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Voters decide Tuesday on Proposals A, B
by David T. Young 

Editor
A statewide election Tuesday, Nov. 7, will 

decide the fate of two school finance 
proposals.

Both plans would increase funding to local 
school districts, both promise an attempt to 
improve the quality of public education and 
both would increase the state sales tax.

But the simiiiarities end there.
Proposal A calls for an increase in the sales 

tax from 4 to 4 1/2 cents on the dollar to 
generate nearly $400 million in additional 
funds for schools.

Proposal B would hike the sales tax from 4 
to 6 cents on the dollar, send an additional 
$350 million to schools and use a large share 
of the increase to offset a property tax cut, 
averaging 38 percent statewide.

The proposals are being put before the 
voters after more than two years of debate 
about the school financing situation. Local 
schoolboards and superintendents have been 
urging the state to do something about the 
way it finances schools while many have 
been experiencing financial crises.

Locally, four of the five school districts 
within Barry County's borders have had to 
seek substantial millage increases in the last 
two years and two, Thomapple Kellogg and 
Hastings, went through massive budget cuts 
until voters approved the millage hikes last 
June.

Tire story is not very different throughout 
much of the state in the last several years. 
Many districts have been pleading poverty for 
some time, ultimately resulting either in 
millage increases or budget cuts.

Lawmakers in I-anting debated to issue of

Evelyn Brower

trying to help the schools last year and two 
plans came forward.

One was a proposal from a special 
commission chaired by Dr. Edgar Harden, a 
former professor and university president It 
called for a half-cent sales tax increase to 
secure financial help for the schools..

Another plan was drafted by legislators 
Glen Oxender of Sturgis and Michael Nye of 
Litchfield and it called for a two-cent sales tax 
hike and property tax cuts.

Neither proposition was able to win 
enough support in both chambers of the 
Legislature.

So last spring lawmakers agreed to put 
both proposals before the voters because the 
electorate constitutionally would have to 
approve increases in the sales tax anyway.

Many lawmakers argue that white 
Michigan's sales tax rate of 4 percent is lower 
than most other states, its property taxes are 
the five highest in to nation.

Many also argue that too many local 
school districts are straggling financially, to 
result of an inadequate and outdated state 
formula and too much reliance on local 
property taxes.

However, there is another group of Lansing 
officials and critics who say more money 
isn’t the answer to the problem and that to 
state should not raise taxes to help the 
schools, rather it should change its budget 
priorities for existing revenues.

Right now, many schools essentially are 
funded by two means, local property taxes 
and slate aid. The state aid formula gives 
schools a set amount of money, $310 per 
pupil and $83.61 per mill levied locally.

However, there are some school districts, 
like Caledonia and Kentwood in this area, 
that have strong industrial tax bases and their 
local revenue exceeds the state guarantee. 
These districts, 165 of them in the state, are 
"out of formula" and do not need or receive 
state aid.

The "in-formula" districts, which total 
more than 350 in Michigan, do not have as 
strong a local tax base and need the state aid 
support, however.

About $7 billion is spent annually on K- 
12 education in Michigan. Some local 
districts, under to current formula, spend as 
much as $8,000 per student, while others are 
able to spend as little as about $2,300.

The reason for this gap is that a mill in a 
"rich" district with a strong tax base generates 
much more than does a mill in a rural "poor" 
district

As decision day on the proposals 
approaches, there essentially three key issues 
besides to argument for giving schools more 
money. •

• One is about changing the reliance on 
property taxes and shifting burden to the sales 
tax.

■ Another is to gap in spending between 
rich and poor districts.

. • The third is about educational quality and 
toqumpbUity.
V Voters may choose to say "yes" to both 
proposals, "yes" to one of the two or "no" to 
both, If both Proposals A and B pass, the one 
with the larger number of votes will become 
law on Jan. 1,1990.

The polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Tuesday.

David Casarez Jane Barlow Lorrie Casarez

Countywide 
anti-pom 
group rallies 
in Lansing

EhteeGffiMrt
Assistant Editor

About a dozen Barry County residents 
traveled to to Capitol in Lansing Wednesday 
to join forces with other people across the 
stale in a rally to support a stronger proposed 
obscenity bill.

The proposed bill, which would make it 
more difficult to market hard-core por­
nographic materials, is currently stuck in to 
House Judiciary Committee.

Passage of to new obscenity bill would 
provide more teeth for prosecutors to enforce 
violations than to existing legislation, said 
members of to County Citizens for Decency

City election has just two contests
by David T. Young

Editor
Though perhaps overshadowed by the 

interest in Proposals A and B, there will 
indeed be a city election in Hastings Tuesday, 
Nov. 7.

What also may make this election quiet is 
that there are only two races among the eight 
possible.

The only contests are between newcomers 
David Casarez and Evelyn Brower for to 
Third Ward council seat and between 
incumbent treasurer Jane Barlow and 
challenger Lorrie Casarez. Brower and David 
Casarez will attempt to win the seat being 
vacated by Gordon Fuhr.

