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Teachers picket
‘Hastings board
over pact talks

J-Ad Graphics News Services

For the second time in a month, Hastings
teachers held an informational picket prior to
the start of the Board of Education meeling.

Two 1o three dozen members of the
Hastings Education Association paraded in
front of Northeastern Elementary School
with signs reading "We want a contract.”

Dozens of other staff members simply at-
tended the meeting, filling the gymnasium.

HEA President Bruce Krueger spoke to the
board on behalf of the union. He said mem-
bers were displeased that they were expected
to continue working without a bargaining

agreement.

"One hundred and forty-four days have pas-
sed since our contract expired, and more than
10 months have now been spent in the nego-
tiations process,” said Krueger. This (contin-
ues) rapidly with each: day that passes.

“Despite the board's lack of support, re-
tpec;d lnfl appleub;:tion for teachers as demon-
strated in the bargaining process, we have

* Conlifitied to perform as dedicated profession-
als in the process, gs evidenced by admini-
strators’ comments that this school year's
start was the smogthest in recent years.

“We have beedt very patient, but patience

+ ‘wears thin with time. And we have operated

Rescue workers from Hastings Mercy Ambulance, the
Hastings Fire Department and passersby carry Amanda Teadt
from her overturned truck after an accident last Thursday

under these conditions for an unreasonable
amount of time."
+ Krueger said later that the main issues pre-
venting resolution are wages and class size.
R:{presenmivu from the school board and
the HEA met Tuesday.gight. The board will
meet in closed sesion&’n%y evening.
“The board is anxious o reach a contract
agreement,” said Supt. Carl Schoessel.

In other business:

« Central Elementary fifth graders received
the first of a two-part approval to visit Henry
Ford Museum and Greenfield Village April
17 and 18, 1990.

* Mary Sonsmith, alternative education in-
structor, will be taking an unpaid leave of ab-
sence for medical purposes until Jan 22,
1990, the beginning of the second t

= Bonny Moody, a custodian at North-
eastern, has returned from an unpaid leave ¢
absence, ~—* > P - k

» 4 -
» Joan Schroeder has been appoi ir-
person of the fine arts department. /
= Judy Anderson will coach the seventh
grade volleyball team, and Lynn Fleischer
will coach the eighth grade squad. 5

Ba

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1989

* The Kiwanis Club of Hastings donated
$800 to pay for the high school's alternative

5 1,5 use of d
'f‘ﬁﬂdlng cburse ai Cifnp ‘:}mquin_ /
« The Viking-Tyden tion is donated
$2,000 worth of drafting tables to the dist-
rict.
» The Hastings Athletic Boosters Club
donated $3,956 worth of equipment and sup-

afternoon on M-43 north of Hastings. Teadt was hospitalized
at Pennock and released Sunday. Two other passengers
suffered minor injuries (Banner photo by Shelly Sulser).

Weather blamed for 38 accidents

by Jeff Kaczmarczyk
Staff Writer

Icy roads and blowing snow were blamed
for at least 38 accidents in Barry County,
causing one fatality and several injuries.

About six inches of snow fell on Barry
County Roads, leading to slippery road con-
ditions that sent cars sliding into ditches
across the county.

Wet snow collecting on overhead lines
pulled down several electrical and television
cables during the day.

At least three accidents between 5:30 a.m.
Thursday and midnight Friday led to serious
injuries, including one death.

Hastings school bus driver Barbara Rietkerk
died early Thursday morning in a three-car

ident on M-37 near Maple Grove Road.
Two others were hurt in the accident. (See
accompanying story).

Authorities blamed hazardous road cordi-
tions for the accidents that kept law enforce-
ment officials busy throughout the day.

Officials added that the first major snow
storm of the year always leads 10 a rash of
accidents.

“It seems like every year everyone needs to
learn how to drive on snow all over again,”
said Barry County UnGersheriff Jim Orr.
Shortly before 2:30 p.m., three people were

hurt when a pickup truck overturned on M-43
north of Hastings.

Amanda Teadt, 52, of Hastings, was driv-
ing north near Willitts Road when she struck
a patch of ice and lost control of her car. The
pickup crossed the road, left the west side of
the roadway and rolled over at least twice be-
fore coming to rest on its top, said Michigan
State Police Trooper Terry Klotz.

Two passersby who stopped at the scene
used a crowbar to open a jammed driver’s door
to free Teadt. She was taken to Pennock
Hospital by Hastings Ambulance and was
admitted with cuts to her face and head and
broken ribs. She was released from the
hospital on Sunday.

Passengers Albert Rauch, 68, and Edward
Zubavich, 63, both of Hastings, crawled out
of the overturned truck themselves. They were
taken to Pennock Hospital, treated for minor
injuries and released.

None of the three had been wearing seat
belts, but no citations were issued, Klotz
said.

Just after 2:30 p.m., three people were in-
jured in a two-car accident on M-37 south of
Dowling.

