plan for recreational oppor-
tunities was scheduled to be considered
by the Barry County Parks and Recres-
tion Board Wednesday.
t’e'l'hc il:,n‘s final draft is scheduled to

the subject of a special meeting next
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, in the
county commissioners’ room.

By completing work on the plan, the
county may be eligible for funds from
the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources, which is providing grants for
recreational improvements across the
state.

Deadline for grant application is April
1.

Bavaria topic
of travelogue

“‘Bewitching Bavaria” will be the
focus of the next travel of the
Hastings Kiwanis Club at 7 p.m. Friday.

The movie will be shown at the
Hastings High School Lecture Hall in-
stead of its usual location, the Central
School Auditorium. The site change is
necessary because of plans for the high
school’s production of *‘Grease.’

Frank Mungo will be on hand to nar-
rate the film.

Tickets are available at the door or
from any Kiwanis member.

Galliard Brass
concert is Sunday

The Galliard Brass Ensemble will per-
form in concert at 3 p.m. Sunday at the
Hastings High School Lecture Hall.

The program is being sponsored by the
Thornapple Arts Council of Barry Coun-
ty, with support from the Michigan
Council for the Arts.

The Ann Arbor-based group,
established 21 years ago, has won
critical acclaim for its live performances
and recordings. The quintet plays a
variety of styles and periods of music.

Admission is $6 per adult and $4 per
student or senior citizen. Tickets will be
available at the door
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Council says ‘no’
to propane sales
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kion stays atop
beats Saxons

slate

See Story on Page 10
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Hope board to look at
other sites, systems

by Kathleen Scott
taff

Controversy erupted here last month when

Staff Writer residents in the Cedar Creek area learned that

HOPE TOWNSHIP -- After a 4 hour the board's engineer, Louis VanLiere of

ing before approximately idk Williams and Works in Grand Rapids, had

the Hope T hip Board Monday night inpointed property along Cedar Creek as the
voted to have its engineer look into addi- primary site.

tional lagoon and discharge sites and alterna-
tive systems for the proposed Wall Lake
sewer system.

But supervisor Patricia Baker said the deci-
sion was not caused by public pressure.

"We were thinking about doing this any-
way," said Baker.

The suggested property was owned until
recently by the Cedar Creek Bible Church.
Area residents picketed the church after
Sunday service a few weeks ago.

The 37-acre plot of land has since been
purchased by four area residents.

The board has power of condemnation,

The Hope T

p board, its y, its and from the Barry-
Eaton District Health D and the M D of Natural R
ions from p who about 200.

whereby through court action it can force
property owners 1o sell land at a fair price.

"We don't want to condemn anyone's prop-
erty,” Baker said later. “We're not out to
make any enemies.”

The board, its attorney, the engineer, and

P ives from the Michi Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and the Barry-
Eaton District Health Department fielded
questions at the meeting.

Residents cited concerns about odor from

See SEWER, Page 13

County supports office paper

Topics about the environment surfaced
several times during Tuesday’s meeting of the
Barry County Board of Commissioners.

Commissioners voted to support and com-
mend a plan for recyling office paper that was
proposed by county elected and appointed
officials.

The county board also heard a proposal
from noted Grand Rapids physician Dr.
Alfred B. Swanson who asked county officials
10 take the lead in encouraging more tree plan-

in a specia! election March 26.

two questions on the ballot.

That levy expired at the end of last year.
specifically replacement of textbooks,

maintenance and repairs.
Schoessel said the renewal "is a basic

The request for the additional millage
renewal.

Two millage
face voters March 26
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The second request will be for an additional 1.38 mills for two
Superintedent Carl Schoesse! said the additional millage would cover

> operations,
furniture and equipment asd building
amount. Without it, all we would have is

cight mills allocated by the county (1o operate the schocls). We would noed that
mmjunmopeuwdmudcmyusimhl”lmnlm.'

is calculated 10 be ose year less than the

“In two years, we are hopeful that something will happen in school finance reform
at the state level,” Schoessel said. "We're trying to be responsible 10 the commusity.”
Voters in June 1989 approved an increase of a littie more than four mills. That

for for

Education, like others in many Michigan
wouid have changed the financing system

in 1990 because it is an election year, but
1991,
increase over the millage renewal amount,
living."

