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Middle school 
open house set

Parents of Hastings Middle School 
students will be able to attend class with 
their youngsters, join them for lunch, 
take a tour of the building and share a 
cup of coffee with members of the PTO 
at an open house Tuesday, March 14.

The open house is part of the school's 
participation in National Middle Level 
Education Week, March 12 to 18, which 
focuses on middle school and junior high 
education across the country. This is the 
first year the Hastings Middle School is 
taking part in the celebration, said 
Principal Jerry Horan.

"We just hope to let parents know 
what's going on in school," said Horan. 
"A lot of them don't know what goes on 
during school days. Middle school stu­
dents are just a whole different group of 
kids and we want parents to see what a 
school day is like for the students who 
are 11 to 14 years old."

Horan said parents are encouraged to 
attend as few as just one or as many as 
all six of their childrens* classes. Lunch 
will be available to all of the parents 
who are interested.

The BETA club will give tours of the 
school, and the Parent-Teacher Organiza­
tion will hold a reception.

Wolpe to join 
Levin at dinner
Third District Congressman Howard 

Wolpe will join U.S. Senator Carl Levin 
as speakers for the Barry County 
Truman-Johnson Dinner Saturday, 
March 18.

Levin, now completing his second 
term as a U.S. Senator from Michigan, 
is a member of the Armed Forces Com­
mittee that recently dealt with the 
nomination of former Senator John 
Tower as Secretary of Defense.

Wolpe. who like Levin was first 
elected in 1978, represents the sujthem 
half of Barry County, including the 
townships of Orangeville, Hope. 
Baltimore, Maple Grove, Prairieville, 
Assyria, Johnstown and Barry.

The Truman-Johnson Dinner, which 
will start at 7 p.m. March 18 at the 
historic Thomas Jefferson Hall in 
Hastings, is the oldest continuous 
Democratic Party dinner in West 
Michigan, according to County 
Democratic Party Chair Bob Dwyer.

Ticket reservations may be made by 
calling Audrey Thomas at 945-3791 or 
by contacting any Democratic Executive 
Committee member.

Computer stolen 
from closed firm

A computer and computer equipment 
were reported stolen Friday from 
Hastings Building Products.

An older model Apple computer and 
keyboard and a computer printer worth 
an unknown amount of money were 
found missing Friday morning from a 
table near the front door in tht office.

Hastings Police Sgt. Lowell Wilde 
said the burglar ripped a telephone cord 
out of the wall in the office, but the 
phone itself was not removed from the 
building at 429 S. Michigan Ave.

An employee also told police that a 
box of computer disks may have been 
stolen from the office in a separate inci­
dent on Friday morning.

Police believe the burglar entered the 
building through the front door between 
3:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday morning 
to remove the computer equipment.

An unlocked metal safe cabinet was 
opened, but nothing of value was stored 
in the cabinet and nothing was removed.

A shipping clerk told police little else 
of any value was in the building because 
the contents are being removed now that 
the building has been put up for sale.

The 42-year-old aluminum company 
was purchased by the Florida-based 
Worldmark Corporation in May 1986. 
In September, the remaining members of 
the workforce were permanently laid off 
and the building was closed.

Teen steals lock 
to prevent thefts

A teen who said he was tired of having 
things stolen out of his school locker was 
arrested Friday for shoplifting a 
padlock.

The 14-ycar-old was arrested by 
employees at Felpausch in Hastings after 
he was said to have pocketed a Master 
brand padlock and key worth $5.99.

Hastings police said a store employee 
watched the teen put the lock in his 
pocket and walk out of the store.

When the employee confronted him 
outside the store, the teen resisted. A se­
cond employee helped handcuff the teen, 
and he was brought back into the store.

Police Patrolman Al Stanton said the 
seventh grade student told him that 
things were being taken from his school 
locker, and he needed a lock to prevent 
his belongings from being stolen.

The teen was released to the custody 
of his mother and the matter was turned 
over to the juvenile division of Barry 

k County Probate Court.

Accidents abound 
on icy Saturday 

See Story, Page 2

Women’s club has 
tea for seniors
See Story and Pictures, Page 9 7

Longtime officer 
to call it quits

See Story, Page 2
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Voters may decide fair rezoning issue
"We’re not against the 4-H 
or thefair, we just don’t 
think they need to rezone. ”

Denny Chase

by David T. Young
The Barry County Agricultural Society's request to 

rezonc a parcel on M-37 to accommodate the new fair 
site eventually may be decided by Rutland Township 
voters.