Philip W. Armstrong, 54, of Hastings, was
driving north when he lost control of his car
on a patch of snow blowing over the road. He

slid across the center line into the path of a
southbound car driven by Bruce T.
Vannocker, 26, of Battle Creek, according to
Barry County Sheriff's deputies.

Ar g was admil with fi at
Pennock Hospital after the accident near Groat
Road. He was released Sunday, according to a
hospital spokeswoman. Vannocker, who was
not wearing a seat belt, was treated and
released at Leila Hospital in Battle Creek

A passenger in Vannocker's car, Claude
Vannocker, 60, of Battle Creek, was treated
and released at Community Hospital in Battle
Creek. A second passenger was not hurt in
the accident.

Deputy Sheriff Lynn Cruttenden said no ci-
tations were issued.

The wet snow that collected on streets and
roads damaged several overhead lines. Workers
from Consumer's Power were summoned to
the corner of Jefferson and Marshall streets at
7 a.m. 10 repair a downed wire.

Less than an hour later, workers from Triad
Cable Television were at work on a low cable
in Hastings at Young and Green streets.

Consumers Power workers returned to
Jeffersoi and Marahiall shortly before 1 p.m.
after a fallen tree limb became caught on an
overhead wire and hung into the roadway.

(Staff Writer Shelly Sulser contributed to
this report).
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Bus driver dies in crash

by Jeff Kaczmarczyk
Staff Writer

DOWLING - Family and friends said
farewell Monday to a woman who was like a
second mother to hundreds of school kids.

Hastings school bus driver Barbara J.
Rietkerk, 55, died last Thursday following a
three-car accident on ice-covered M-37 near
her home,

Rietkerk, of Dowling, was a passenger in a
car driven by Joan B. Bair, 47, who also was
a bus driver with the Hastings Area Schools.
The two were on their way to work when the
accident took place shortly after 6 a.m.

“"When they didn't show up on time, we
knew something was wrong,” said
Transportation Director Betty Johnson. *We
lost a good friend and a good employee.”

Memorial services were held Nov. 20 at
Dowling Country Chapel with the Rev. Mary
L. Horn and the Rev. Lynn Wagner of-
ficiating.

The Hastings School Board, at its meeting
Monday night, observed a moment of silence
for Rietkerk.

“Barbara was a school bus driver for the
Hastings Area Schools for over 19 years,”
said Superintendent Carl Schoessel. "She will
¥e missed very much. She was a wonderful,
wonderful person.”

For the past 15 years Rietkerk handled the
kinderg: route at Pl iew Element-
ary School. In recent years she drove
morning, afternoon 3nd evening routes to
Pleasantview and in Hastings, covering 125
10 150 miles a day, Johnson said.

“She probably transported all the kids at
Pleasantview at one time or another,”
Johnson said. "She loved her job and she
loved kids. They were her priority.”

During the few times Rietkerk was absent,
she would leave detailed notes for her substi-
tute driver to look for a car in the driveway

Cars, pickups and vans, like this vehicle
kept police and wrecking crews busy last
fell on Barry County Roads. Police hand

injuries.

before letting a particular studeat off or 10
AR g 7N - .

waich while another crossed the street.

“She was onc of theses ladies that always
was concerned about everyone,” Johnson said.
"Kindergartners — she was like a second
mother (o them.* -

Even if she wasn't feeling well, Rietkerk
would come in rather than let someone else
drive her students.

"She felt better in bad weather getting her
kids to school,” Johnson said.

Schoessel and Johnson met last week with
kids riding Rietkerk's bus o help them deal
with the trauma of losing their bus driver.

Toh sad Rietkerk's colleag
have had a tough time since the accident.

“It's been really rough. The drivers will talk
about the good times and the memories, and
they'll all be teary-eyed,” Johnson said.

Bair was hospitalized at Pennock Hospital
with broken ribs, cuts to the head and bruises
10 her legs and back. She was Sunday and is
recovering at home.

A second driver, Laura J. Madden, 34, of
Hastings, was treated and released at Pennock
after the accident.

Authorities said Bair was driving north on
M-37 near Maple Grove Road when she lost
control on the slippery roadway. Her 1984
Buick crossed the center line and slid into the
path of Madden's southbound vehicle.

Madden's 1989 Plymouth mini-van crashed

into the passenger door of Bair's car.
Both vehicles then were struck by Jack H.
‘Woodmansee, 30, who was driving south be-
hind in a 1990 Ford pickup truck.
Woodmansee was not hurt in the accident.

Mrs, Reitkerk is survived by her husband,
Leonard; son and daughter-in-law, Jerry and
Teresa Rictkerk of Kalamazoo; daughter Gail
Rietkerk of Dowling; one grandchild; and
brother Wayne Buckland.

Burial was in Dowling Cemetery.

(Staff Writer Kathleen Scott contributed ta

this report).
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