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Legislative coffee 
slated for Feb. 13

The Legislative Coffee is set for 8 
a.m. Monday. Feb. 13, at the County 
Seat Restaurant in Hastings.

State Senator Jack Welborn and State 
Representative Robert Bender will be 
present to talk about any issues the 
public might wish to discuss.

The Legislative Coffee is sponsored 
hy the Hastings Area Chamber of Com­
merce. The chamber encourages all 
Barry County citizens to attend.

Jaycees to offer 
singing valentines

The Hastings Jaycees will be wishing 
area residents a happy Valentine's 
Day...in person and for a price.

Anyone wishing to send a singing 
valentine by members of the jaycees to a 
loved one’s place of business or 
residence should contact jaycee 
members Paul Balinger (852-1898) or 
Pal Taylor (945-3483).

For $5, jaycee members will sing one 
of a choice of three songs while for $9, 
members will sing a song plus give 
fiewers and a candy kiss.

The jaycees are offering the singing 
valentines only on Valentine’s Day, 
Tuesday, Feb. 14 from 8:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. All proceeds help finance Hastings 
Jaycee programs.

The Hastings Jaycees also announced 
anyone wishing to join the organization 
can join for 530 in February. Anyone 
wishing to join should contact Leo 
Parker at 852-1954.

Out-of-towner 
winds up in jail

An out-of-town visitor was stopped by 
police last week for a broken tail light, 
but ended up in jail after his arrest for 
possession of marijuana and drunken 
driving.

Donald G. Quinn, of Branch, also was 
issued citations for driving with a 
suspended license, second offense, driv­
ing without proof of insurance, and driv­
ing with an improper vehicle license 
plate.

Hastings Police Patrolman Lowell 
W’ilde and Reserve Officer Dick Thomp­
son were on patrol Wednesday. Feb. 1. 
when they spotted a van driving slowly 
on Michigan Avenue.

They ran a check on the van’s plate 
and found that it was registered to 
another vehicle. They followed the van 
for several blocks and activated their 
overhead lights, but the 40-year-old 
driver continued until he pulled into a 
parking space at the Felpausch Food 
Center.

Police approached the surprised driver 
and asked him for his license. Quinn said 
he left it at home and was unable to pro­
duce proof of registration or insurance.

Quinn told police he had been drink­
ing. After performing a few agility ’'Sts, 
he was arrested for drunken driving, 
third offense.

At the Barry County Jail, police seized 
a small bag in his coat. A field test prov­
ed the substance inside the bag to be 
marijuana, and the remainder was set to 
the crime lab in Lansing.

Cardriver held 
after passing out

A Hastings man who passed out at the 
wheel of his car was arrested Saturday 
on two drug charges.

Todd R. Arens. 25, brought his vehi­
cle to a stop at the comer of Center and 
South Hanover streets in Hastings before 
passing out with the car in gear and his 
foot on the brake.

A resident living near the comer sum­
moned police shortly after 4 a.m. when 
he noticed the car had stopped in the 
middle of the road with its lights on.

Sgt. Cliff Morse and Reserve Officer 
Tom Simunjak found Arens slumped 
behind the wheel when they arrived.

Police were unable to wake Arens and 
had to pull him out of the car.

They found a small baggie of mari­
juana in the car and impounded the vehi­
cle. Arens, of 2452 W. State Road, was 
arrested and taken to the Barry County 
Jail.

Arens, who was sentenced to jail in 
February 1988 for attempted delivery of 
cocaine to a police officer, may also face 
a probation violation charge.

Airport panel will 
meet Feb. 20

The City-County Airport Commission 
will have a special meeting Feb. 20 at 
4:30 p.m. in the County Commissioner 
Room at Court and Broadway to review 
plans for the proposed terminal building 
with Gove & Associates.

Minutes of the meeting are available at 
the office of Kenneth Miller. 137 W. 
State St.. Hastings, 49058.

Community Building 
issue still lingers

. See Story, Page 3

Airport terminal 
plans scaled down

See Story, Page 6 )

Woodmansee’s 
verdict upheld

See Story, Page 2
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On Tuesday, area firefighters had to battle gusting winds and freezing temperatures as well as billowing smoke 
and raging flames as they .fought to extinguish a house fire at Earl Ryan’s dairy farm on Carlisle Highway near 
Nashville. Despite the efforts of the the Vermontville, Nashville, Charlotte, Beljvue and Hastings Fire Depart­
ments the home was completely destroyed, see story inside. (Banner photo by -’Mark LaRose) 
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Local savings and loans healthy
despite reports of industry’s woes

by David T. Young
The problems of the savings and loan in­

dustry recently have been well publicized na­
tionally. but such institutions locally do not 
share these financial woes.

