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Ann Ainslie

merchants to display merchandise.on the 
streets during the annual Summerfest 
celebration Aug. 25 and 26. Approval also 
was given for a Summerfest horseshoe 
tournament at Fish Hatchery Park.

But some council members expressed 
concern about electrical wires on the ground 
at the annual summer celebration.

Newest deputy 
is a woman

In the most recent mid-term board resigna­
tion by Richard Shaw some four years ago, 
Hoekstra said the committee collected a doz­
en or so names of people who had run in re­
cent elections, and those who were "interest­
ed, involved and knowledgeable" of the 
school system. The panel then narrowed the 
number of potential candidates before sub­
mitting any names to the board.

Although the entire board will hold a spec­
ial meeting Tuesday, Aug. 1, to discuss bids 
on a roofing project, Hoekstra said she does 
not anticipate that the committee will have 
met by that time.

Egg-citing’ business 
in Lake Odessa

Hutlngs Director of PubSc Works Mke Kiovanich (second 
from left) and workers survey construction on the parking lot 
on Court Street behind J.C Penney, east of Jefferson 
Street. Despite the heat, work Is moving ahead on paving city

Nashville man receives thanks 
for saving motorcyclist’s life

Paving of parking lots expected 
to be done before SummerFest

award to Ottier.
Lawrence said he was equally grateful for 

the care he received from the Sheriffs 
Department, from Hastings Ambulance and 
from Pennock Hospital.

"I’ve never been in the hospital before, but 
I give all the people in Pennock, in the sec­
ond floor, the greatest credit for taking care of 
me," he said.

Lawrence spent four weeks at Pennock, 
where he underwent surgery twice to repair 
the damage to his leg.

Lawrence said he's not o.uite back to work 
yet at, but he's getting around on crutches. 
The only sore spot is he hasn't heard from 
the woman whom pqlice say caused the acci­
dent when she made a left turn into the path 
of Lawrence and a friend who were riding 
west on Gun Lake Road.

“One of the sad things is the woman who 
hit me never called. Not even a card or any­
thing," he said.

Deputies said Rita May Neal, 34, of 
Delton, received a citation for careless driving 
for her role in the accident.

Yet despite the loss of the limb, Lawrence 
said he's taking the injury as well as possi-

by Kathleen Scott
Less than two weeks after former Hastings 

Board of Education President Ann Ainslie 
handed the gavel over to her successor, she 
resigned from her board seat.

The new board president, Diane Hoekstra, 
last week received a two-paragraph letter 
from Ainslie, 37, who wrote that she and her 
family would be moving to Bloomfield 
Hills. Ainslie said her resignation would 
take effect Aug. 8.

Although Ainslie's home was up for sale 
in early spring, she said in a March 29 in­
terview that her plans would not affect the 
June 12 annual school election. The final 
filing date for candidates running for that 
contest was April 10.

"Nothing that's going to happen is going 
to affect the June election," said Ainslie, 
who, until recently, had worked as a speech 
pathologist with the Barry Intermediate 
School District

AinJie's resignation from the BISD was 
accepted at its July 12 meeting, and her 
resignation from the Hastings school board 
followed about a week later.

Both resignations were within a week and 
a half after the newest board member, Colin 
Cruttenden, officially joined the panel.

In the March telephone interview, Ainslie 
said she did not know when her family 
would move. She said she would wait until 
she found a new job on the east side of the 
state. Her husband, Larry, is an attorney 
with Chrysler Corporation in Highland Park.

"Essentially, I plan to fulfill my responsi­
bilities for as long as I am able to do so," 
the Hastings native said then.

She said Tuesday that she has not yet ac­
quired a new job.

The former Ann Ironside attend the Uni­
versity of Michigan, where she earned her 
bachelor of arts degree in speech and hearing 
science. She later received a master’s degree 
in speech pathology.

She was elected to the board in 1984, 
when she was 31 years old, and most recent­
ly served two consecutive years as head of 
the board.

The board will have 20 days after Ainslie's

parking lots. The lot behind J.C. Penney is expected to be 
paved early next week. But one block over, the parking lot 
and alley behind the Hastings Public Ubrary are expected to 
be completed this week.

"I have my moments,” he said. "But it 
takes a lot more than this to gel me down. I 
could have been scarred and scabbed. It could 
have been a lot worse."

by David T. Young
Director of Public Services Mike 

Kiovanich told the Hastings City Council 
Monday night that the paving and 
landscaping projects for four parking lots 
downtown should be completely finished by 
September.

Kiovanich said the paving for all of the 
loti is expected to be finished before the 
Summerfest celebration in the last weekend 
of August

The paving and landscaping project is the 
result of a plan submitted earlier this year by 
the Downtown Development Authority.

The overall cost, which had been 
estimated at $380,000, will be picked up by 
tax increment financing rather than any new 
tax dollars. Under that creative financing 
system, whenever improvements are made in 
a designated downtown development district, 
the extra revenue generated through increased 
assessments is captured by the DDA.

