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Airport panel 
resets meeting

The City-County Airport Commission 
rescheduled its regular meeting of Feb. 
8. to Wednesday. Feb. I. at 4:30 p.m. in 
the Hastings City Hall Council 
Chambers. 102 S. Bnxidway, Hastings.

Minutes of the meeting are available at 
the office of Kenneth Miller. 137 W. 
State St., Hastings, 49058.

Driver not hurt 
after car crashes

A Hastings man struck two trees head 
on, but wasn't hurt in a Tuesday morn­
ing accident that destroyed his car.

Barry County Sheriffs deputies An­
thony Stein and Jay Olejniczak said 
David A. Hoaglin, 26, was driving west 
on West Stale Road when he slid on a 
patch of ice at 5:40 a.m.

His 1980 Mercury left the north side 
of the road end struck a tree. The car 
spun around the tree, continued on and 
struck a second tree before coming to a 
halt

hoaglin. of 2066 N. Broadway, told 
authorities he lost control of his car when 
he hit the ice on the road.

Deputies said Hoaglin was wearing a 
scatbelt, and no citations were issued.

Missing turkey 
may be foul play

Thanksgiving may be months away, 
but a valuable turkey has turned up miss­
ing from a Johnstown Township farm.

The owner of the farm, located in the 
15000 block of Uldriks Road, told police 
a not-so-ncighborly squable may be the 
cause of the bird’s disappearance.

The owner said he had fed his 
livestock late Thursday afternoon and 
went inside to warm up. When he went 
in, the red turkey was eating with his 
horse.

A few minutes later, he heard the 
neighbor’s car drive away.

When he went outside later, the gob­
bler was no where to be seen. He search­
ed the area until dark, but found no trace 
of the turkey.

He told Barry County Deputy Sheriff 
Ted DeMott that the arge bird could not 
have been canted away by a dog or a 
wild animal without a struggle that 
would have left feathers behind.

He said he’s been having 
disagreements with his neighbor ever 
since he asked the neighbor's boys not to 
drive their motor bikes so close to his 
property because they scare his animals.

He also told authorities the neighbor 
often leaves the gate open between their 
properties and on several occasions he 
has turned her into animal control 
authorities.

The neighbor, on the other hand, told 
deputies she hadn’t seen the turkey for 
several days. Moreover, she said the 
turkey's owner often lets his animals 
loose cn her property.

On Sunday, the owner reported fin­
ding roofing nails scattered in his 
pasture.

DeMott said the turkey, valued at 
S100, is still missing, and the case re­
mains open.

Victim may lose 
eye after attack

A Plainwell man may lose the use of 
one eye after he was attacked Sunday 
morning at a bar in Prairieville 
Township.

A Delton man is expected to be ar­
rested today on charges of aggrava'cd 
assault after the 1:30 a.m. incident out­
side of the Prairie Schooner on Norris 
Road. _

Prairieville Township Police Chief 
Tom Pennock said Bruce Sloan, 30. and 
another man were together inside the 
tavern before they walked out to the 
parking lot and had a heated discussion.

After 15 mimites, the two shook hands 
and started to walk back inside the bar.

Pennock said the Delton man. who 
was walking slightly behind, attacked 
Sloan from the rear, striking him in the 
head. When Sloar. fell to the ground, his 
attacker continued to hit him and kicked 
Sloan several times.

Sloan was taken to Pennock Hospital, 
where he was treated for cuts to his face, 
bruised ribs and die injury to his left eye. 
He was released from the hospital on 
Monday, Pennock said.
“He was struck and kicked in the 

eye,” Pennock said. “It’s still ques­
tionable if he'll have use of his eye.”

An arrest warrant has already been 
issued, and the attacker is expected to be 
arraigned today m 56th District Court.

Fairgrounds topic 
of public meeting

There will be a public meeting 
Wednesday. Feb. 15, at 8 p.m. at the 
Barry County Community Building.

The meeting will be for discussion of 
the proposal between the Barry County 
Fair Board and the Community Board 
concerning the disposition of the Barry 
County Fairgrounds.

Mild winter 
hurting wheat

DSS appointment 
awaited by county

See Story, Page 2

Saxon eagers still 
in league title hunt

See Story, Page 10
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j^in| Banner
County awarded 
$85,000 in ruling

by Elaine Gilbert
The Barry County Building Authority, 

which claimed design problems caused ex­
cessive costs for remodeling at Thomapplc 
Manor, has been awarded an S85.000 settle­
ment and 100 percent of its arbitration ex­
penses from a Grand Rapids architectural 
firm.

