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Sen. Carl Levin to 
vlellHaatlngs

U.S. Sen. Cm! Levin will visit with 
local residents Tuesday at an ice cream 
social sponsored by the Barry County 
Democratic Party.

The fand-raising event for Levin’s 
likely re-election bid next year will be 
held from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Thomas 
Jefferson Hall in Hastings.^

Levin, a Democrat from Detroit, has 
yet to declare himself a candidate for a 
third six-year term in the U.S. Senate. 
But Levin's political supporters have 
already raised $1.1 million dollars to fi­
nance what is expected to be a costly 
campaign in 1990.

The social will featurq a variety of ice 
cream plus seasonal fruit and other 
toppings.

The county Democrats' headquarters 
is located at the comer of Jefferson and 
West Green streets in Hastings. Tickets 
for the social are priced at $15 a piece 
and $25 for a couple.

Roddens jot ski 
ticket Issued

A jel Bkl operator *u ticketed for 
reckless bosiiog Ssturdsy while riding 
on Flee Ute.

Paul Johnson, II, of Plainwell, 
received the citation after he came loo 
dos* lo a swim raft on the lake.

Deputy Sheriff Mike Wood said two 
hoyi OU the raft said Johnson came 
wUsa 10 to 15 feet of the raft at a high 
ratsedapeod.

Wood said Johnaoa appeared to be 
trylag to spray the boys with water 
w»*e jetski.

A Odcago aatbre operating a motor 
boat oaOaa lake Friday was arrested 
for operetta, under the influence of 
■Wibni'rffrSrhtf was stopped because of 
a bfx*M stern . «

leases A. Stichnoth, who said be 
dtdak kaev he naodad a stare light, was 
fW » kU 31at Mtthdiy by the 

Marti* Oivlsioo 
aear Haatiags Poiat.

Stkhaoth told authorities be was 
looking for tea place he waa viaitin, oo 
the chameiaeer Joy Road.

After aaklag SUchaoth to recite the 
alphabra wid ceeatheikwariti from 100, 
saOnritlet towed Ha boat to shore. 
Deputies naked him to perform a few 
more dexterity tests before taking him 
tatocwtody.

Deptty Eldon Willard said Stichnoth 
rrgiiirand .13 percent on a preliminary 

breatiulyter test administered by 
Michigan State Police summoned to 
the acene. Authorities confiscated two

Deputies said Stichnoth also was 
warned on a felony warrant in Barry 
Gouty for failure to return rented 
ptoperty.

vice. AD other scheduled Sunday con-

Helen M. Beukema was treated at 
Bronson Methodist Hospital in 
Kalamazoo after the accident last

A witness said Beukema appeared to 
have fallen asleep just before the 4:45

trough May. 1990 will take place al 
7:30 p.m. Admission is free.

Asteep at wheel 
leads to crash

A 69-year-old woman was hurt last 
week near Delton when die ran off the

Deputy Sheriff Rojjen Abendroth said 
Beukema’s husband reported that her 
physician had just increased her 
medication. The medicine, coupled with 
lack of sleep and Jhe heat, caused her to 
done off behind the wheel.

Beukema, of Delton, was driving 
north ba M-43 at Pine Lake Road when 
she crossed the center line of M-43 
drove across Pine Lake Road, and r**- 
into a swampy area off of the roadur./

The car struck a large tree, continued 
north and hit two more trees before 
coming to a stop.

She was wearing a seatbelt at the 
time of the accident.

Concert sat at 
Hastings Church
na Hrat Dated Methodist Church in
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Courthouse work begins
Restoration work on the Barry County Courthouse has begun, with sheet 

metal workers re-lining rusted out gutters and carpenters replacing rotted 
wooc . ^derneath on the roof sub-surface. Major roof work will be done in 
thespring instead of this fall, as originally scheduled. The project includes 
thjHnstallatlon of an elevator and remodeling of the interior third and fourth 
floors which are now attic areas. Plans call for all the work to be completed 
by^nid-June, 1990. All Barry County property owners will be paying for the 
prefect with a 10-year millage levy that will start Dec. 1. County Coordinator 
Judy Peterson said the 1989 millage rate is anticipated to be under 0.349 
mills.

Wheels in motion to 
expand county jail

by Elaine Gilbert
A 90-bed expansion of the Barry County 

Jail may become a reality if the County 
Sheriff’s Department can obtain a state grant 
for architectural work and the County Board 
of Commissioners can come up with a viable 
plan for financing construction.

Commissioners will not ask the public for 
additional taxes to pay for the jail addition, 
said Commissioner Orvin Moore, chairman 
of the board's Central Services Committee.

Housing inmates from other counties is one 
way that might help pay for the structure, 
Moore said. Serious overcrowding conditions 
exist in neighboring county jails, be noted.

“We are not in a critical position now, but 
we're looking at six to 10 years from now," 
Moore said. "We don't sec the problem (of 
overcrowding) going away.’’