Three savings and loans in this area. 
Hastings Savings & Loan. Great Lakes Ban­
corp and Eaton Federal Savings, all reported 
financial gains in 1988, a sharp contrast with 
reports of staggering losses elsewhere in the 
U.S.

The Federal Home Loan Bank of In­
dianapolis. which provides regulatory over­
sight to the 151 savings and loan institutions in 
Michigan and Indiana, says thrifts in these 
two states had positive net income for each of 
the first three quarters in 1988. Figures for the 
fourth quarter were not yet available.

Michael Thomas, public information of­
ficer for the Federal Home Loan Bank. said.
’The earnings in both states totaled over SI51 

million for the first three quarters. This, 
coupled with a positive net worth of over 5.25 
percent, is a clear indication of the strength of 
savings and loans in this area of the country."

This news comes at the same time as reports 
on the thrift industry's financial problems, so 
grave that President George Bush earlier this 
week unveiled the first steps of a federal 
bailout plan.

Michigan’s savings and loans in the first 
half of 1988 reported an annual rate of profit 
return of 40 cents per SI00 of assets. The 
S&L industry nationally, meanwhile, reported 
a loss of SI. 10 per S100 of assets.

Doing particularly well were Hastings Sav­
ings & Loan and Eaton Federal Savings.

Hastings Savings & Loan last October was 
rated by Savings Institutions magazine as one 
of the best 32 financial institutions in the 
country.

Among Michigan's 49 thrifts. Hastings 
Savings & Loan was third on a chart ranking 
the institutions accoiding to estimated capital 
as a percentage of assets. Its 9.31 percent 
figure followed only People Savings of 
Monroe and First Federal Savings of Lenawee 
County in Adrian.

Finishing fourth on that list was Eaton 
Federal Savings, with 8.45 percent capital to 
assets.

Great Lakes Bancorp had a 4.13 percent 
capital to assets figure.

When asked why savings and loans in this 
area and in Michigan have escaped problems 
of the industry nationwide. Richard Bcduhn. 
president and chief executive officer of 
Hastings Savings & Loan, said it has been a 
matter of being fiscally conservative.

"I think savings and loans in Michigan have

stuck to the basic purposes for which they 
were created." Beduhn said. "The major por­
tion of their assets arc in single- and multi­
family properties."

He said that 82 percent of Hastings Savings 
& Loan's total assets is in single-family 
residential property loans in the local com­
munity and surrounding areas.

‘•We’ve been conservative through the 
years." Beduhn said. "We haven’t gotten in­
to high-risk real estate venture loans."

Patty Woods, branch manager at Great 
Lakes Bancorp in Hastings, agreed.

"We have a low percentage of loans that go 
bad." she said. "We don’t wan: to take too 
many chances."

"Although few institutions were totally im­
mune from the problems of the industry, the 
traditionally conservative approach taken by 
the institutions in this district has served to 
guarantee a high level of financial strength.” 
Thomas said. "The majority of the managers 
in this area concentrated on the traditional 
business of investing in one- to four-family 
residential properties. At the same time, they 
have improved customer services and focused 
their efforts on the communities in which they 
were located. This served to insulate them 
from the problems that arose in other areas of 
ihccoumn." See S & L Story, page 6

Area Congressmen nix pay hikes
The two U.S. Congressmen who share 

Barry County in their districts both voted 
Tuesday with the majority to reject 51 percent 
pay raises for themselves and their 
colleagues

Republican Paul Henry, who represents the 
5th District, and Democrat Howard Wolpc 
both went on the record as opposing the in­
creases. Furthermore, both cast ballots in 
favor of forcing a vote on the issue of accep­
ting the raises. 

The issue begam several weeks ago when 
the Commission on Federal Employment 
Compensation recommended that members of 
Congress be granted a salary increase from 
$89,000 to $135,000 per year.

All Congress would have had to do to have 
the raises go into effect was simply, nothing. 
Only a special vote of both the House and 
Senate could halt their implementation.