A thrcc-mcmbcr arbitration panel was 
unanimous in its decision that Greiner Inc. 
(formerly Davcrman and Associates) should 
reimburse the county for excessive costs and 
expenses, said County Coordi* «tor Judy 
Peterson.
“I’m exticmcly ecstatic,” she said of the 

award.
Thomapple Manor is a county-owned 

medical care facility.
“1 felt all along it would come out in our 

favor and it did." said County Board Chair­
man Ted McKelvey. "It (the award) will be a 
big help in the extra expenses we had out there 
(at Thomapple Manor)."

Because the building authority and Greiner 
had signed a contract for binding arbitration, 
authorized by the County Board of Commis­
sioners, Peterson said the only appeal Greiner 
could make would be to circuit court if the 
firm felt there had been "a terrible error on 
the part- of the arbitrators. Otherwise, it 
stands.’

An official from Greiner could not be 
reached for comment on the settlement and 
did not return the Banner’s telephone 
message.

The Construction Industry Arbitration 
Tribunal, affiliated with the American Ar­
bitration Association’s Southfield branch, 
conducted a hearing on the county’s allega­
tions against the firm last December. Ar­
bitrators in the case were Michael D. Wade. 
William J. Fisher III and Isaac Green.

The county had sought a $130,000 settle­
ment. Peterson said.
“When the bids (for the Thomapple Manor 

project) came in. they were high. The county 
board had to put SI60.000 (more than an­
ticipated) up front. We also (soon) went 
through $75,000 in contingency. We had to 
put in an extra S 130.000 to complete the pro­
ject." she said.

The county board has alleged that the ar­
chitectural firm made "multiple errors and 
omissions” that “cost money above and 
beyond what we expected to pay." Peterson 
has said.

The county contends that one of the errors 
in the design was that fireproofing to meet 
state code for nursing home facilities was not 
included in the architect's plans and that the 
county had to pay extra to have the main cor-

Brian R. Fortino

New attorney joins 
prosecutors office

by Jeff Kaczmarczyk
A former criminal defense attorney has 

crossed the courtroom and is now an assistant 
prosecutor in the Barry County Prosecutor’s 
Office.

Brian R. Fortino joined the county's three- 
lawyer staff Jan. 9 and has been settling into 
the office formerly occupied by Dale 
Crowley, who was elected prosecuting at­
torney in November.

Previously an attorney in private practice 
with Scodeller. Deluca. Vogel and Schober in 
Lansing. Fortino said he’s been looking for­
ward to working primarily in criminal law.

"1 was on the court-appointed list in Lans­
ing for felonies." he said. “1 got some ex- 
-erience there, and I found I liked it."

Fortino represented clients for nis firm and 
accepted defendants appointed by the court at 
public expense, and discovered that he liked 
criminal law.

"I decided I’d rather be prosecuting than 
defending." he said. "I like trial work, and 
there’s no better place to get it.”

A 1986 graduate of Cooley Law School in 
Lansing. Fortino worked for Scodeller anti 
Deluca for 3'/i years, starting as a clerk while 
attending law school

A rising number of law school graduates 
looking for work is one reason he decided to 
become a prosecutor.

"The number of lawyers in private practice 
is growing." he said. "Cooley’s sending 
them out at a tremendous rate."

Fortino added that it’s tough for a lawyer in 
private practice to balance the demands of ser­
ving both private clients and court-appointed 
defendants.

But mainly he wanted to specialize in trial 
work and practicing criminal law.

"I like the practice of criminal law. There 
arc interesting aspects that are not in other 
aspects of the law." he said.

Exentually. Fortino said he hopes to devote 
much of his attention to juvenile cases and 
felony trial cases.

So far. Fortino said he's pleased with his 
decision to come to Barry County, where 
things are not quite as busy as they were in 
Lansing.

"It gives me the experience I’m looking for 
without being overwhelmed." he said. "They 
tell me it’s a little slow now. so it’s a good 
time to start easing into the job."

A graduate of Central Michigan University 
and a native of Mt. Pleasant. Fortino said he’s 
impressed with Hastings.

"I like Hastings. All the people have been 
really good. I'm impressed with the attorneys 
locally." he said.

County will be comncnsdicd lor unexpected costs with remodeling of rhornupple Manor, a county-owned medical care facility.

ridor fireproofed in the section that houses 
patients.

