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*Case number 191, Trip number 4. . 17 July 1944.

Period of Investigation - 11 June 1944.

INVESTIGATION OF ALL FACTS ARD CIRCUHMSTANCES SURROUNDING
THE CASUALTY STAPUS OF lst LT JAMES I. DIBELE,0733844,

FORMERLY 4 MEMBER OF THE 94TH FTIGHTER SG,1st FIGHIER GP,
MISSING IN ACTION SINCE 9 September 1943.

PURPOSE: To lnvestigate, evaluate and report upon any and all facts
leading to the correct casualty status of subject officer. !

DISCUSSION: on ¢ September 1943, a formation of P-38 aireraft of the
84th PFighter Squadron, lst Fighter Group, departed their base in Silcigy
for a patrol andkstraffing mission in the arss south of :Salerno, Italy

ed to strafe a column of enemy vehicles traveling on a road apDrox=
imately 30 miles east of Agripoli, Italyd Two sircraft of this for-
mation failed to return to their home basé. One of the alrcraft was

sSeen to crash into the ground on the left side of the road, burst into
flames and explode. A barachute was not seen and the observer (the pilot
.of another aireraft in the formation) stated that he beliéved the pilot
of This aircraft, 2nd It STANLEY W. WOJCIK, 0803508, had been killed.

L%e Wojeik has since been officially reported a prisoner of wartf”
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o The second lost aircraft was seen to climb from the deeck %o an \
/ altitude of about 2000 fest shortly after straffing the énemy column. |
{ The plane then went into a 360 degree turn. The cockpit appeared to be|
! on Tire as & result of eénemy anti-aireraft five. Dhe pilot of thig aihﬁ
j craft, lst Lt. JAMES P DIBBLE, 0733844 turned the aircrsft over and baﬁg
( ed out. When last seen, the chute was open and drifting away from the /
\ ¢onvoy. No further information has ever besn received. -

3t The psssibility that the aircraft of Lt. Dibble and Wojcik could
bave been incorrectly identified was discussed with officers of the 94th
Fighter Squadron, lst Fighter Group, who stated that this was apparently
what had occurred.
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On 11-gune 1944, this investigator visited the site of a crashed
aireraft in a field on the left side of National Highway 19, approximately
1-1/10 miles south of the entrance to the road leading to PADULA.

The grave of the pilot lies about 50 fee Fremains of ths
plane, and is marked by a wooden cross on whi S ¥ T P avifEr who
died Q September 1945, A kKae West life jacket; t ome
T 1its original yellow color, hangs on the cross.

~
- Civilians living nearby identified the aircraft as a P-33 from
Pictures shown then. They further stated that the Germans had removed
many parts of the plane. Additional varts of the aircraft had been carried
away by local natives. The tags usually found on the motors giving motar

aumbers, etc., had been qﬁgﬁkﬂg?gg vig,ﬁpiggﬁgéggﬁy mechanics from nearby
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towns. All personal itemﬁb Cgf\ﬁh& én removed by the
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