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JEDC meeting
is rescheduled

The reguiar meeting Feb. 8 of the
Joint Economic Development Commis-
sion has been rescheduled for Thursday,
Feb. 16, at 7 p.m. in the City Hall,
Council Chambers, 102 S. Broadway,
Hastings.

Delton woman
hurt in crash

A Delton woman was_slightly hurt
Monday evening when she lost control
of her vehicle and struck a tree on
Kingsbury Road.

Barry County Sheriff’s Sgt. Mike
Lesick said Valerie J. Norris, 20, sought
her own treatment after the accident near
Harrington Road.

Lesick said Norris was driving north
on Kingsbury when she encountered a
southbound car that she said appeared to
be driving across the center line.

Norris veered to the right and caught
some slush on the edge of the roadway.
She lost control of her pickup truck,
crossed the road and drove down an em-
bankment and into three trees.

Lesick said Norris, of 3105 W. Dowl-
ing Road, was wearing a seatbelt at the
time, but she received a citation for
speeding.

Burglars strike
home at noontime

A three-man team of thieves struck a
Hickory Comers home Monday in a
noontime burglary that cost the owners
$1,500 in stolen appliances,

Burglars pushed and kicked on the
front door of the home until the door
Jjamb itself gave way, said Barry County
Deputy Sheriff Ted Deliott.

The burglars removed a Sharp
videocasseite player, a Pioneer sterco
turntable and a Sony AM/FM stereo
receiver.

Several other drawers and doors were
opened in the house, but nothing clse
was reported missing.

A 15-year-old neighbor told police he
saw a blue, medium-sized, lwpdopr car

Twomene)uwd while the third drove
away, heading cast.

Fifteen minutes later, the car returned
and picked up the two men, and the car
left the arca heading in the opposite
direction.

A resident of the home reported the
burglary several hours later.

Besides the $1,500 in stolen goods,
police said burglars left $150 worth of

to the door and $200 in damages
1o the stereo cabinet in the home.

Motorist arrested
after carchase

A high-speed chase on slippery roads
ended early Tuesday morning with a
Nashville man’s arrest.

Thomas P. Bishop, 23, was taken into
custody on fleeing and eluding charges
after the seven-mile chase ended south of
Nashville,

Barry County Deputy Sheriff Anthony
Stein said he was on patrol on M-79
when he saw an castbound car speeding
in the opposite direction. Police radar
showed the 1978 Chevrolet was trave!-
ing 79 mph.

Stein turned to follow and activated
(hcoverhedllghuonhncmtser.bunhe
Chevrolet accelerated as it headed
toward Nashville.

Stein said he reached 100 mph, but
still wasn't gaining on the car.

The car turned south on Swift Road,
and Stein radioed ahead for Nashville
Police to intercept the speeding car.

The car turned onto eastbound Bivens
Road, and Nashville Police Officer Walt
Pincumbe radioed back that he was
waiting at M-66 to stop the clr

Near the intersection,
the car and took Buhop
Washington St., into custody.

The Nashville resident told police he
had been drinking at a bar in Hastings.
He told police he wasn’t sure why he
tried to outrun them.

At the jail, he registered .10 percent
ona chmucal breuhnlyur test, whlch is
the mini limit to &

ice stopped
of 217

See Story, Page 2

Albion dashes

See Story, Page 10

See Story, Page 3
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Ken Radant

Dr. Vera Morkovin

Hope Township physician
appointed to DSS board

by Elaine Gilbert

Dr. Vera Morkovin, a Hope Township resi-
dent who practices medicine in Portage, has
been appointed to the Barry County Social
Services Board by Michigan Governor James
Blanchard.

Morkovin, a Democrat, was appointed to a
three-year term on the board, effective im-
mediately, saxd Bob Harris, director of com
munications for the Michigan Department of
Social Services.

She replaces Social Services Board Chair-
man Ken Radant, a Republican, who has held
the state-appointed seat on the three-person
local board since Jan. 1, 1983.

However, the County Board of Commis-
sioners Tuesday wasted no time in appointing
Radant to a vacant position on the same board
because of his previous dedicated service and
to said.

(The social services board includes two
members who are appointed by the county
board and one appointed by the g

As a result, she said Radant and Helen
Wenger, the other member, had been unfairly
burdened with the entire duties of the social
services board since Jan. 1.

*“This is inexcusable. Thc) sum:d the pro-
cess (of idering p
in August. We've been wnmng *(for the ap>
pointment to be made) since last Nov.
Hoare said.

**We're in a critical state since we lost our
(DSS) director Richard Ritter. Ken and Helen
have been struggling and meeting, narrowing
the list (of applicants for director) and
interviewing.

She said she was also distressed that Radant
was not reappointed by the governor.

“*Politics has reared its ugly head,’* Hoare
said.

Radant *
very dedicated to human services,""
after the meeting.