That special vote was forced, and by Tues­
day night both the House and Senate haa voted 
not to accept the raises.

The panel’s recommendation was greeted 
by a storm of protest from the public and there 
was a massive letter-writing campaign to 
House Speaker Jim Wright.

"ft clearly was an excessive raise." said 
Henry Wednesday. "If we would have ac­
cepted it. we would have lost whatever moral 
authority we have to tackle the budget 
deficit."

Henry said his opposition to the increase 
was based on three personal beliefs One was 
that the percentage of the pay increase was too 
much. The second was that it was wrong to' 
gain the increase without having to vote on 
whether to sweept it. ThC third was that the 
raise was offered during times that call for 
budgetart restraint. - ,

See PAY HIKES, Page 3

Rescuers save 
2 snowmobilers 
on Gun Lake

by Jeff Kaczmarczyk
Two elderly snowmobilers who fell through 

the ice on Gun Lake Tuesday were rescued 
after heroic ciforts by police, fire and am­
bulance workers from several agencies.

Rescue workers fought high winds, bitterly 
cold temperatures and broken ice for more 
than two hours before they were able to bring 
Glenn O. Schondelmaycr, 62. and Paul F. 
Garbow. 64. to shore.

Barry County Deputy Sheriff Bill Johnson 
spent an hour in the freezing cold water, pull­
ing boats through the broken ice to reach the 
snowmobilers trapped on a tiny off-shore 
island.

Schondelmaycr, of 1600 Middleville Road. 
Middleville, and Garbow. of Alto, were 
treated for hypothermia at Pennock Hospital 
and then released

Authorities described the rescue as a valiant 
effort under hazardous circumstances.

"There was a lot of good work out there. " 
said 1st Lt. Richard Zimmerman, commander 
of the Michigan State Police Hastings Post. 
"It was extremely cold and windy, and the 
wind was blowing in our faces. You had to sec 
it to believe it It war. incredible "

The two men were snowmobiling across the 
north end of Gun Lake when 
Schondclmaycr’s Arctic Cat Cougar 
snowmobile went through the ice shortly after 
noon.

Garbow went for help on shore, but when 
he returned and tried to help Schondelmaycr. 
he also fell through the ice on his snowmobile.

The two were able to make their way to a 
small island 100 yards from shore near the 
channel leading to Robbin’s Bay.

Officials commandeered an aluminum 
rowboat and two Middleville fireman tried to 
drag it across the ice to reach the island. But 
one-third of the way across. Bud Stone Jr., 
who was in front, broke through the ice and 
sank up to his waist in the water.

The two fireman, now trapped by broken 
ice. climbed into the boat.

Authorities next found a flat-bottom boat 
and tried to push it with poles along anothei 
route. But halfway to the island, it broke 
through the ice and became stuck.

Finally. Deputy Johnson, from the sheriffs 
Water Rescue Team, donned a "dry suit" and 
headed out across the ice.

"He look the flat-bottom boat and pushed it 
across the water." Zimmerman said. "He got 
out about halfway and broke through the ice."

Unable to move the boats. Johnson took the 
rope and began breaking the ice himself as he 
inched his way through.

"Bill was breaking the ice. just crashing 
through with his elbows. He had to break 
through the ice while pulling the boat." said 
Sgt. Jerry Smith, who heads the sheriffs 
marine division.

Once he reached the island, he went back 
and pulled the aluminum boat and fireman to 
the island. The fireman exited the boat, load­
ed the snowmobilers into it. and the rescue 
workers on shore began pulling it back to 
shore.

"Halfway back, the rope either broke or 
came untied." Zimmerman said.

Johnson went back into the water, made his 
way to the rope and re-attached it to the boat. 
Workers pulled the boat to shore, and 
Schondelmaycr and Garbow were taken to 
waiting ambulances.

Johnson and the firemen on the island 
started to pull the boat back so they could get 
back to shore. But halfway out. the boat again 
became stuck in crumbling ice.

"Bill went back out. freed up the boat, and 
went back to the island.” Zimmerman said.

The fireman got back into the boat, and 
were dragged to shore, with Johnson follow­
ing alongside in the water.

See RESCU ERS, page 3

The Sequel...
Just when you thought it was safe to put on the windbreaker, take a long walk 

outside and let your mind dream a little about sping, winter returns with sub zero 
wind chills to drive some hack in the house and other to the closet for the skis and 
snowmobile gear.
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