The Barry County .’ail has a current capaci­
ty of 56 beds and the average daily inmate 
population has exceeded the capacity many 
times in the last several years.

"Once you have overcrowding, it gradually 
gets worse. If we can allieviate that problem 
at someone else's expense, other than Barr/ 
County’s, we can feel we’ve accomplished 
something for Barry County,*’ Moore said.

Barry does not have any commitments from 
■ether counties to house prisoners, but 
Representatives of two other counties have ex­
pressed an interest when the expanded * 'facili­
ty is readily available." he said.

The county hopes to get a $70,000 grant 
from the Michigan Department of Corrections 
to pay architectural and correctional con-

The heavy line drawing shows the proposed addition to the Barry County 
Jail, in relation to the existing structure.

suitants to draw up construction plans for the 
jail expansion, Moore said.

The grant is in the process of being approv­
ed and the outcome "looks promising." he 
said.

“The state looks favorably on counties ex­
panding jails."

If construction grant funds become 
available, the county plans to apply for them, 
he said.

Costs for building the addition are not 
known at this time, nor is a date for possible 
construction, Moore said. Estimated costs can 
be obtained after architectural drawings are 
completed, he added.

Moore said commissioners are proceeding 
cautiously with the plans.
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City moves ahead on new mall
by Jeff Kaczmarczyk

The Hastings Planning Commission gave 
preliminary site plan approval Monday to the 
developer hoping to bring a K mart and a 
host of other stores to a proposed shopping 
mall on West State Street

But disagreements between an official of 
Centres, Inc. and planning commission 
members over three details of the plan put fi­
nal approval on hold for two more weeks.

Centres Vice President for Engineering 
Jeffrey Grahl was hoping for final approval 
Monday for plans to build the 150,000 square 
foot strip mall.

But commission members - who were see­
ing the designs for the first time Monday - 
went page-by-page through the plans, ad­
dressing a lengthy list of concerns prepared

by city officials and a planning consultant re­
tained by the city.

By the end of the 2 1/2 hour meeting, 
Grahl and commission members reached 
agreements on most of the concerns, but 
three remaining concerns led the commission 
to delay final approval.

Still, commission members remained op­
timistic that final approval would be given at 
a special meeting scheduled for Aug. 21.

"This is the largest project we’ve ever 
looked at, and we're trying to move as quick 
as we can," said chairman Dave Jasperse.

Issues yet to be resolved include:
■Sidewalks. City officials want a sidewalk 

on West State Street running the length of 
the mall. Grahl said Centres would oppose a 
sidewalk.

•Landscaping. The city wants one tree 
planted 40 feet across the rear of the property 
and one tree every 80 feet across the front 
The developer wants fewer trees spread across 
the property.

•Stop sign. A sharp corner at the 
northwest end of the mall has a blind spot 
that could cause pedestrians to step into 
traffic while coming around the corner from 
the front of the mall to die west side. The 
city would like something other than a stop 
sign installed.

Despite the three remaining concerns, 
Grahl and city officials reached consensus on 
a wide range of issues from storm sewage and 
grading to the use of sublots dong State and 
Market streets that will be developed at a 
Into-date. Spe NEW MALL, page 3

Cement truck overturns, 
narrowly misses big plunge 

by Jean Gallup

A cement truck loaded with about 28,000 
pounds of cement went off the side of a 
gravel road north of Middleville Tuesday 
evening, resulting in considerable damage to 
the truck but no injuries to the driver.

Jay Allen was driving the truck owned by 
Sterk Brothers Quality Concrete of 
Wyoming, to a construction site about 2

Workers from Bud’s Wrecker Service carefully ananyze the situation before hooking cables and chains to the 
cement truck laying on its side along the narrow gravel road.

miles past the intersection of Garbow and 
Robertson roads when the accident occurred.

Barry County Sheriffs Deputy Ted 
DeMott reports that Allen pulled over to the 
side when another vehicle came around the 
curve. The shoulder was soft and he was 
unable to pull it back on to the road and the 
truck eventually rolled over on its side.

The cement truck went over the side of a 
drop off along the narrow gravel road where 
two trees stopped it from falling about 100 
feet further to the bottom of the hill.

Bud's Wrecker Service of Grand Rapids 
sent two wreckers to the scene where the 
crew worked more than two hours to bring

the heavy truck back up onto the roadway.
The Middleville/Thornapple Township 

Fire Department responded to the call as well 
as the Freeport Fire Department.

Garrit Sterk, dispatcher with the cement 
company, said they will not be able to 
assess the amount of damage to the truck 
until it has been put back on the road.

"We don’t really know the damage done 
yet, but a brand new unit like that one will 
run about $130,000," he said.

Allen, who has been a driver for Sterk for 
over five years, was wearing seat belt at the 
lime of the accident.

More than an hour of work starts to show results as the cement truck is 
very slowly being righted and pulled back onto the roadway.
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