Hoare said she did not know the new state

‘is a man the state knows has been
she said

2)

Radant was named Tucsdny to fill the
vacancy created when former member Ethel
Boze had to resign in November after being
clected to the county board of commissioners.
State law does not allow commissioners to
serve on the social services board at the same
time, 5o Boze had to resign the post when her
commissioner’s term began Jan. 1.

C issi casta i ballot for
Radant to fill the remainder of Boze's term,
which expires in November 1990. Commis-
sioner Marjorie Radant, wife of Ken Radant,
abstained. Chairman Ted McKelvey was
absent.

Radant’s state-appointed term on the social
services board actually expired last
November, but he agreed to continue until of-
ficially re-appointed or replaced.

Commissioner Rae M. Hoare said she was
**highly perturbed'* that the state had taken so
long to act on the appointment to the social
services board.

Dr. Morkovin.

"Harris said Wednesday that officials of the
state DSS had told him that Radant had been a
good appointee and that they were *‘happier
now to have both (Radant and Morkovin)'*
serve on the board. ‘‘They've been very
pleased with him."”

Dr. Morkovin *‘will bring new ideas and
new flavor to the board,’* Harris said DSS of-
ficials told him.

Robert Dwyer, chairman of the Barry
County Democratic Party, has high praise for
Dr. Morkovin.

*‘Barry County is fortunate to have a person
of Dr. Morkovin’s quality on the social ser-
vices board,'’" Dwyer said.

Dr. Morkovin has specialized in emergency
medical care for 20 years and currengly is in-
volved in urgent care at the Crossroads
Medical Center, affiliasted with Borgess
Hospital.

See DSS BOARD, Page 3

New business will add
50 jobs to Middleville

by Jean Gallup

A new automobile assembly plant will
locate in Middleville and provide jobs for 50
people, the Middleville Village Council was
told Tuesday.

Through a combination of loans, grants and
bonds, a total of $1.726 million will be used to
fund the project at the Industrial Park north of
the village.

Joe Rahn, director of the Joint Economic

driving.
A 24-year-old pusenger in Bishop's
car was released by police.

Ice fishing fest tc
open Saturday

Charlton Park’s third annual Jce
Fishing Festival for anglers of all ages
begins Saturday on Thomapple Lake.

The park will open at 5:30 a.m. and
registration in several fishing catagories
starts at 6 a.m. First, second and third-

place prizes will be awarded.

1 C lained how the
funds would be raised to provi /ide a street and
water and sewer service to the park. He asked
the council to authorize its president, Duane
Thatcher, to sign a notice of intent to start the
process.

The company, whose name has not been
released, expects to have the legalities com-
pleted and the business open by June 1, Rahn
reported.

“*The whole thing usually takes about five
months to get done, but I think if we really
push it, we can get it done in three,”" he said.

The only question raised by the council
members was about sewer facilities, when
Trustee Delbert Riley said he wondered about
how it would be handled.

Village Manager Kit Roon replied that an
on-site sewer system would be installed first
and when the village sewage system expan-
sion was compleie, a transfer would be made

Trustee Lon Meyers suggested Roon **find

out definitely what the DNR's (Michigan
Department of Natural Resources) views are
before starting anything."*

Roon agreed that communication with the
DNR was important.

I think the DNR will ulkc an accom-
modating look at this project,”” offered village
attorney James Fisher.

On the notice of intent, the estimated costs
call for a $300,000 industrial revenue bond
from the State of Michigan, a $923,000 loan
from the Michigan Strategic Fund to the com-
pany owners, along with loans to them from
banks for another $216,000.

The village will supply $100,000 toward the
project, and the company will provide another
$127,000 to make the total $1.726 million.

**We're very excited and hope it will all
come 1o fruition, become a reality,’* Thatcher
said. ‘‘It’s great to get a portion of the in-
frastructure done using state money and this
may lead to more development in the In-
dustrial Park."™"

Rahn agreed that the new industry coming
to Middleville was just a start and would lead
to more development in the area.

“*And it's good 1o know that Middleville
has a work force readily available."" he said.

Plans for eight-inch sewer and water mains,
a storm sewer and a street have been made,
Roon said, but are still flexible enough to be
changed if need be

Expansion of DDA district
K’d by Hastings Council

by David T. Young

A proposal to expand the boundaries of
the Downtown Development Authority
District in Hastings won approval from the
City Council Monday night.

After listening to comments at a public
hearing, council members voted unani-
mously to approve Ordinance No. 218,

Ken Kensington of the Viatech Corp.
asked what criteria was used to determine the
expanded district's boundaries.

Larry Kornstadt, chairman of the DDA
Board, szid the choices on additions were
made on the basis of "the feelings of the
DDA Board on what could be done in that
area”

which amends a previous ordi that
established the district's boundaries.

The expansion would cover properties on
W. State Street, including the old
fairgrounds site, wiiich is in the process of
being sold to a Florida developer who wants
1o construct a strip mall.

While the current district covers most
businesses and properties east from
Broadway in the downtown area, the new
district would stretch from Broadway to
Apple, west to the city limits around Fish
Hatchery Park (excluding residential areas
and Pennock Hospital), north to Market
Street and back to Broadway, between Court

" and State streets.

