he 1980s A IooD
back at local history
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drive is Monday

from 1 to 6:30 p.m. Monday at St.
brose Catholic Church in Delton.

unit also will be available. Those
chance to check their progress.

take the test. Cost is $5.

from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Former senator

Hastings.
Beebe, who used 1o represemt
Dearborn area in the Michij

director of the
Outreach Center.

ed a master's degree

University.
has been involved with forster

tunities for student parents.

their own lunches.

e, 19.

for the election.
No other races are set for the

March i2.

4-H K-9 Kiub
will meet Jan. 8

For more information,
765-5307, 795-7039 or 945-4616.

Planner eyed
by Middieville

planner.

works one to two days a week
Caledonia Township.

mission chair Eldon Newmyer have

part-time village planner.

Sen. Welbom
leaves hospital

surgery.

Borgess officials

cise and diet,
Welborn will spend this
stitute in Kalamazoo.

reconvenes efier holiday break.

Fuel assistance

Appaar on Page 9

The Barry County chapter of the
American Red Cross plans a blood drive

A Red Cross cholesterol screening
took the test last May will have the
It is not necessary to donate blood to

For more information, call the chapter
at 945-3122 Monday through Thursday

Brown Bag speaker

Former Republican State Senator Lor-
raine Beebe will be a guest speaker Fri-
day at the Brown Bag Lunch and Learn
program at the Thonsas Jefferson Hall in

Senate,
will be part of a discussion on *“The
Family in Crisis"" with Sally Reams,

Community

Beebe, now lives in her mative com-
munity of Kalamazoo, where she is ac-
tive in civic affairs. She is a graduste of
Western Michigan University and carn-
in clinical
psychology from Wayne Sitate

Reames, founder and director of the
Portage Community Outreach Center,

parcnting
for the last 20 years ands is considered a
pioncer in providing educational oppor-

The “First Friday’® program, spon-
sored by the Barry County Democratic
Committee, will begin at 12:05 and con-
clude at 12:55 p.m. The Dems will pro-
vide the coffee and tea, guests may bring

Two men to run ior
Freeport president

Lyle Blough and Ken Van Tol will vie
for the office of Freeport Viilage Presi-

dent in the Republican primary election

Voters have until Jan. 22 10 register

primary.
The village general election will be

The next meeting of the Barry County
4-H K-9 Klub will be Monday, Jan. 8, at
7 p.m. at the E.W. Bliss Can Plant.
phone

The ViHage of Middleville is consider-
ing having a pan-time professional

The Personnel Committee is studying
the possibility after Village Manager Kit
Roon was contacted by Michael Vander
Ploug, who said he is interested in work-
ing part time for Middleville. He already

Roon and Planning and Zoning Com-
pressed support for the idea of having a

Michigan Senator Jack Welborn, who
represents all of Barry County, was
released last week from the Borgess
Medical Center in Kalamazoo, six days
after he under went triple bypass heart

said Welborn's
outlook is excellent because of his com-
mitment to his health. He has lost 40
pounds since last July because of exer-

week
recuperating at home and then will begin
rehabiliation at the Michigan Hean In-

The senator said he plans to be present
Jan. 10 when the State Legislature

program starting

The Community Action Agency of
South Central Michigan began taking ap-
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Karen Despres, owner of Karen's Kubby Hole, sorts.through some gift
items in her store, which is scheduled to be closed at the end of this month.

COA eyes millage to fund
senior citizen programs

by Elaine Gilbert
Assistant Editor

percent hsl year and continues to chimb. The
home

Barry County’s senior citizen s
increasing dramatically and funds to provide
services to that segment are dwindling.

Those are the two key reasons why county
voters will probably be asked to approve a
%-mill tax increase for five years for the
County Commission on Aging in the August
1990 primary election.

The millage is needed to maintain current
scrvices to an expanding base of senior
citizens, COA Executive Director Tammy
Pennington told the County Board of Com-
missioners last week.

The COA provides a variety of services,
ranging from home delivered meals to per-
sonal care, for county residents who are 60
years of age and older.

Fifty-two percent of the current funding of
the COA, which has never had a special
millage before, comes from federal funds.
State funds comprise 27 percent of the COA
budget and local funding amounts to 21
percent.

Pennington said the COA board is re-
questing that commissioners place a millage
issue on the August ballot, but doesn’t expect
the board 10 take action on the matter until
next month. She said she plans to return to the
county board in February with a proposal for
precise ballot language.

The '%-mill request is just a tentative figure
at this point, Pennington said Tuesday. She
and the COA board will make further study to
the amount of millage needed, but she said she
doubts if it would be more than %-mill.

A '%-mill would generate between
$132,000 to $133.000 of revenue for the
COA

If voters approved the millage. Pennington
said she expects the county would drop its
current $35.000 allocation and that the COA
waild be expected to pay its own local match
of about $5.000 to receive other funding. That
$40,000. plus the nearly $10.000 the COA
“overspent™” n its recent fiscal year, would
account for $50.000 of the millage revenue.

d meals prog increased by
13 percent and is cxpmcd 10 grow

**Chore service (home maintenance for
safety) demands have also increased
significantly, and all indications are that we
will be unable to meet ali the requests for
respite services in this current fiscal year,"
Pennington said.

