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Three jazz bands 
will play Monday

The Hastings. Lakewood and East 
Kentwood jazz bands will perform at 
7:30 p.m. Monday at Lakewood High 
School.

Each of the groups is expected to per­
form four of five numbers during the tri­
band concert.
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Courthouse facelift 
work is progressing

See Photos on Page 3

Local girls’ sports 
have come long way

See Story on Page 10

Radioactive site 
selection explained 

See Story on Psge 5
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Two ottha concamod ettisna m the Cedar Creak ns M Eugene Norrie 
(left) Mid Peggy Step, secretary-treasurer of the Cedar Creek Association. 
Stap holds some of the documents she has accumulated In recent weeks to 
oppose discharge from a proposed Wall Lake sewer system from entering
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Hastings, Delton students to be 
in leadership forum next Thursday

by David T.Yoaag
Editor

Sixty youngsters from Hastings High 
School and 40 from Delton will head for 
Kellogg Community College next Thursday to 
take part in a special Student Leadership 
Forum.

The conference which will take place from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Feb. IS at an auditorium and 
several classrooms on the KCC campus, will 
include five sessions with speakers, a 
students-only discussion period and a 
question-and-answer program with a reaction 
panel.

Jeanne Jarvis, assistant principal at 
Hastings High School and one of the coor­
dinators for the event, said the forum’s chief 
purpose is to promote communication bet­
ween students and school officials.

“The goal is to stimulate students and to get 
them thinking about issues in education today, 
and then to ask questions of their school of­
ficials," she said. “We want them to get com­
fortable with discussing school-related topics 
and to pose questions.”

The sophomore, junior and senior students 
from the two schools were selected 
differently.

At Delton, teachers made recommendations 
and principal James Corstange made the final 
selections. At Hastings, they were selected by 
recommendations from social studies teachers 
and from memberships in Student Council and 
other groups.

The «M0 split was done to match up stu­
dent representation with the schools’ 
populations.

The day of the forum will start with five 
presentations from guest speakers. Each stu­
dent will hear two of the five, as the 100 
youngsters will broken up into five groups of 
20.

The five sessions will be:
— “How to Make a Million. " with Preston 

Runyon, who works with an investment firm 
in Kalamazoo. Runyon will talk about how a 
student can make investments now. even 
without a full-time job.

— “Decision Making,” with Tim James, 
former prevention specialist with Barry Coun­
ty Substance Abuse Services. James, now af­
filiated with Kentwood Sales, will focus on 
critical decisions that must be made after 
graduation from high school.

— “Non-traditional Male Roles." with 
Jeff Collins, a male nurse at Metropolitan 
Hospital in Grand Rapids.

— “Non-traditional Female Roles." with 
Mamie Mills, a deputy with the Barry County 
Sheriff's Department.

— “Politics.” with Hastings Mayor Mary 
Lou Gray.

After the sessions, the students will have 
lunch and then break up again into five groups 
of 20 for discussions. The goal will be for 
rach to come up with at least two questions to 
ask of a special “reaction panel."

The panel will be made up of Corstange:

Hastings Superintendent Carl Schocssel; 
Bruce Krueger, teachers* union representative 
at Hastings; Glen Weever, president of the 
Delton Board of Education; State Represen­
tative Robert Bender; and Amy Phillips of 
Delton, student representative.

Jarvis said that not only should the students 
benefit from the exchange, but also the 
members of the reaction panel.

"It will give them (panel members) some 
real insight into how a student group is reac­
ting to issues today,” she said.

Coordinating the program with Jarvis are 
Sue Drummond and Sherry Styf of the Barry 
County Intermediate School District and 
Marie Knapp, counselor al Delton Kellogg 
High School.

Though the forum will include 100 
students, 10 of them, five from Delton and 
five from Hastings, have been working 
together on a special planning committee 
since last November.

The committee has elected Tom Wiswcll of 
Hastings as chairman. Joining him on the 
special panel are Amy Ferris. Heidi Cook. 
Julie Goff, Denise Noto and Renee Harris of 
Delton and Nick Williams. Dave Oom, Cindy 
Purgcil and Travey Keller of Hastings.

Jarvis said the planning group has done 
most of the work on preparing for the forum.