Karin Deutschler, a member of a loosely-knit 
citizens’ committee, has vowed that if the Rutland 
Township Board formally approves the request April 
5, as is expected, a petition drive will be started to get 
the question on the ballot n the form of a referendum.

At issue is the Fair Board's request to have a 
160-acre parcel near M-37 Auto Pam rezoned from 
agriclutural to commercial. Thus far, township of­
ficials have appeared to be receptive to the request, but 
some citizens are not.

If the “Committee Against Rezoning* * comes up 
with at least 67 valid signatures within 30 days of 
rezoning approval and presents the petitions to the 
Township Board, an election will have to lie held to 
decide the issue.

Th? figure of 67 was determined by a law that says 
that at least 8 percent of those who cast votes for 
Governor (in this case, in the 1986 election) must sign 
the petitions in order to force the referendum.

Barry County Clerk Nancy Boersma said 836 voters 
in Rutkod Township cast ballots lor the office of 
Governor id the last “off-year” etectioa.

Bocrsma confirmed that she had received phone calls 
last week from DeuLschler, who was inquiring about 
procedures necessary to force the voce.

The possibility of a referendum follows two 
meetings in the township last week, where a number of 
people opposed to the rezoning voiced their protests.

Despite the vocal opposition at a meeting Monday, 
Feb. 27, members of the Planning and Zoning Com­
mission voted 4 to 0 to recommend the Township 
Board approve the rezoning request.

Two days later, die Township Board members were 
presented with the request and recommendation. In 
from of another vocal group of those opposed, the 
members set in motion the process that will formally 
adopt the rezoning on April 5.

The property, located on M-37 near Irving Road, 
about four to five miles north of Hastings, now is own­
ed by Gordon. George and Gary VanElst. It is next to 
property already zoned commercial, the M-37 Auto 
Parts business.

The citizens' group members say they are not oppos­
ed to the fair coming to the site, but they do not like 
having the parcel rezoned commercial, which they say 
would expose the area to a number of undesirable 
possibilities, such as outdoor rock concerts, tractor 
pulls, open flea markets and harness racing events.
“We're not against the 4-H or the lair,” said Denny

Chase, a member of the group. “We just don’t think 
they need to rezone.”

Deutschler said the fair could operate under 
agricultural zoning for most of the year and get tem­
porary variances during special events, such as the fair 
itself.
“Under commercial zoning, they (the Fair Board) 

would have no restrictions on noise and times (that 
events would have to be concluded).” Chase said.

Deutschler said she didn't believe township officials 
are aware about how much more police and fire protec­
tion a new fair facility would require from the 
township.
“Our community just isn't big enough to support 

wha» could follow the commercial development that 
could follow.” she said.

Deutschler also said she feared the potential results 
of the township losing control over what could happen 
in the future.

“If the fair didn’t attract enough people and decided 
to move elsewhere and put the property up for sale, 
anyone could come in here.” she said.

There also were contentions that the fair coming into 
the M-37 site would cause tremendous increases in 
traffic, create noise nuisances for nearby residents and 
spoil what has been historic agricultural land for many 
years.

The informal citizens’ group has hired an attorney, 
Rick Cassard of Warner, Norcroff and Judd of Grand 
Rapids. Deutschler said that Cassard specializes in 
zoning laws.

Cassard's fees right now arc being paid by five 
families in the citizens' group.

According to Deutschler. the petition drive cannot 
begin until the rezoning request formally has been 
adopted.

She said that Rutland Township Attorney Linda E. 
Thompson of Kalamazoo has confirmed that nothing 
has been adopted officially as yet.

However, Rutland Township Supervisor Bob Ed­
wards said that it is not true that the Township Board 
tabled the request at its meeting last Wednesday night.

Edwards said the beard “continued it forward in its 
process toward final adoption.”

Sh REFERENDUM, Page 2

DDA to present amended plan to council
The Hastings Downtown Development 

Authority will submit an amended 
development plan to the City Council March 
27.