The administrative wing, added on to Thor­
napple Manor during the project, was not 
fireproofed, cither, as the board had expected. 
The cost to include that fireproofing, after 
construction had begun, was so excessive that 
a firewall was substituted. Peterson has said.

Because the administrative quarters were 
not fireproofed, she said, it limits the county's 
future use of that part of the building if it is 
ever needed to house patients.

Another county complaint has been that two 
small bathrooms in the administrative wing

were not designed to be handicapped accessi­
ble. as the county anticipated.

Peterson has said the architectual firm end­
ed up paying for the cost to have one of the 
bathrooms accessible to handicapped, but the 
county paid for the other. The county main- 

1 tained that it should not have had to pay (hat 
additional cost.

The $2,500 awarded to the county for ar­
bitration expenses includes $1,900 for ad­
ministrative fees and expenses of the 
American Arbitration Association and $600 
for the county’s share of compensation and 
expenses of the arbitrators. The settlement 

doesn't include the county's other legal ex­
penses in the matter. Peterson said.

Concerning the $85,000 award, she said the 
county's finance committee will make a 
recommendation to the board on how the 
funds should be used.

Peterson said she planned to recommend to 
the committee that “we pay ourselves back, 
first." She said the county had borrowed from 
its revolving delinquent tax fund to pay ex­
cessive costs involved in the renovation and 
remodeling of Thomapple Manor.

Five Thornapple Kellogg school 
board members targets of recall

by Jean Gallup
Petitions calling for the recall of five of 

the seven members of the Thornapple 
Kellogg Board of Education have been 
requested by Norman and Charlene Bird of 
Middleville.

Barry County Clerk Nancy Bocrsma has 
confirmed that the petitions seek the recall of 
Board President Donald Williamson, 
Secretary Jan Siebsma, Trustee John Miller, 
Vice President James Verlir.de and Treasurer 
Gary VanElst.

The petitions charge the five board 
members with a number of wrongdoings, 
ranging from failure to keep the public 
informed to failure to comply with the Open 
Meetings Act.

Trustees Dan Law and Gary Thaler are not 
included in the recall effort.

Boersma said the board members have 
been notified of the reasons for recall stated 
on the petitions and the date of a clarity 
hearing scheduled for Feb. 15 in the Probate 
Courtroom at 10 a.m.

That hearing will be conducted by the 
Barry County Election Commisson to 
determine If the language on the petitions is 
clear enough to show the subjects and the 
electors the basis for the recall attempt, 
Boersma said.

“ Interested parties are more than welcome 
to attend, to talk or just to sit and listen," 
the county clerk said. ’This is a clarity 
hearing. As a board, we have no right to 
judge on the validity of the charges," she 
stressed.

To recall a board member, the petitioners 
must gather the signatures of 25 percent of 
the number of electors in the school district 
who voted in the last gubernatorial election, 
or a total of 671, Boersma said.

Charlene Bird said the recall drive was 
triggered by the refusal of the Barry County 
Prosecutor’s office to send a letter of censure 
to the board after of an alleged violation of 
the Open Meetings Act during an Aug. 15 
school board meeting.

Bird maintains the board violated that act 
by not allowing public comment

Williamson notified the audience that 
night that the meeting was public, but 
because it was a work session, there would 
be no public comment allowed.

Bird said she went to the Barry County 
Prosecutor’s office, and was denied an 
appointment with then Prosecutor Judy 
Hughes.

The current prosecuter. Dale Crowley, said 
Bird had visited the office last summer and 

was informed of the procedure to file a 
complaint.

A complaint must be given to a police 
agency for investigation before the 
prosecuter makes a decision on any action, 
Crowley said.

He acknowledged receiving a letter from 
Bird asking for a letter of condemnation 
against the school board.

Bird's letter stated the school board had not 

allowed public comment at the Aug. 15 
meeting, and a week later had rescinded the 
actions taken that night and allowed the 
public to speak, Crowley said.

She asked that a letter of condemnation be 
sent to the school board.

But Crowley said, "The school board had
already reversed itself (on actions taken Aug. 
15), so no official action (on Bird's request)
was taken."

See RECALL, Page 3

The last snowbank until...?
The last thought on peoples' minds Tuesday was snow as temperatures 

climbed to the 60-degree mark in parts of Michigan. But seven-year old Ron 
Aspinall managed to find the remnants of Hastings' last snowbank along 
Jefferson Street Tuesday while kicking a soccer ball The balmy weather 
lasted as long as Wednesday morning when the edge of a wintry cold front 
moved into the area.
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