Approval for the DDA projects was 
granted earlier this year by the council.

In another matter at Monday's council 
meeting, approval was granted to local

resignation to fill the vacancy, or else the 
BISD is given responsibility to fill the post, 
said Hastings SupL Carl Schoessel.

Three of the four members on the board’s 
executive committee - Hoekstra, Vice Presi­
dent Michael Anton, Secretary Patricia 
Endsley ind Treasurer Lany Haywood - will 
meet to discuss a new appointment, said 
Hoekstra.

"We should try to eliminate this as much 
as possible," maintained Mayor Mary Lou 
Gray.

Council Member Kenneth Miller said the 
wires generally are all over the city streets 
during Summerfest. "It's a common 
practice," he said.

The council voted to grant the Hastings 
Area Chamber of Commerce's request for 
merchants to display merchandise outdoors, 
but decided to ask the Chamber to supervise 
use of extension and electrical cords.

Pete Tossava brought the request for 
permission to have the horseshoe 
tournament at Fish Hatchery Park. He said 
there will be a $3 entry fee for each 
contestant and much of the cost to enter will 
be used to go toward prize money.

Youthful JubUee* 
condudM Friday

Tte final la a series of three 
“YoufiM JaNtoa” concerts tkto som- 
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by Jeff Kaczmarczyk
Ed Lawrence may have lost part of leg, but 

he hasn't lost his sense of humor.
Nor has he forgonen to take time to thank 

the man whom police say saved his life.
Lawrence, 44, gathered with family and 

friends at the Barry County Sheriffs 
Department Wednesday to thank Ron Ohlcr, 
who came to the rescue after Lawrence was 
hurt June 10 in a car accident on Gun Lake 
Road.

The Lansing resident was riding his motor­
cycle west of Hastings when he was struck 
by a turning car on Gun Lake Road.

Toppling off his bike and sliding into a 
ditch in front of Bob's Gun and Tackle, 
Lawrence had his left leg tom off below the 
knee.

“I didn’t even know what hit me," 
Lawrence said. "When I came to a halt, I was 
on my stomach, and I tried to raise my self 
up and I saw my leg."

"And 1 thought I'm in a whole mess of 
trouble," he said.

That's when Ron Ohler stepped in to lend a 
hand.

Ohler, 27, was test firing a gun al Bob's 
when he heard something behind him.

“Out of the comer of my eye, I saw some­
thing go flying," Ohler said.

He had turned to see two motorcycles lying 
on the road, a ’ruck turned up on its side and 
a car sprawled across the roadway.

Nashville resident Ron Ohler (left) has received a lifesaving award from the Barry 
Count” Sheriff's Department for administering first aid to Ed Lawrence (right) after 
Lawrence was injured in a motorcycle accident west of Hastings in June. 
Lawrence, of Lansing, lost part of a leg in the accident, and authorities said he 
might have bled to death if Ohler hadn't provided timely assistance.
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Some winners 
at county fair

lost." . ,
Ohlcr was more modest about his role in

the accident
"All I had was First Aid in the Boy 

Scouts," he said. "I never did get the Merit 
Badge. I wasn't even sure that I was perform­
ing the pressure point correctly."

But authorities said what he did was good 
enough to get the job done.

"When an officer gets to the scene and secs 
someone there, he feels a lot better," said 
Undersheriff Jim Orr, who presented the

"People were already gathered around the 
car and the pickup," he said. "No body was 
by Ed's motorcycle, so I went up to see what 
I could do."

At a glance, the Nashville resident could 
see that Lawrence was beginning to bleed 
heavily from his knee, where three to four 
inches of bone were sticking out of 
Lawrence's leg.

"I could see the leg was badly hurt," Ohler 
said. "I applied pressure and waited and waited 
and waited.”

Gripping the artery to stop the flow of 
blood, Ohler waited until police and ambu­
lance workers arrived minutes later. It may 
not have been long, but authorities agreed 
that those crucial minutes of pressure proba­
bly kept Ohler from bleeding to death.

"They did lose me in the emergency 
room," Lawrence said. "They had to resusci­
tate me in the ER because of the blood I

Tossava said the same kind of tourney has 
been held annually in Delton for the last 10 
years and there was an average of 30 to 40 
people participating in those competitions.

The council also agreed to have City 
Attorney James Fisher draft a letter that 
accepts Rutland Township as a customer for 
the extension of city sewer and water service.

The township earlier had requested the 
letter, which makes the statement contingent 
on the city and township reaching an 
agreement on the service.

Council members also said they would 
like to have a city committee meet soon 
with Rutland officials to discuss progress in 
the talks for a water and sewer extension 

agreement
In other business Monday, the council:
• Denied a request from the Hastings City 

Band for an increase in annual financial 
support from $1,000 to $1,500.

Council Member William Cusack said the 
City Band's request came in after the 
1989-90 budget had been set. He

Ann Ainslie 
resigns school 
board position
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