The new plan, approved for 
recommendation Tuesday night, reflects the 
expanded DDA district in the city, which 
received the council's blessing earlier this 
year, and it includes two additional projects 
to the plans for improvements of four

- ng lots.
The original DDA long-range plan was

fire station, the Elks Lodge, on Court Street 
and near the library.

Costs to improve the four lots have been 
estimated at more than S380.000.

Added to this project list were projects 
involving the reconstruction of Apple Street 
from Michigan to Broadway and the 
improvement and widening of the street alley 
from Church to Jefferson at an estimated 
combined cost of $146,000.

The total lab for all projects thus far, 
including those already completed and

tax increment financing. Under that system, 
the money from increased value of properties 
within a DDA district are captured by the 
DDA and used for the projects.

DDA Board members stressed that there 
are no new or additional taxes assessed 
against businesses and industries located 
within the district.

The amended DDA plan estimates tax 
increment revenue at $93,000 in 1988, 
$115,000 in 1989 and $223,000 in 1990. By 
the year 2000, the projection is nearly

Home Show opens...TODAY!
Vinyl replacement windows and doors will be the focus of Pinecrest’s 

booth (top photo) at the Hastings Home Show, which opens today. Getting 
the display ready are Jon Beckner (left) and Dan Heisler. Below, Ken Miller 
(left) and Steve Carter work to get the booth set up for Absolute Cleaning's 
display. For details about the ahow, turn to page three.

Hastings Schools get local suggestions 
about questions for education survey

by Kathleen Scott General
A relatively low turnout of Hastings resi­

dents Monday evening resulted ic numerous 
suggestions for the upcoming survey con­
ducted by Hastings Area Schools

A cross-section of more than 160 people 
were invited to attend the meeting at the 
high school. Business leaders, elected city 
and county officials, law enforcement offi­
cers, union leaders, service club presidents, 
professionals, Key Communicators, the 
school’s Committee of 33 and members of 
the millage committee were among those 
invited to the brainstorming session.

Supt. Carl Schoessel explained the sur­
vey and solicited suggested quesdons from 
the 16 people in attendance.

The survey, being underwritten by area 
individuals and businesses, will be conducted 
this month by the Center for Social Re­
search at Western Michigan University.

Using a scientific process, the telephone 
survey's objective is to determine what local 
residents want from the district The school 
board can later use that information in deci­
sion-making, explained Schoessel.

Some questions will be open-ended, he 
said, allowing for a variety of answers, while 
others will be yes-or-no type or multiple 
choice questions.

Questions regarding age, whether or not 
the person being surveyed is a parent and 
how old his or her children are, will also be 
included to set groups apart and help categor­
ize the information, he said.

The data will be broken down in any way 
the board requests.

Questions suggested at Monday's meeting 
include:

• Does one jingle issue bother you?
• How serious is the school's financial sit­

uation?
• Can the district provide a quality educa­

tion program in a five-hour day?

Finances
• How did you vote on the last millage? 

Why?
■ Does another millage stand a chance of 

passing?

• How do you think millage increase pro­
posals can be passed?

• Would you like to see a menu-type mil­
lage, where transportation, academics, co~ 
curricular activities and other parts of the ed­
ucation program are listed on different prop­
osals?

• Should the district continue to operate 
on the same level. If not, where should the 
next cuts be made?

See SCHOOL SURVEY, Page 3

approved in 1986, when the appointed group 
spearheaded the effort to tube Fall Creek and 
effect utility relocation from Court to Center 
streets. The cost of those two projects was 
about $149,000.

Since then, the DDA has submitted plans 
for a project to renovate and improve four 
city parking lots, including the areas near the

administrative costs, was estimated at 
$900,000.

The DDA Board also decided to set its 
maximum indebtedness at SI.5 million, 
which includes projects that have not yet 
been started.

The money for the improvements, repairs 
and renovations will continue to come from

$630,000.
The amended plan first will be read at the 

Hastings City Council meeting Mtrch 27 
and n public hearing is expected to be 
scheduled for April 24. After the hearing, the 
council is likely to either adopt or reject the 
proposal.

Motivated to excell...
Internationally recognized keynote speaker Dan Clark addressed 100 

parents end youngsters Tuesday night in the Hastings High School gym. 
Clark spoke on the need for self-discipline, the need to be recognized and 
the power of positive thinking. For more on Clark’s 70-minute talk, turn in­
side to page three.
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