“My role is to monitor their progress and
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Cedar Creek residents 
want say in sewer plan

Early spring cleanup?
Taking advantage of unseasonably warm weather, crews from the city of 

Hastings were out cutting tree limbs along Jefferson Street Tuesday. 
Shown here is Tom Lyons raking up some of the downed branches. 
Temperatures have averaged over 10 degrees above normal highs for this 
time for year. Weather forecasters said the cool weather might return for 
the weekend.

by Eiatare Gflbert

Life for many Cedar Creek area residents 
taan’t been the same since they discovered 
that proposed plans for a sewer system three 
miles away would affect their neighborhood.

Since mid-January an energetic group of 
concerned citizens have attended meeting 
after meeting, talked to state officals, 
biologists, hydrogeologists, Michigan United 
Conservation Club officials and other 
organizations; and formally organized an 
association.

For Peggy Slap, news that the proposed 
Wall Lake sewer plan called for discharge in­
to Cedar Creek and a sewage lagoon within a 
half mile of her home has temporarily put her 
normal life on hold.

Slap, named secretary-treasurer of the 
Cedar Creek Association, even canceled a 
February vacation to slay involved with help­
ing to sort out the facts of the situation.

To stop the discharge into Cedar Creek is a 
primary concern of area residents, said Slap, 
who has been spending about 50 to 60 hours a 
week researching the proposed project with 
others to uncover facts and find out what 
rights citizens have.

“We’re not against Wall Lake having a 
sewer system,” she said. “We just feel there 
are real prudent and feasible alternatives that 
can be considered and we’re researching them 
at this time.

"We’re all for them cleaning up their lake. 
We just don’t want the trade-off to be Cedar 
Creek,” she said.

Odon from a sewage lagoon in the Cedar 
Creek area and the possibility of leakage are 
other concerns being expressed by the 
residents. Stap said.

“They do allow a certain percentage of 
leakage from this type of lagoon system,” she 
added, and residents are worried about 
laakaee affecting the groundwater supply.

"If it does leak, is it going to leak into our 
groundwater and affect our whole area? Thai 
kind of scares us,” Stap said.

Cedar Creek is a state-designated trout 
stream, she also pointed out.

“We want to keep the quality of the water 
high because of the trout."

And the official township zoning map 
designates Cedar Creek as part of a natural 
river zone district, with certain protections, 
Stap said.

According to ordinances, the township 
abides by the slate's Natural River Act. she 
said.

A large group of Cedar Creek area citizens 
is expected to attend Monday's Hope 
Township Beard meeting to express concerns 
and ask questions about the sewer project. 
They also hope to convince the board to look 
at some alternatives.

The Cedar Creek group is interested in 
seeking a good long-term solution for the best 
possible sewer system(s) for the area and 
alternatives for handling discharge, rather 
than having it flow into creeks, rivers and 
lakes. Slap said.

“We’re really thoroughly researching this 
because we want to find some good alter­
natives that will work for Wall Lake,” Stap 
said.

“You know what I’d really like to see the 
town board do? Not look at this whole project 
so short-sightedly because Barry County is a 
beautiful county with a lot of lakes. I think the 
townships need to work together for a long­
term plan.. .If they could look long term at an 
ecologically safe system that isn’t going to 
pollute all the inner streams of Michigan.

“Dilution is not the solution io pollution," 
said Cedar Creek resident Eugene Norris.

"We're researching ocher alternatives such 
as land application and spray irrigation (for 
the processed sewage). There are ocher alter­
natives without having to discharge into the 
creek,” Stap laid.

Some of those alternatives are being used 
successfully in other places, they said.

“I called the DNR and they are going to 
send me a master list of all the different 
sewage treatment plants in Michigan so we 
can investigate land application possibility and 
show where its been very successful.

Both said they wish that Hope Township 
could work with Barry and Prairieville 
townships on a sewer system that would serve 
the entire area’s needs.

"Making it a heated issue, that’s really not 
our goal at all," said Norris, who owns pro­
perty across from a site that has motived 
serious consideration for the lagoon location. 
“We just want what we feel is proper."

Both said they are concerned with what they 
call “misinformation” that has been given by 
Township Board officials. Officials since 
have corrected some of the information.
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