The board decided in January to have a
set the amount that would be requested in
effort and state aid.

action heiped restore many programs and a full day of classes, it and eliminated the
A 2 = it

'pay-to-p ip q extra-curricular
Jn the fall of 1988 there were two statewide school finance reform ballot
but both were defeated soundly at the polls. Schocssel and the Hastings Board of

school districts, backed Proposal B, which
10 put less burden on property owners and

raise the sales tax from four to six cents on the dollar.
School officials have said they are not optimistic about chances for statewide reform

they are hopeful something will happea in

Schoessel noted that the 1.38-mill increase proposal reflects less than a 4 percent

close 10 the inflation rate.

He said, “It's about a 4 percent increase, designed 10 keep up with the cost of

special millage voie March 26, but did mot
hopes of learning more about what the next

year's state budget will be. The schools are financed by a combination of Jocal millage
At the end of 1989, the total Hastings levy for general operations was 35.7797

ting, especially by school students. The matter
was referred (o the board’s County Develop-
ment Committee.

Commissioners re-elected Ted McKelvey
by roll call vote to serve as board chairman
for 1990. The board agreed to vote again for
the post afier a citizen complained that the

. 9 election had taken place by secret

ion
Hubka of Maple Grove Township
that the board had violated the Open

=
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particular purpose was proper, commis-
sioners decided to vote by roll call Tuesday
*'t0 avoid legal action and remove any cloud
over the authority’ of McKelvey as
chairman.

McKelvey originally won the office on a

See COUNTY, Page 13

Barry County Jail
overcrowded again

Eleven Barry County Jail inmates who are
not considered threats to public safety could
be released early because of overcrowding at
the facility.

On Tuesday afternoon, Sheriff David Wood
said the early release might be implemented
that day and Wednesday.

The early release 1s required by state law
when the county jail population climbs over
the 56-bed capacity for seven days. Ten in-
mates were freed in the county’s first early
release in January 1989.

Sixty-one inmates were housed at the jail on
Tuesday, Wood told the County Board of
Commissioners that same day. The jail has
been overcrowded since Jan. 26, forcing of-
ficials to use cots in temporary housing cells.

Once the capacity is reached or exceeded
for seven days, Wood is required to follow the
state’s Jail Overcrowding Act by declaring an
emergency and notifying county judges and
officials

Al that point, Wood has two weeks 1o
reduce the inmate population to 90 percent of

capacity. In this instance, the jail population
has to be lowered to 50 inmates.

Since Jan. 26, the jail population has reach-
ed a high of 65, and in recemt days has
numbered between 58 and 61.

Wood said he received a letter Tuesday
from Chief Circuit Judge Richard Shuster
authorizing the release of certain inmates,
who are not dangerous to socicty and who
have 30 days or less time to serve on their
sentences

If the jail population isn't reduced to 90 per-
cent of capacity by the end of the 14-day
period after the emergency declaration, the
act requires the circuit court judge 1o mandate
across-th d sentence reductions, accor-
ding to certain specifications.

The jail, built in 1971 and later expanded,
was designed to serve the county s needs until
1990. County commissioners now are explor-
ing ways to fund another jail expansion, and
county officials soon expect to receive final
architectural drawings for the project.

Tina Yost is
1990 Maple
Syrup queen

A 17-year-old Maple Valley High School
junior with ambitions to be a corporate lawyer
has been picked to reign over the SOth annual
Vermontville Maple Festival.

Tina Marie Yost, daughter of Patricia and
William Yost of 8511 Nashville Highway,

announcement.

Dana Cole, daughter of Gerald and Paula
Cole, was named ahernate queen. Selected to
serve on the court were Sarah Simpson,
daughter of Al and Jaynne Simpson; Beth Ew-
ing, daughter of Dick and Ann Ewing; and
Kayli Orman, daughter of Michael and
Maureen Orman. All are juniors at MVHS.

The brown-eyed, sandy blonde-haired
queen has becn involved in syrup festival ac-
tivities since she was a small child. She said it
was her childhood dream 10 be queen of the

evem.
Knowledge of maple syrup making process
is pant of the criteria used in selecting the

See QUEEN, Page 6

Tina Marie Yost, 17, of Vermontville has been
selected to reign as Mapie Syrup Queen during
the village's 50th annual Maple Syrup

Fastivai, set for the last weekend in April.
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