Respite services provide relief to in-
dividuals and families who provide care 1o the
elderly in their homes, and Pennington said
COA staff should be spending more time in
these homes, but becavse of funding only
token hours of relief are provided.

Through the year 2010, according to state
figures, Barry County'’s elderly population is
expected to ‘‘increase more dramatically'
than any other county in the Southcentral
Michigan Commission on Aging’s five-
county region that includes Calhoun,
Kalamazoo, St. Joesph, Branch and Barry
counties, Pennington said.

Barry’s age 60 and over population will
grow from 7,128 in 1985 to 10,176 in the next
two decades, she told the board. The projec-
tion for the number of senior citizens in 1990
is 7,709.

The proposed millage would help provide
the COA's existing programs to more people
who need them, Pennington said.

The County Board appropriated $35.000
for the COA last year and this year. Because
of overall budget cutbacks at the county level,

county's contribution has dropped from
$50,000 in 1981 and a high of $57.000 in
1985.

“*In order to maintain existing programs,
we have to have more money in the budget, ™
Pennington told the board. **We consistently
spend more than we receive. ™

COA budgetary reserves from bequests.,
memorials and donations have helped the
COA stay in the black. Last year that reserve
amounted to more than $9.500

"By Sept. 30, 1990, we will have no add:-
tional money to dip into, she said. Without the

contractual basis for 35 hours (per week)

See COA, continued, page 9

Four downtown businesses
closing doors in Hastings

by David T. Young
Editor

With the end of 1989 has come news of
closings of several downtown Hastings
busineses.

Four stores, all in the 100 block of East
State Street, have closed or will close.

Those already calling it quits were the
Style Line at 132 E, State St. and Mode O-
Day, 108 E. State St.

Scheduled for closing Jan. 31 is Karen's
Kubby Hole, 134 E. State St. The closing
date for the Rags to Riches Boutique and
Bible Book Store, 142 E. State St., has not
been determined yet.

Owners or managers of all four shops gave
the same reason - lack of business.

Mode O-Day, a women's appare! shop,
closed its doors last Friday.

Charlene Swank, owner of the local
franchise, said corporate headquarters has
decided to close many of its local stores and
is pulling out the Hastings franchise

“They (corporate officials) said sal=s
weren't what they wanted them 10 be,” Swank
explained.

She added that the clothing business itself
hus been expcncncing difficulties, which
belpwd lead to the decision to close.

“The clothing business is tricky to start
with,” she said, "It's been down all over the
country this year. The manufacturers have
even reduced their supplies because business
is down."

Mode O-Day opened in December 1984,
with Swank leasing the store area.

She said she wasn't sure if her landlord has
iined up someone else to come into the
building space she has left vacant.

“I don't have any definite plans as yet,
cither,” she added

Mode O-Day finished with an after-
Christmas clearance sale.

“I'd like to thank all my loyal customers
for shopping in Hastings," Swank said. "I
hope this (closing) won't inconvenience
them.”

Style Line, another local fashion store,
owned by Ronald and Vera Wood, was closed
Dec 23. They could not be reached for
comment.

Nancy Edwards, manager of Rags to
Riches, said the building in which she does
business is up for sale, but the shop will stay
open until it can be sold.

Charlene Swank, owner of the local franchise for Mode 0-Day, closed the
store's doors last Friday after operating for five years.

Rags to Riches, a second-hand clothing
store, Ms been coordmnled by Recreation
ional, non-profit

capomnnn.

The shop opened in Hastings in 1982 under
the Rev. Jeff Arnett from Word of Faith
Fellowship as a used clothing store and
Christian arcade. Edwards has managed it for
the last five years and it has continued to be
supported by Word of Faith Fellowship.

Edwards said the store also has featured
knick-knacks, secular books and furniture.

"It looks 'ike a huge garage sale,” she said.

Rags to Riches also has worked closely
with Love Inc. of Barry County in helping to
provide clothes and other items for needy
families.

“We just can't make it,” Edwards said. “We

See STORES CLOSE, Page &

Nashville boy i |s New Year’s baby

Michael Lee Paisley, son of Richard and Patricia Paisley of Nashville

County's New Year's Baby for 1990

is Barry

by Kathleen Scott (Saff Writer)

A 6-pound bundle named Michael Lee
Paisley made his entrance early Tuesday mor-
ning to reign as the 1990 New Year's Baby.

Michael is the first child of Richard and
Patricia Paisley of 8678 Bivens Road,
Nashville. He clocked in at 2:48 a.m,,
weighing 5 pounds, 14 1/2 ounces and mea-
suring 18 1/2 inches.

With the birth of Michael, the year is start-
ing off better than last year for the Paisleys.
A year ago yesterday, their house caught fire
and later had to be demolished.

The Paisleys have been building a new
house at their Bivens Road farm and had put
their family plans on hold. But Michael
thought otherwise.

“We were kind of afraid he'd be born tomo-
Tow (a year after the fire)," Richard said
Tuesday.

Michael was due to be born Jan. 11, but
sdded another surprise and arrived early
Richard said he and his wife did not know
Michael was a potential New Year's baby.
And when they found out in the wee hours of
Tuesday, he said they were too tired to be 100
excited about it

“1 don't think we really cared then,’
Richard with a laugh.

said
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See FIRST BABY, page 9
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