Running with no opposition for the other 
ctm*5! seats are Linda Watson, First Ward;

j.iaid Spencer, Second Ward; and David 
jasperse. Fourth Ward. Spencer and Jasperse 
are incumbents and Watson was the only 
candidate to file to succeed Kenneth Miller.

All council scats are four-year terms.
Mayor Mary Lou Gray is seeking her 

second two-year term without opposition, 
Clerk Sharon Vickery is running alone for 
her position and incumbents George "Buzz" 
Youngs and Gordon Ironside are alone on the 
ballot for another four-year term on the Board 
of Review.

The mayor's and clerk's terms are for two 
years, as is the treasurer's.

The following is a sketch of to candidates: 
Mary Lou Gray

Mayor Mary Lou Gray is seeking her 
second term and is unopposed on to ballot

She first first elected to a City Council seat 
in 1979 and served two four-year terms as a 
council member before running for mayor in 
1987 and taking office in January 1988.

Gray now is active with the Michigan 
Municipal League. She was elected to the 
MML's Property and Liability Pool Board of 
Directors, is a member of the MML Building 
Committee and is a member of the MML 
Board of Directors. She also was appoi Died to 

a feasibility committee for providing pooled 
health insurance.

Locally, Gray is a member of the Hastings 
chapter of the Business and Professional 
Women, serves on the Planning Commission 
and is a member of the Joint Economic 
Development Commission.

Gray said to reason she is running for her 
second two-year term as mayor is that "I'd 
like to continue my public service. And there 
are some things that we started in the last 
two years that need to be completed, things 
like the incubator project."

She added, "We have to look into revising

our master plan for the city. We have to put 
our dollars where our priorities are."

But she said she has enjoyed serving as 
mayor and looks forward to the next two 
years.

"My direction the next two years is to 
continue to maintain and expand a balance 
between fairness and frankness, sensitivity 
and credibility."

Linda Watson
A newcomer to city politics, Linda Watson 

is a real estate broker and partner in Barry 
County Real Estate with Judy Jacinto and has 
lived in Hastings all of her life.

A 1970 graduate of Hastings High School, 
she is a single parent with two daughters, 
Mandy, 12, and Heidi, 10.

Besides being a member of the Bany-Eaton 
Board of Realtors, she is a member of the 
First Presbyterian Church.

When asked why she is running for office, 
she answered, “I think people sit back and 
complain about the way the city is run, but 
they don't do anything about it. I think you 
should give something back to your 
community."

Donald Spencer
Making a bid for his first full four-year 

term as a council member, Donald Spencer 
was elected in 1987 to fill an unexpired term

of two years.
A lifelong resident of Hastings, he is the 

owner of Hastings Wrecker Service.
Spencer is chair of to Parking and Safety 

Committee for the council and of a special 
Landlord-Tenant Committee. He is a member 
of the local Veterans of Foreign Wars Post

"Fm excited about the growth of Hastings 
and surrounding five or six miles," he said 
when asked why he is running again. "The 
mall, the incubator, those are some of the 
things that are fun to work on."

Evelyn Brower
A lifetime resident of Hastings, Evelyn 

Brower is a property owner, a landlord and 
retired from Western Union, where she served 
in a management position.

Some of her current memberships include 
the Commission on Aging, the Drain 
Commission, South Central Community 
Action Agency and a committee on substance 
abuse, and she was executive director of the 
Barry County unit of the American Cancer 
Society.

She also is a member of the Hastings 
Women's Club, the Womyn's Concerns 
Network and formerly was a member of the 
Hastings Business and Professional Women.

Sm CITY ELECTION, Page 13

group who planned to participate in to rally.
“ft will help local communities to establish 

their own standards," said Joyce Kelly, 
publicity chairman of to local decency 
group.

“...Most of our 83 county prosecutors are 
hesitant to enforce to current Michigan 
obscenity law due to several areas of 
weakness,” said Bill Johnson, president of the 
Michigan chapter of to American Family 
Association, tn a newsletter to members.

Wednesday's rally was organized by 
Johnson to “make a statement" and hopefully 
prompt “legislators to sit up and take notice 
so they will put pressure on the chairman (of 
to House Judiciary Committee) to take the 
bill out of committee,” said Diane Lamphier 
who look a personal business day off work io 
attend to rally.

Last year, in to Michigan Senate, there 
was unanimous support for the tougher 
obscenity bill, but on the House side, it died in 
committee.

Lamphier, a Delton area resident who is 
treasurer of the county decency group, said 
she has been told that both the House and 
Senate would approve to bill this year if it 
can get out of committee.

"We can’t impress the importance of this 
enough upon our communities and 
legislators,” she said.

A teacher at a juvenile home in Kalamazoo. 
Lamphier said her involvement with the local 
decency group was prompted by the 
significantly increased number of teenagers 
who are at the home because of sex offense 
charges during the past four years.

See RALLY, Pag«6
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