Jay Kilpatrick, a consultant with with the
sagineering ifirm of Wimms and Works in
Grand Raplds, said, * ion will

Kensi then said, "I fear paying more

taxes for someone else’s improvements.”
Mayor Pro Tem David Jasperse, who was
acting mayor in Mary Lou Gray's absence,
“There are no i taxes from

aDDA.

"Your taxes will go up if there is
growth," which they aso would do if there
was no DDA.

Mike Hawthorne asked if the/expansion
will mean there will be more members on
the DDA Board, to represent pe'rple in the
newly added areas.

He t7as told that the current DDA Board
has nine members, who r@rcsenl a
cross-section of interests in the entire
community, and that number likely will
Temain.

Jasperse stressed that a DDA Board cannot

allow them (members of the DDA Board) to
consider further improvements."

Kilpatrick stressed that the expansion will
not create any new taxes.

"DDA's cannot levy any taxes," he said.
“They capture growth in value to finance
improvements and creates further growth and
expansion.”

Through the tax i fi

decide on improvement projects, it can only
suggest them.

“The DDA can't do anything without the
approval of the council,” he said. "And there
must be a public hearing before every project
(is aproved).”

“The entire city has the opportunity to
express their feelings on each project,”
Council Member Kenneth Miller said. "And

process, the DDA can take increased revemue
from higher tax assessments that come from
growth within the district and use that
money to fund projects.

eight council members representing all of
the city will vote on them (the project

).
Council Member Franklin Campbell said,

Local woman nears century mark

Agnes Harris (seated) will be 100 years on Feb. 27. She is shown here with
her daughter Dorothy Scudder, of Hastings, during a Valentine's Day party
at Provincia! House. Mrs. Scudder and other members of the Presbyterian
Women's Association furnished all the party ingredients, including gifts,
refreshements and arranging for Russell Nash to entertain with organ

music.

“Any nickel we spend has to come right
back here (to the council). All we're doing
tonight is voting on expansion of the
district."

Jerry Beckwith said he has problems with
the new district including Fish Hatchery
Park. He said projects at the park should be
funded by the entire city rather than the
DDA.

Kornstadt answered, “The DDA is not just
commercial, it's for all the citizens. The
projects are done for all of the citizens of
Hastings."

He later added, "The DDA's thinking was
that Fish Hatchery Park is nice now and very
pretty, and it could use some more
beautification.”

The DDA was formed in 1985 and its first
project was tubing at Fall Creek to help
expansion at the Felpausch Food Center.
With that project complete and news that the
DDA still has almost $40,000 left in its
coffers, it has proposed its second project,
facelifts and paving for four parking lots
within the city.

This new project proposal has yet to be
approved by the council, but a first step was
Monday's hearing and council's OK of the
expanded district.

If approval is gained, DDA officials said
they hope to have the four municipal
parking lots completed by next fall. Cost of
the project has been estimated to be slightly
less than $380,000.

Recall of T-K
school board
members off

by Jean Gallup

A recall attempt against five members of the
Thomapple Kellogg Board of Education was
halted in a hearing Wednesday, but another
try was promised.

The petitions, filed by Norman and
Charlene Bird of Middleville, were declared
*‘too vague'* by the Barry County Elections
Commission at a clarity hearing in Barry
County Probate Court.

The hearing was held to decide if the peti-
tion’s charges were clear enough to be
understood by voters and the school board
members threatened with the recall.

Board President Donald Williamson, Vice
President James Verlinde, Treasurer Gary
Van Elst, Secretary Jan Siebesma and Trustee
John Miller were the targets of the recall peti-
tions. Trustees Dan Law and Gary Thaler
were not included.

The b during
dnscusslon of each petition that such churgcs
as *“‘failure to keep the public informed'*
**failure to comply with the Open Meclings
Act’* were not specific enough.

Commission Chairman Probate Judge
Richard Shaw read the petition charges
against each of the school board members and
then listened to comments from the other
members of the elections commission, Barry
County Clerk Nancy Boersma and Barry
County Treasurer Juanita Yarger.

Anyone who attended was encouraged to
contribute opinions and ask questions.

After the first two petitions were disallowed
because of lack of clarity, Bird told the com-
mission he could see all of the petitions would
be denied

*‘I can see you've already made up your
minds on all of them,'* Bird accused the com-
mission. **That’s O.K., you go ahead. This
(hearing) is just an education. We'll get the
facts and figures. This is just one step; we'll
£0 one step at a time.""

After all five petitions had been denied for
lack of clarity, Bird was advised of his right to
appeal the decisions, and the hearing was
concluded.

*“I would concur that the petitions were
very unclear,” said Thornapple Kellogg
Superintendent Steve Garrett. **They definite-
ly are his opinions, but they're not facts.*

Bird requested and received five more
recall petitions on the way out of the cour-
troom, saying, ‘“They won the first round;
we'll win the next one. There ain't no hard
feelings, we’ll just do it again — and do it
right next time.
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